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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
JOHN 


OUTLINE 


I. The eternal Word incarnated coming to bring God into 
man—1:1—13:38 j 
A. Introduction to life and building—1:1-51 
1. The Word in eternity past, who was God, through creation 
coming as life and light to bring forth the children of God— 
vv. 1-13 
2. The Word becoming flesh, with grace in fullness and with 
reality, to declare God in the only begotten Son of God— 
vv. 14-18 
38. Jesus as the Lamb of God, with the Holy Spirit as the dove, 
making the believers stones for the building of the house of 
God with the Son of Man—vv. 19-51 
a. Religion looking for a great leader—vy. 19-28 
b. Jesus introduced as a Lamb with a dove—-vv. 29-34 
c. Bringing forth stones for God’s building —vv. 35-51 
B. Life’s principle and life’s purpose—2:1-22 : 
1. Life’s principle—to change death into life —vy. 1-11 
a. Christ coming in resurrection to the people in their enjoy- 
ment—vwvy. 1-2 
b. Their human life running out and their being filled with 
death—vwv. 3-7 
c. Christ changing their death into life eternal—vv. 8-11 
2. Life’s purpose—to build the house of God—vy. 12-22 
a. Christ cleansing the temple—vy. 12-17 
b. The body of Jesus, the temple, destroyed and raised up in 
resurrection—vv. 18-22 a 
C. Life meeting the need of man’s every case —2:23—11:57 
1, The need of the moral—life’s regenerating —2:23—3:36 
a. The Lord's commitment not in miracles but in life— 
2:23—3:1 
b. Regeneration by the divine Spirit in the human spirit— 
3:2-13 
c. Satan’s evil nature in man’s flesh being judged on the 
cross through the death of Christ in the form of the 
serpent that the believers may have eternal life—3:14-21 
d. The regenerated people becoming the bride of Christ as 
His increase—3:22-30 
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“e. The immeasurable Son of God for man’s believing unto 
eternal life —3:31-36 z 
2. The need of the immoral—life’s satisfying —4:1-42 
a. A thirsty Savior and a thirsty sinner—vy, 1-8 
b. The emptiness of religion’s tradition and the fullness of 
life’s living water—vy. 9-14 
c. The way to take the living water—vv. 15-26 
(1) To make confession of sins—vy. 15-18 
(2) To contact God the Spirit in the human spirit and in 
truthfulness—vwv. 19-24 
(3) To believe that Jesus is the Christ—vy. 25-26 
d, A living testimony with a marvelous harvest—vv. 27-42 
3. The need of the dying—life’s healing —4:43-54 
a. Christ coming back to visit the place of weak and fragile 
people—vy. 43-46a 
b. The weak and fragile people dying—vv. 46b-49 
c. Healing by the life-giving word and through believing— 
vv. 50-54 
4. The need of the impotent—life’s enlivening —5:1-47 
a. The inadequacy of religion’s law-keeping and the suffi- 
ciency of the Son’s life-giving—vv. 1-9 
b. Religion’s opposition to life-—vv. 10-16 
c. The Son equal with the Father in giving life and executing 
judgment—vvy. 17-30 
d. The Son’s fourfold testimony —vv. 31-47 
(1) The testimony of John the Baptist—vv. 32-35 
(2) The testimony of the Son’s work—yv. 36 
(3) The testimony of the Father—vv. 37-38 
(4) The testimony of the Scriptures—vv. 39-47 
5. The need of the hungry—life’s feeding —6:1-71 
a. The hungry world and the feeding Christ—vy. 1-15 
b. The troubled world and the peace-giving Christ— 
vv. 16-21 
c. The bread of life—vv. 22-71 
(1) Seekers after the perishing food—wv. 22-31 
(2) Food abiding to eternal life—vv. 32-71 
(a) Incarnated—vv. 32-51a 
(b) Slain—vv.»51b-55 
(c) Resurrected to indwell—vv. 56-59 
(d) Ascended—vy. 60-62 
(e) Becoming the life-giving Spirit—vv. 63-65 
(f) Embodied and realized in the word of life— 
vv. 66-71 
6. The need of the thirsty—life’s quenching —7:1-52 
a. Life under the persecution of religion—vv. 1-36 
(1) Religion’s plot and religion’s feast—vv. 1-2 
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(2) Life’s suffering of man’s unbelief —vv. 3-5 
(3) Life’s limitation in time—vv. 6-9 
(4) Life’s seeking of God’s glory—vv. 10-24 
(5) Life’s source and origin—God the Father—vy. 25-36 
b. Life’s ery to the thirsty ones—vv. 37-39 
c. Division caused by life’s appearance—vv. 40-52 
7. The need of those under the bondage of sin—life’s setting 
free—7:53—8:59 
a. Who is without sin?-—7:53—8:9 
b. Who can condemn and forgive sin?—8:10-11 — 
c. Who can set people free from sin? —8:12-36 
(1) Christ, the light of the world and the Giver of the light 
of life—vv. 12-20 
(2) Christ, the I Am—vy. 21-27 
(3) Christ, the Son of Man lifted up—vv. 28-30 
(4) Christ, the Son as the reality—vwv. 31-36) 
d. Who is the source of sin and who is the multiplication of 
sin? —8:37-44 
(1) The source of sin—the devil, the liar, the father of 
liars—v. 44 
(2) The multiplication of sin—the children of the devil, 
those out of the devil—vvy. 37-44 
e. Who is Jesus? —8;45-59 
(1) The One who is without sin—vvy. 45-51 
(2) The One who is the I Am before Abraham—vy. 52-59 
8. The need of the blind in religion—life’s sight and life’s 
shepherding -—9:1—10:42 
a. Life’s sight—for the blind in religion—9:1-41 
(1) Born blind—vy. 1-3 
(2) Receiving sight by the light and the anointing of life— 
wy, 4-13 i 
(3) Persecuted by religion—vv. 14-34 
(4) Believing into the Son of God—vv. 35-38 
(5) Life’s judgment on the blind religionists—vv. 39-41 
b. Life’s shepherding—for the believers outside of religion — 
10;1-42 ‘ 
(1) The sheepfold, the door, and the pasture—for the 
sheep—vv. 1-9 
(2) The Shepherd, the divine life, and the soulish life—for 
the flock—vv. 10-21 
(3) The eternal life, the Son’s hand, and the Father’s 
hand—for the security of the sheep—vv, 22-30 
(4) The persecution of religion—vvy. 31-39 
(5) Life’s desertion of religion and life’s new standing— 
vv. 40-42 
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9. The need of the dead—life’s resurrecting—11;1-67 
a. The dead man and his need—vy, led 
b. The frustration of human opinions vy, 5.40 
c. Life's resurrecting—vy, 4-44 
d, The conspiracy of religion and life's vicarious death for the 
gathering of God's children —vy, 45-67 
D. Life's issue and multiplication —12:1-60, 
\. Life's issue—a house of feasting (a miniature of the church 
life) —vy, 1-11 
2. Life's multiplication for the church through death and resur- 
rection (the glorification of God and the judgment upon the 
world and Satan implied) —wv, 12-86a 
3. Religion’s unbelief and blindness—vwv, 86b-43 
4. Life's declaration to the unbelieving religion—vv, 44-50 
Life’s washing in love to maintain fellowship—13;1-38 
1, Washing by the Lord Himself—vy, 1-11 
2. Washing by one another among the believers—vyy, 12-17 
3. Washed, but not in the fellowship—vy, 18-30 
4. Washed and willing to remain in the fellowship, but failing— 
vv. 31-38 
Il. Jesus crucified and Christ resurrected going to prepare the 
way to bring man into God, and as the Spirit coming to abide 
and live in the believers for the building of God’s habita- 
tion—14:1—21:25 R 
A. Life’s indwelling—for the building of God’s habitation—14:1— 


16:33 
1. The dispensing of the Triune God—for the producing of His 
abode—14:1-31 


a. Jesus going through death and Christ coming in resurrec- 
tion to bring the believers into the Father—vy. 1-6 
b. The Triune God dispensing Himself into the believers— 
vv. 7-20 
(1) The Father embodied in the Son seen among the be- 
lievers—vvy. 7-14 
(2) The Son realized as the Spirit to abide in the believ- 
ers—vv. 15-20 
c. The Triune God making an abode with the believers— 
vv. 21-24 
d. The Comforter’s reminding and life’s peace—vv, 25-31 
2. The organism of the Triune God in the divine dispensing— 
15:1—16:4 
a. The vine and the branches being an organism to glorify 
the Father by expressing the riches of the divine life— 
15:1-11 
b. The branches loving one another to express the divine life 
in fruit-bearing—15:12-17 
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c. The vine and the branches, separated from the world, 
being hated and persecuted by the religious world — 
15:18—16:4 
3. The work of the Spirit consummating in the mingling of 
divinity with humanity —16:5-33 
a. The Son’s going for the Spirit’s coming —vv. 5-7 
b. The work of the Spirit—vv. 8-15 
(1) To convict the world—vv. 8-11 
(2) To glorify the Son by revealing Him with the fullness 
of the Father to the believers—vv. 12-15 
(3) To transmit to the believers all that the Father and the 
Son have—v. 13 
c. The Son to be born in resurrection as a newborn child— 
vv. 16-24 
d. The believers having peace in the Son in spite of persecu- 
tion—vv. 25-33 


B. Life’s prayer—17:1-26 . 


1. The Son to be glorified that the Father may be glorified— 
vy. 1-5 } 
2. The believers to be built up into one—vwv. 6-24 
a. In the Father’s name by the eternal life—vv. 6-13 
b. In the Triune God through sanctification by the holy 
word—vvy. 14-21 
c. In the divine glory for the expression of the Triune God— 
vv. 22-24 ° 
3. The Father to be shown righteous in loving the Son and His 
believers —vv. 25-26 


. Life’s process through death and resurrection for multiplica- 


tion—18:1—20:13, 17 
1. Delivering Himself in voluntary boldness to be processed — 
18:1-11 
2, Examined in His dignity by mankind—18;12-38a 
a. By the Jews according to God’s law in their religion— 3 
wv. 12-27 
b. By the Gentiles according to man’s law in their politics — 
vv. 28-28a * 
- Sentenced in man’s injustice by blind religion with dark 
politics —18:38b—19:16 
. Tested in God’s sovereignty by death—19:17-80 
. Issuing in blood and water—19:31-37 
. Resting in human honor—19:38-42 
. Resurrecting in divine glory—20:1-13, 17 
a. Leaving the old creation in the tomb as a testimony pro- 
vided by His appreciators and discovered by His seekers— 
vv. 1-10 
b. Testified by angels sent by God—vv. 11-13 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
_JOHN 


\uthor: The apostle John (21:20, 24), son of Zebedee (Matt. 10:2), whose 
brother was James and whose mother was Salome (Matt. 27:56; 
Mark 15:40). 


Time of Writing: Approximately A.D. 90. 
Place of Writing; Perhaps Ephesus. 


Recipients: All believers, both in Judea and throughout the Gentile lands, 
as indicated by the translations offered by John in 1:38; 5:2; and 
19:13. 


Subjects seg 
The Gospel of Life— 
Proving That Jesus Christ Is God the Savior 
Coming as Life to Propagate Himself 


CHAPTER 1 


|. The Eternal Word Incarnated Coming to Bring God into Man 
1:1—13:38 ° 


A. Introduction to Life and Building 
1:1-51 


1. Thé Word in Eternity Past, Who Was God, through Creation 
Coming as Life and Light to Bring Forth the Children of God 


w. 1-13 
1 1*In the beginning was the **Word, and the Word was _1#1 John 

‘with God, and the “Word was God. en 

1' Inthe beginning means ineter- _ divinity and humanity, is the center 1:17; 
nity past. As the introduction to this» for the communication between Gen 
Gospel, this chapter begins in eter- heaven and earth and for the union of » ja 
nity past with God, who had divinity God and man in eternity. After this, Ta 
but not humanity (v. 1); itthen passes ch. 2 shows that the principle of the Ra. 
through His creation of all things Triune God as life is to change death 19:13; 
(v. 3), His incarnation (v. 14), His be- into life (2:1-11) and that the purpose 1 John 
coming the Lamb who takes away the _ of life is to build the house, the tem- ul 
sin of the world (v. 29), and His being _ ple, of God (2:13-22). In chs. 3—11, 1¢ Rom. 
the Spirit who causes the believers to nine cases are given to illustrate how 9:5; 
be transformed into living stones for God as life meets the different needs Heb. 
His building (vy. 32, 42), and contin- _ of different kinds of people. As a re- 12; 
ues all the way to eternity future, in sult, in the beginning of ch. 12a ‘John 


which the Son of Man, who has both miniature of the church is produced 


John 1:2-9 


3? Col. 
1:16 


4? John 
5:26; 
11:25; 
14:6; 

1 John 
27 
5:11-12 

45 John 
8:12; 
G5: 
12:46 

54 Matt. 
4:16; 
cf. John 
3:19 


8 


2 'He was *in the beginning with God. 


3 *All things came into b 


eing through Him, and apart 


from Him not one thing came into being which has come into — 


being. 


4 In Him was “life, and the life was the light of men. 
5 And the ‘light shines in the darkness, and the dark- 


ness did not overcome it, 


6 There came a man 'sent from God, whose name was 


John. 


7 ‘He came for a testimony that he might testify cont 
cerning the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but carne that he might testify — 


concerning the light. 


9 This was the *true light which, coming into the world, 


"enlightens every man. 


(12:1-11). From 12:12 to the end of 
ch. 17 an explanation is given con- 
cerning how the church is produced 
through the multiplication and in- 
crease of the incarnated God-man by 
means of His death and resurrection. 
Chapters 18—20 show the accom- 
plishing of the multiplication and 
increase, which causes Him to have 
many brothers (20:17) and enables 
Him to enter into them (20:22) to be 
their life and everything that they 
may be constituted His Body as His 
increase and expression. Finally, 
ch. 21 reveals that He will be with 
them in an invisible way until His 
coming back (21:22). 

1? The Word is the definition, ex- 
planation, and expression of God; 
hence, it is God defined, explained, 
and expressed. 

13 The Word is not separate from 
God. It is not that the Word is the 
Word and God is God, and that they 
are thus separate from each other. 
Rather, the two are one; hence, the 
next clause says that the Word was 
God. 

1* That the Word is God implies 
that God in His person is not simple; 
He is triune. 

1° Not God the Son only, but the 
complete Triune God. 

2! Or, This One. 

2? In the beginning, that is, from 


eternity past, the Word was with God. 
Contrary to what is supposed by some, 
it is not that Christ was not with God 
and was not God from eternity past, 
and that at a certain time Christ be- 
came God and was with God. Christ’s 
deity is eternal and absolute. From 
eternity past to eternity future, He is 
with God and He is God, This is why 
this Gospel, unlike Matthew (ch. 1) 
and Luke (ch. 3), has no genealogy of 
Christ (Heb. 7:3). 

4! Since y. 3 refers to the creation 
in Gen. 1, life here should refer to the 
life signified by the tree of life in 
Gen. 2. This is confirmed by the fact 
that in Rey. 22 John mentions the tree 
of life. Since life is in Him, He is life 
(11:25; 14:6), and He came that man 
might have life (10:10b). The intro- 
duction to this Gospel is composed of 
this entire chapter; it begins with life 
(v. 4) and ends with building (vy. 42,51), 
that is, with the house of God (see — 
notes 42', 512, and 515), Hence, itis an 
introduction to life and building. 

# The light for the old creation 
was physical light (Gen. 1:3-5, 14-18). 
The light for the new creation is the 
light of life mentioned here. 

6! The verb has the sense of being 
sent as an envoy with a special com- 

res 

7! Or, This one, 


John 1;10-14 


10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 4 
11 He came to His own, yet those who were His own 


not receive Him. 


Af 


12 But as many as “received Him, to them He gave the 
.uthority to become *children of God, to those who "believe 


into His name, 


13 Who were begotten not ‘of *blood, nor of the “will of 
the flesh, nor ‘of the will of man, but ‘of God. 


2. The Word Becoming Flesh, 
with Grace in Fullness and with Reality, 
to Declare God in the Only Begotten Son of God 
w. 14-18 


14 And the ‘Word became “flesh and **tabernacled 
among us (and “we beheld His glory, glory as of the only 
Begotten °from the Father), full of “grace and “reality. 


12! To believe into is to receive. 

12° For human beings to become 
hildren of God is for man to have the 
livine life and the divine nature. 

13! Lit, out of. 

13° Blood (lit., bloods) here signi- 
fies the physical life; will of the flesh 
fenotes the will of fallen man after 
nan became flesh; and will of man 

fers to the will of the man created by 
God. 

14! Forthe Word as God to become 
lesh is for God to have the human life 
ind the human nature. 

14° Romans 8:3 indicates that al- 
hough this flesh was the flesh of sin, 

had only the likeness of the flesh of 

and did not have the sin of the 
‘lesh. Itis the Word who became such 

“sh, and this Word was God, the 

nplete Triune God (v. 1). That thé 
‘vord became flesh means that the 

une God became a man of flesh in 

he likeness of a sinful man. By so 
ing God entered into sinful man 
! became one with sinful man. 
wever, He had only the likeness of 
nful man and not the sin of a sinful 
n. Hence, He was a sinless God- 
the complete God and the per- 
man, having two natures, the 
ne nature and the human nature. 
hough His two natures were min- 


a RB he 


gled to produce a God-man, the indi- 
vidual characteristics of the two na- 
tures remained distinct; the two 
natures did not intermix to form a 
third nature. Rather, the divine nature 
existed in the human nature and was 
expressed through the human nature, 
full of grace, which is God enjoyed by 
man, and reality, which is God ob- 
tained by man. In this way the invisi- 
ble God was expressed so that men 
can obtain and enjoy Him as their life 
for the fulfillment of His New Testa- 
ment economy. 

God's becoming flesh was contrary 
to the teaching of the Gnostics of that 
time. The Gnostics maintained that 
since the flesh is an evil substance, 
God, who is pure, could never be 
united with the evil flesh. Using the 
teaching of the Gnostics as a basis, the 
Docetists denied that Christ had come 
in the flesh (1 John 4:2). John wrote 
this Gospel in part to refute the heresy 
of the Docetists and to prove strongly 
that Christ, the God-man, is indeed 
God who became flesh (having only 
the likeness of the flesh of sin but not 
the sin of the flesh) that through this 
flesh, on the ope hand, He might de- 
stroy the devil (Heb. 2:14) and pat 
away the sins of man (Heb. 9:26), and, 
on the other hand, God might be 


12° Col, 
2:6 


me 


John 1:15-18 


15? John 
1:30 


16* Col. 


4:19; 


2:9 
174 John 
1:14 


18° Heb, 
3 


15 John testified concerning Him and cried saying, 
This was He of whom I said, *Hosahais bocsing shone 
become ahead of me, because He was before me, 

16 For ‘of His “fullness we have all received, and grace 


upon grace. 


17 For the "law was given through Moses; “grace and 
'reality *came through Jesus Christ. 

18 No one has ever seen God; the ‘only begotten Son, who 
is *in the bosom of the Father, He has “declared Him. 


ng ee 


united with man and be expressed 
through humanity for the fulfillment 
of His glorious purpose, a purpose He 
planned in eternity past for eternity 
future. 

The deep thought of the Gospel of 
John is that Christ, the incarnate God, 
came as the embodiment of God, as 
illustrated by the tabernacle (v. 14) 
and the temple (2:21), so that man 
could contact Him and enter into Him 
to enjoy the riches contained in God, 
Both the tabernacle and the temple 
had an outer court, a Holy Place, and 
a Holy of Holies. Therefore, John 
points out first that Christ was the 
Lamb (who took away sin—y, 29) 
offered on the altar, which signifies 
the cross, in the outer court of the 
tabernacle, and then that He was like 
the bronze serpent (which caused man 
to have life) lifted up on the pole 
(3:14), which signifies the cross. This 
shows. how Christ in His redemption 
was received by His believers that they 
might be delivered from sin and obtain 
life and might enter into Him as the 
embodiment of God, typified by the 
tabernacle, to enjoy all the riches that 
are in God. The foot-washing in ch. 13 
may be considered the washing in the 
laver in the outer court of the taber- 
nacle, which washed away the earthly 
defilement of those who drew near to 
God, so that their fellowship with Gud 
and with one another could be main- 
tained. In ch. 14 those who receive 
Christ are brought by Him into’ the 
Holy Place to experience Him as the 
bread of life (6:35), signified by the 
showbread, and as the light of life 
(8:12; 9:5), signified by the lamp- 
stand. Eventually, in ch. 17, through 


the highest and most mysterious 
prayer, which is erie by the burn- 
ing incense on the golden j 


given Him (17:22-24). 

14 The Word, by being incar- 
nated, not only brought God into hu- 
manity but also became a tabernacle 
to God as God’s habitation on 


Luke 9:32; 2 Pet. 1:16-18). 

14° Gk. para, which means by 
side of, implying with; hence, it is, 
literally, from with. The Son not only 
is from God but also\is with God. On 
the one hand, He is from God, and on 
the other hand, He is still with God 
(8:16b, 29; 16:32b). 

14° Grace is God in ee 
enjoyment; reality is God reali 
te ine Son. The Greek word for 
reality is the same as that for fruth in 
5:33; 8:32; and 17:17, 19. ‘ 
16' Lit., out of. “a 
17' The law makes demands 


3. Jesus as the Lamb of God, 
with the Holy Spirit as the Dove, 
Making the Believers Stones for the Building 
of the House of God with the Son of Man 
vy. 19-51 


a. Religion Looking for a Great Leader 
w. 19-28 


19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
io him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who 
are you? 

20 And he confessed and did not deny, and he confessed, 
| am not the “Christ. 

21 And they asked him, What then? Are you “Elijah? And 
he said, I am not. Are you the "Prophet? And he answered, 
NO. 

22 They said then to him, Who are you, that we may give 
in answer to those who sent us? What do you say about 
yourself ? 

23 He said, I am a “voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord!” as Isaiah the prophet 
said, 

24 And those who had been sent were of the Pharisees. 

25 And they asked him and said to him, Why then are you 
baptizing if you are not the Christ nor Elijah nor the 
Prophet? 

26 John answered them, saying, I “baptize in water; but 

among you stands One whom you do not know, 
- 27 He who is coming after me, the thong of whose sandal 
! am not worthy to untie. 


where John was baptizing. 


b. Jesus Introduced as a Lamb with a Dove 
Ww. 29-34 


29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, 


declared God by the Word, life, light, 18? Lit, into. 

“race, and reality. The Word is God 183 Or, ‘explained, 

xpressed, life is God imparted, light 28! Bethany here was a place on 
\s God shining, grace is God enjoyed, _ the east side of the Jordan and is dif- 
‘nd reality is God realized, appre- ferent from the Bethany in 11:1, which 


on through these five things. Jordan. 


28 These things took place in ‘Bethany across the Jordan, 


hended. God is fully declared in the — was a village on the west side of the” 


il John 1:19-29 


26° Matt. 


John 1:30-40 12 
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3:16 
34° John 
1:49 


36? John 
1:29 


Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world! 

30 This is He of whom I said, “A man is coming after me 
who has become ahead of me, because He was before me. 

31 And I did not know Him, but in order that He might be 
manifested to Israel, for this reason I came baptizing in 
water. 

32 And John testified, saying, I beheld the Spirit de- 
scending as a “dove out of heaven, and He abode upon Him. 

33 And I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize 
in water, He said to me, He upon whom you see the Spirit 
descending and abiding upon Him, this is He who baptizes 
in the Holy Spirit. ‘ 

34 And I have seen and have testified that this is the “Son 
of God. ‘ 


c. Bringing Forth Stones for God's Building 
wy. 35-51 


35 Again the next day John was standing with two of his 
disciples, 

36 And looking at Jesus walking, he said, Behold, the 
“Lamb of God! : 

37 And the two disciples heard him speak this, and they 
followed Jesus. : 

38 And Jesus, turning and beholding them following, said 
to them, What are you seeking? And they said to Him, Rabbi 
(which translated means Teacher), where are You staying? 

39 He said to them, Come, and you will see, They went 
therefore and saw where He was staying, and they stayed 
with Him that day; it was about the “tenth hour. 

40 One of the two who heard this from John and followed 
Him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 


29! Based on the Scriptures, the 
religious people were looking for a 
great leader (vv, 19-25) such as Mes- 
siah, Elijah, or the Prophet (Dan. 
9:26; Mal. 4:5; Deut. 18:15, 18). But 
Jesus was introduced to them as a 
little lamb with a little dove (vy. 29-33). 
The Lamb takes sin away from man, 
and the dove brings God as life to 
man. The Lamb is for redemption, to 
redeem fallen man back to God, and 
the dove is for life-giving, for anoint- 


* kind, as in 3:16. 


ing, to anoint man with what God is, 
to bring God into man and man into 
God, and for uniting the believers it 
God. Both the Lamb and the 
are needed for man to participate i 
God. 

292 The world here refers to 


32! See note 29'. 

39! Le., 10:00 a.m., Roman 
Roman time is used throughout 
book. : 


ee a oe 


13 John 1:41-61 


41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, 
We have found the 'Messiah (which translated means 
Christ). 

42 He led him to Jesus. Looking at him, Jesus said, You 
are Simon, the son of John; you shall be called Cephas 
(which is interpreted, 'Peter). 

43 The next day He wanted to go forth into Galilee, and 
He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, Follow Me. 

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew 
and Peter. : 

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, We haye 
found Him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
wrote, Jesus, the 'son of Joseph, from Nazareth. 

46 And Nathanael said to him, Can anything good be 
from Nazareth? Philip said to him, “Come and see. 

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him and said concern- 
ing him, Behold, truly an Israelite, in whom there is no 
guile! 

48 Nathanael said to Him, How do You know me? Jesus 
answered and said to him, Before Philip called you, while 
you were under the fig tree, I saw you. 

49 Nathanael answered Him, Rabbi, You are the Son of 
God; You are the King of Israel. 

50 Jesus answered and said to him, Js it because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree that you believe? You shali 
see “greater things than these. 

51 And He said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, You shall 
see “heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 


déscending on the *Son of Man. 


41' Messiah is a Hebrew word; 
Christ is the Greek translation, Both 
mean the anointed, Christ is God’s 
Anointed, the One appointed by God 
to accomplish God’s purpose, God’s 
eternal plan. 

42' Meaning a stone, In Matt. 
16:18 the Lord mentioned this word 
when He spoke to Peter about the 
building of the church. It must have 
been from this that Peter obtained the 
concept of living stones for the build- 
ing of a spiritual house (1 Pet. 2:5), 
which is the church. The stone here 
denotes a work of transformation that 
brings forth material for God’s build- 
ing (1 Cor, 3:12). 


45! The information that Philip 
passed on to Nathanael in the words 
son of Joseph and from Nazareth was 
inaccurate. Jesus was born not of 
Joseph but of Mary (Matt. 1:16), and 
not in Nazareth but in Bethlehem 
(Luke 2:4-7). 

49! The Messiah. 

51! In Greek, Amen, amen, So 
throughout the book. 

512 This is the fulfillment of 
Jacob’s dream (Gen. 28;11-22). Christ 
as the Son of Man, with His humanity, 
is the ladder set up on the earth and 
leading to heaven, keeping heaven 
open to earth and joining earth to 
heaven for the house of God, Bethel. 
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CHAPTER 2 


B, Life’s Principle and Life’s Purpose 
2;1-22 


1. Life's Principle—To Change Death into Life 
w. 1-11 


a. Christ Coming in Resurrection 
to the People in Their Enjoyment 
wi, 1-2 Pie 
1 And the "third day a “wedding took place in **Cana of 
*Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. , 
2 And Jesus also was invited, as well as His disciples, to 


the wedding. 


b. Their Human Life Running Out and Their Being Filled with Death 
w. 3-7 


3 And when the !wine 2ran out, the ’mother of Jesus said 


to Him, They have no wine. 


4 And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, “what do I have in this 
that concerns you? “My hour has not yet come. 


upon the stone (a symbol of the trans- 
formed man) that it might be the 
house of God. Here in this chapter are 
the Spirit (v. 32) and the stone (v. 42) 
for the house of God with Christ in 
His humanity. Where this is, there is 
an open heaven. 

513 This chapter, as the introduc- 
tion to this Gospel, introduces Christ 
as both the Son of God (vv. 34, 49) 
and the Son of Man. Nathanael recog- 
nized Him as the Son of God and 
addressed Him as such (v. 49), but 
Christ said to Nathanael that He was 
the Son of Man. The Son of God is 
God; as such, He has the,divine na- 
ture. The Son of Manis man; as such, 
He possesses the human nature. For 
the declaring of God (v. 18) and for 
the bringing of God to man, He is the 
only begotten Son of God. But for the 
building of God’s habitation on earth 
among men, He is the Son of Man. 
God's building needs His humanity, 
In eternity past Christ was only God, 


only the Son of God, and had only 
divinity; but in eternity future Christ, 
as Godand manandas the Son of God 
and the Son of Man, will have both 
divinity and humanity forever. 

1! The day of resurrection (1 Cor. 
15:4). 

12 Marriage signifies the contin- 
uation of human life, and a wedding 
(feast) signifies the pleasure and en- 
joyment of human life. 

13 Cana means reed, and reeds 
signify weak and fragile people (Isa. 
42:3a; Matt. 12:20a; 11:7). 

14 Galilee was a despised place — 
(John 7:52). 

3! Wine, the life juice of the 
grape, signifies life. Hence, the wine's 
running out symbolizes that the 
human life runs out. 

3 Lit., fell short. 

3° Here the mother of Jesus sym- 
bolizes the natural man, which has 
nothing to do with life (v. 4) and must 
be subdued by life (v. 5). ; 

4! A term of respect and endear- 
ment, 


- 


15 


John 2:5-12 


5 His mother said to the servants, Whatever He says to 


you, do. 


6 Now there were ‘six stone waterpots lying there, ac- 
cording to the *Jews’ rite of purification, holding *two or 


three measures each. 


7 Jesus said to them, Fill the waterpots with ‘water. And 
they filled them up to the brim. 


c. Christ Changing Their Death into Life Eternal 
wy. 8-11 . 

8 And He said to them, Draw some out now and take it 
to the master of the feast. And they took it to him. 

9 And when the master of the feast tasted the “water 
which had become wine and did not know where it came 
from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew, 
the master of the feast called the bridegroom , 

10 And said to him, Every man sets out the good wine 
first, and when they have drunk freely, then that which is 
worse; you have kept the good wine until now. ; 

11 This ‘beginning of “signs Jesus performed in Cana of 
Galilee and Smanifested His glory, and His disciples believed 


into Him. 


2. Life’s Purpose—To Build the House of God 
w. 12-22 


a. Christ Cleansing the Temple 
wy. 12-17 


12 After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His 


4 Lit., what is there to Me and to 
you? (a Hebrew idiom). 

6! The six waterpots signify the 
created man, for man was created on 
the sixth day (Gen. 1:27, 31). 

6? The Jews’ rite of purification 
with water signifies religion’s attempt 
to make people clean by certair dead 
practices, But the Lord changes death 
into life. 

6} Two or three measures equal 
twenty or thirty gallons. 

7' Water here signifies death, as 
in Gen. 1:2, 6, Exo. 14:21, and Matt. 
3:16. 

9! The changing of water into 
wine signifies the changing of death 
into life, 


11! The first mentioning of any 
matter in the Scriptures sets forth the 
principle of that matter. Therefore, 
this first sign sets forth the principle 
of all the following signs, that is, to 
change death into life. 

In the Scriptures, figuratively, the 
tree of life is the source of life and the 
tree of knowledge is the source of 
death, as revealed in Gen. 2:9, 17. The 
meaning of all the cases recorded in 
this Gospel corresponds with the 
principle that the tree of life results in 
life and the tree of knowledge results 
in death. 

112 In this book all the miracles 
done by the Lord are called signs 
(v. 23; 3:2; 4:54; 6:2, 14, 26, 30; 7:34; 


9 Joh 
4:46 
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mother and His brothers and His diséiples; and they re- 
mained there not many days. ; 

13 And tho "Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus 
wont up to Jerusalem, , 

14 And “He found in the "temple those selling oxen and 
sheep and doves, and the moneychangers sitting there, 

15 And ‘having made a whip out of “cords, He drove them 
all out of the temple, as well as the sheep and the oxen, and 
He poured out the money of the moneychangers and over- 
turned their tables, . 

16 And to those who were selling the doves He said, Take 
these things away from here; do not make "My Father’s 
house a house of merchandise. 

17 His disciples remembered that it was written, ““The 
zeal of Your house shall devour Me.” 


b. The Body of Jesus, the Temple, Destroyed 
and Raised Up in Resurrection 
vw, 18-22 


18 The Jews then answered and said to Him, What sign 
do you show us, seeing that you do these things? 

19 Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this ‘tem- 
ple, and in *three days I will “raise it up. 

20 Then the Jews said, This temple was built in forty-six 
years, and You will raise it up in three days? 

21 But He spoke of the “temple of His body. 

22 When therefore He was raised from the dead, His 
disciples remembered that He had said this, and they be- 
lieved the "Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken. — 


C. Life Meeting the Need of Man’s Every Case 
2:23—11:57 


1. The Need of the Moral—Life’s Regenerating 
2:23—3;36 


a. The Lord’s Commitment Not in Miracles but in Life 
2:23—3:1 


23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, 


9:16; 10:41; 11:47; 12:18, 37; 20:30), 14! The Greek word refers to the 
They are miracles, but they are used entire precincts of the temple, So in 
as signs to signify the matter of life. the next verse. 

11° The Lord’s divinity was mani- 15! This case of the of 
fested here. the temple reveals the purpose of 


17 


John 2:24—3:3 


during the feast, many believed into His name when they 


saw the signs which He did. 


24 But Jesus Himself did not entrust Himself to them, for 


He knew all men, 


25 And because He did not need anyone to testify con- 
cerning man, for “He Himself knew what was in man. 


CHAPTER 3 


1 ‘But there was a man of the Pharisees named *Nico- 


demus, a ruler of the Jews. 


b. Regeneration by the Divine Spirit in the Human Spirit 
3:2-13 
2 This one came to Him by night and said to Him, Rabbi, 
we know that You have come from God as a ‘teacher, for no 
one can do these “signs that You do unless "God is with him. 
3 Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, I say to 
you, Unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom 


of God. 


e., that life is for the building of the 
house of God. 
1S? Lit., cords made of rushes. 
19' The Greek word refers to the 
inner temple. So in wv. 20, 21. 
19° Jn three days signifies in resur- 
rection, 

1' But indicates that this case, 
concerning Nicodemus, differs from 
the case in the foregoing verses, 2:23- 
25. There the people believed into the 
Lord because they saw the miracles 
He performed. The Lord could not 
commit Himself to such people. But 
the case in this chapter concerns life 
'n regeneration; it reveals that this 
book is not for miraculous things but 
‘s only for life. This is why in this 
ook even the miracles done by the 
lord are called signs, signifying that 
'he Lord came for life so that God 
might be multiplied (12:24), not for 
miracles so that man might be bene- 
lited, 

2! Nicodemus considered Christ 
* teacher who had come from God. 
This indicates that he might have 
‘hought that he needed better teach- 
'ngs so that he could improve himself. 


But the Lord’s answer in the next 
verse unveiled to him that his need 
was to be born anew. To be born anew 
is to be regenerated with the divine 
life, a life different from the human 
life received by natural birth. Hence, 
his real need was not better teachings 
by which he could improve himself, 
but the divine life by which he could 
be remade. He was seeking for teach- 
ings, which belong to the tree of 
knowledge, but the Lord’s answer 
turned him to his need for life, which 
belongs to the tree of life (cf. Gen. 
2:9, 17). 

3! Or, born from above. So in v, 7. 
To be born anew is to be born from 
above, from heaven, that is, to be born 
from God, who is in heaven. 

3 In spiritual things, to see is to 
enter into (v. 5). 

3 The kingdom of God is the 
reign of God. It is a divine realm to be 
entered into, a realm that requires the 
divine life. Only the divine life can 
realize the divine things. Hence, for 
one to see, orto enter into, the king- 
dom of God requires that he be 
regenerated with the divine life, 
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4 ‘ne said to Him, How can a man be born when 
ne 18 old’ He cannot enter a second time into hi { 
womb and be born, can he? amc 

5 Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I sa 
; ’ : i y to you, Unless one 
is “born ‘of *water and the Spirit, he cannot enter i 
kingdom of God. ¥ : cae 

6 That which is *born ‘of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born 'of the "Spirit is “spirit. 

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must, be born | 
anew. 

8 The ‘wind blows where it wills, and you hear the ) 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from and ~ 
where it goes; so is everyone who is born “of the Spirit. 

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, How can these | 
things be? 

10 Jesus answered and said to him, You are a teacher of ; 
Israel, and you do not know these things? 

11 Truly, truly, I say to you, We speak that which we know 
and “testify of that which we have seen, and yet you do not 


receive our testimony. 


12 If I told you of the ‘things on earth and you do not 
believe, how will you believe if I tell you of the ‘things in 


heaven? 


" 


5! Lit., out of. 

5? The words of water and the 
Spirit should have been plain to 
Nicodemus, without any need of ex- 
planation. In Matt. 3:11 John the 
Baptist spoke the same words to the 
Pharisees; hence, they should have 
been fully understood among the 
Pharisees. Now Nicodemus, one of 
the Pharisees, was conversing with 
the Lord, and the Lord spoke these 
familiar words. “Water” was the cen- 
tral concept of the ministry of John 
the Baptist, that is, to terminate peo- 
ple of the old creation. “Spirit” is the 
central concept of the ministry of 
Jesus, that is, to germinate people in 
the new creation. ‘These two main 
concepts together constitute the con- 
cept of regeneration, Regeneration is 
the termination of people of the old 
creation with all their deeds, and the 
germination of people in the new cre- 
ation with the divine life. 


6! Lit. out of. 

@ The first Spirit mentioned here 
is the divine Spirit, the Holy Spirit of 
God, and the second spirit is the 
human spirit, the regenerated spirit of 
man. Regeneration is accomplished in 
the human spirit by the Holy Spirit of 
God with God’s life, the uncreated 
eternal life. Thus, to be regenerated is 
to have the divine, eternal life (in ad- 
dition to the human, natural life) as 
the new source and new element of a 
new person. 

7) Plural in Greek. 

8! The Greek word for wind is the 
same as that for spirit, Whether it is 
rendered wind or spirit depends on the 
context, This verse refers to something 
that blows, the sound of which can be 
heard, indicating that the word should 
be rendered wind. A regenerated per- 
son is like the ies ae be 
recognized but is beyond under- 
standing; even so, it is a fact, a reality. 


19 


John 8:18-16 


13 And “no one has ascended into heaven, but He who 
descended out of heaven, the Son of Man, 'who is in heaven, 


c. Satan‘s Evil Nature in Man’s Flesh Being Judged on the Cross 
through the Death of Christ in the Form of the Serpent 
That the Believers May Have Eternal Life 
3114-21 
14 And as “Moses lifted up the 'serpent in the wilder- 
ness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, A: 
15 That every one who believes into Him may have 'eter- 


nal life. 


16 For God so “loved the ‘world that He "gave His “only 
begotten Son, that every one who “believes into Him would 
not perish, but would have eternal life. 


8? Lit, out of. 

12' Things on earth here does not 
mean things of an earthly nature but 
things that take place on earth, in- 
cluding redemption and regeneration. 
In the same principle things in heaven 
in this verse does not mean things of 
1 heavenly nature but things that take 
place in heaven, In the next verse the 
Lord said that He was the One who 
descended out of heaven and who was 
still in heaven, This indicates that He 
knew the things that took place in 
heaven, because He was the One who 
vas in heaven all the time. 

13' Some ancient MSS omit, who 
is in heaven, 

14' This chapter deals with regen- 
cration, Regeneration, on one hand, 
brings the divine life with the divine 
nature into us. On the other hand, 
regeneration terminates the evil na- 
lure of Satan in our flesh, In Gen, 3 
satan, the serpent, injected his nature 
into man’s flesh, When the children 
of Israel sinned against God, they 
were bitten by serpents (Num, 21:4-9), 
God told Moses to lift up a bronze 
serpent on their behalf for God's 
judgment, that by looking upon that 
bronze serpent all might live. That 
vas a type. Here, in this verse, the 
| ord Jesus applied that type to Him- 
cif, indicating that when He was in 
he flesh, He was in “the likeness of 
‘he flesh of sin” (Rom. 8:3), which 
‘keness is equal to the form of the 


bronze serpent. The bronze serpent 
had the form of the serpent but was 
without the serpent’s poison. Christ 
was made in “the likeness of the flesh 
of sin,” but He did not participate in 
any way in the sin of the flesh (2 Cor. 
5:21; Heb. 4:15). When He was lifted 
up in the flesh on the cross, by His 
death Satan, the old serpent, was dealt 
with (12:31-33; Heb, 2:14), This 
means that the serpentine nature, 
within fallen man has been dealt with. 
When a man is regenerated with the 
divine life in Christ, his satanic nature 
is annulled, Because of this, in this 
portion of the Word, when the Lord 


revealed the matter of regeneration to 
Nicodemus, He specifically men- 
tioned this point. 


Nicodemus might have considered 
himself a moral and good man, But the 
Lord’s word in this verse implied that 
regardless of how good Nicodemus 
might have been outwardly, he had the 
serpentine nature of Satan inwardly, 
Asa descendant of Adam, he had been 
poisoned by the old serpent, and the 
serpent’s nature was within him. He 
needed the Lord not only to be the 
Lamb of God to take away his sin 
(1:29) but also to be in the form of the 
serpent that his serpentine nature 
might be dealt with on the cross and 
that he might have eternal life. In the 
principle set forth in ch. 2, this is the 
changing of death into life, 


John 3:17-22 20 


17 For God did not send the Son into the world to Teon- 

bere the world, but that the world might be saved through 
im. 

18 He who believes into Him is not ‘condemned; but he 
who does not believe has been ‘condemned already, because 
ms bie not believed into the name of “the only begotten Son 
0 ‘ 

19 And this is the ‘condemnation, that the ‘light has 
come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
than the light, for their works were evil. 

20 For every one who ‘practices evil hates the light, and 
does not come to the light, lest his works be 2reproved. ~ 

21 But he who does the 'truth comes to the light, that his 
works may be manifested that they are wrought in God. 


18° John 
1:18 
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1:9 


d. The Regenerated People 
Becoming the Bride of Christ as His Increase 
3:22-30 
22 After these things, Jesus and His disciples came into 
the land of Judea, and there He spent some time with them 


228 John and “baptized. 


4:1-2 


15! This is the divine life, the un- 
created life of God, which not only is 
everlasting with respect to time but 
also is eternal and divine in nature, So 
in vv. 16, 36. 

16! The world here refers to sinful, 
fallen people, who constitute the 
world. They have not only sin but also 
the poisonous element of the devil, 
the ancient serpent; hence, they have 
become serpents. They need Christ to 
die for them in the form of a serpent 
and be judged by God as their Substi- 
tute (v. 14); otherwise, they will 
perish (v. 16). Although men are ut- 
terly fallen, God still loves them with 
His divine love, which is Himself 
(1 John 4:8, 16), because they are ves- 
sels created by God according to His 
own image to contain Himself (Gen. 
1:26; Rom. 9:21a, 23). Moreover, He 
so loves them that He gave them His 
only begotten Son, His expression, 
that they might obtain His eternal life 
to become His many sons and be His 
corporate expression for the fulfill- 
ment of His eternal New Testament 
economy. Hence, God first regener- 


ates them by His Spirit (vv. 3-6) that 
they may have His eternal life (vv. 
15-16, 36a). Then He fills them with 
His unlimited Spirit (v. 34) that they 
may become the bride of Christ, who 
is above all and is all-inclusive (vv. 
31-35), to be His increase and fullness 
(vy, 28-30). 

16? Believing into the Lord is not 
the same as believing Him (6:30). To 
believe Him is to believe that He is 
true and real, but to believe into Him 
is to receive Him and be united with 
Him as one. The former is to acknowl- 
edge a fact objectively; the latter is to 
receive a life subjectively. 

17! Or, judge. 

18! Or, judged. 

19! Or, judgment. 

20! Le., does evil habitually. The 
same word is used in 5:29. 

202 Or, exposed, uncovered. 

21! According to the context, ruth 
here denotes uprightness (as opposed 
to evil—vv. 19-20), which is the real- 
ity manifested in a man who lives in 
God according to what He is, and 
which corresponds with the divine 


21 


John 3:23-31 


23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, 
pecause there was much water there; and people came and 


were baptized; 


24 For “John had not yet been thrown into prison. 

28 There arose therefore a questioning on the part of 
john’s disciples with a Jew about "purification. 

26 And they came to John and said to him, Rabbi, He who 
was with you “across the Jordan, of whom you have 
testified, behold, He-is ‘baptizing and all are coming to 


Him. 


27 John answered and said, A man cannot receive any- 
‘hing unless it has been given to him from heaven. 

28 You yourselves testify of me that I said, "I am not the 
Christ, but I have been sent before Him. 

29 “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend 
of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices with 
joy because of the bridegroom’s voice. This joy of mine 


therefore is made full. 


30 He must ‘increase, but I must decrease. 


e. The Immeasurable Son of God , 
for Man’s Believing unto Eternal Life 
3:31-36 
31 “Ee who comes from above is above all; he who is *from 
the earth is 2of the earth and speaks “out of the earth. "He 
who comes 2from heaven is above all. 


ight, which is God, as the source of 
the truth, manifested in Christ. See 
note 6° in 1 John 1. 
30! The increase in this verse is the 
bride in y. 29, and the bride there is a 
‘ving composition of all the regener- 
ated people. This means, in this 
hapter on regeneration, that regener- 
ution not only brings the divine life 
nto the believers and annuls the sa- 
lanic nature in their flesh, but it also 
lakes them the corporate bride for 
Christ’s increase. The last two points, 
the annulling of the serpentine nature 
in the believers and the believers’ 
being made the bride of Christ, are 
fully developed in John’s Revelation. 
Ihe book of Revelation reveals 
mainly how Satan as the old serpent 
will be fully eliminated (Rev. 20:2, 10) 


and how Christ’s bride, the New Jeru- 
salem, will be fully produced (Rey, 
21:2, 10-27). 

31' Verses 31-36 unveil to us the 
immeasurableness, the unlimited- 


ness, of Christ. He is such an.im-~ 


measurable and unlimited One, who 
comes from above, who is above all, 
to whom the Father has given all, and 
who dispenses the Spirit without 
measure. Such a One needs a univer- 
sal increase to be His bride to match 
Him, as revealed in vv. 22-30. He who 
believes into this immeasurable One 
has eternal life; he who disobeys this 
One is under the wrath of God. 

312 From, of, and out of are the 
same word in Greek. Sinee persons, 
matters, and things on the earth are 
from the earth, they are of the earth. 


John 3:32 4:9 
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Ya 
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26 
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3” John 
2 
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24:32 


32 What, He has seen and heard, of this He testifies, 
“no one receives His testimony, nv 

33 He who receives His testimony has sealed that God 
true, 14 

34 For He whom God has sent speaks the ‘words of God 
for He gives the Spirit not by measure. k 

38 "The Father loves the Son and has given all into His 
hand, , 

36 He who “believes into the Son has eternal life; but he 
who disobeys the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abides upon him, ' 


CHAPTER 4 


2. The Need of the Immoral—Life’s Satisfying : 
4:1-42 


a. A Thirsty Savior and a Thirsty Sinner 
w. 1-8 

1 When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus was making and “baptizing more disciples 
than John , 

2 (Although Jesus Himself did not baptize, but rather 
His disciples), 

3 He left "Judea and went away “again into Galilee. 

4 And He had to pass through Samaria. 

5 So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, “near 
the piece of land that Jacob gave to Joseph his son; 

6 And Jacob's ‘well was there. Jesus therefore, being 
wearied from the journey, sat thus by the ‘well; it was about 
the *sixth hour. 

7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, Give Me something to drink. 

8 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy 
food. 


b. The Emptiness of Religion’s Tradition 
and the Fullness of Life’s Living Water 
vw, 9-14 


9 The Samaritan woman then said to Him, How is it 
that You, being a Jew, ask for a drink from me, who am a 
He who comes from heaven refers to 34! See note 63° in ch. 6, 


one who is out of heaven; therefore, 6! Lit., fountain; as inv. 14, _ 
such a one is of heaven, 6 Le. 6:00 p.m. i 


13 


John 4:10-17 


Samaritan woman? (“For Jews have no dealings with 


'Samaritans,) 


10 Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the “gift 
of God and who it is who says to you, Give Me a drink, you 
would have asked Him, and He would have given you "living 


vater, 


11 The woman said to Him, Sir, You have no bucket, and 
ihe well is deep; where then do You get this living water? 

12 Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 
well and drank of it himself, as well as his sons and his 


ittle? 


13 Jesus answered and said to her, Everyone who ‘drinks 

of this water shall thirst again, 
14 But whoever “drinks of the water that I will give him 
hall "by no means thirst forever; but the water that I will 
vive him will become in him a fountain of water gushing up 


into eternal life, 


. 


c. The Way to Take the Living Water 
w. 15-26 


(1) To Make Confession of Sins 
vw. 15-18 


15 The woman said to Him, Sir, *give me this water so 
that I will not thirst nor come here to draw. 

16 He said to her, Go, 'call your husband and come here. 

17 The woman answered and said, I do not have a hus- 
hand. Jesus said to her, You have well said, I do not have a 


husband, 


9' Samaria was the leading re- 
gion of the northern kingdom of 
Israel and was the site of its capital 
(| Kings 16:24, 29). Around 700 
ic, the Assyrians captured Samaria 
and brought people from Babylon 
‘nd other heathen countries to the 
cities of Samaria (2 Kings 17:6, 24). 
From that time the Samaritans be- 
came a people of mixed heathen and 
Jewish blood. History tells us that 
they had the Pentateuch (the five 
books of Moses) and worshipped 
God according to that part of the Old 
Testament. But they were never rec- 


ognized by the Jews as being part of 
the Jewish people. 

13! This signifies the enjoyment of 
material things and the amusement 
obtained from worldly entertainment. 
These cannot quench the thirst deep 
within man. However much he drinks 
of this material and worldly “water,” 
he will thirst again. The more he 
drinks of this “water,” the more his 
thirst increases. 

14! See note 15! in ch. 3. 

16' This word was intended to 
touch her conscience by referring to 
her history of immorality, so that she 
would repent of her sins. 


» Matt. 
10:5; 
John 
8:48; 
Luke 
952-55 

10 Korn. 
6:24 

10” John 
T3799; 
Rev, 
21:6; 
221,17 


John 4:18-24 


18 For you have had “five husbands, and the one you n 
have is not your husband; this you have said truly, 


(2) To Contact God the Spirit 
in the Human Spirit and in Truthfulness 
w, 19-24 


19 The woman said to Him, Sir, I perceive that You area 


prophet. 
20" Gen. 
33:18-20 
20 Deut 
11:29- 
30; 


27:12 


Josh you worship the Father, 

8:33 

20° Deut 

12:5, 
11, 14, 
18, 21, 

26 

16:2, 6 

7a 
15,16 
21° John ae 
Beis 18! The woman tried the first hus- 

22° 2 Kings Ae " Pi + 
17:33 band, drinking of that “water,” and 
Ahi Mia she was not satisfied. Then she tried 
23° John the second, third, fourth, and fifth 
5:25; husbands. Since none of these satis- 
4:21 fied her, she was trying another. Her 
23 cf. Phil changing of husbands fully proved 
3:3 that however much she drank of that 
24* Rom “water,” she was still thirsty, “Every- 
19 one who drinks of this water shall 
thirst again.” This word of the Lord’s 
is true! 

20! The woman’s problem, like the 
questions in 8:3-5 and 9:2-3, was a 
matter of yes or no, which belongs to 
the tree of knowledge; but the Lord 
turned her to the spirit (vv. 21-24), 
which belongs to the tree of life 
(cf, Gen. 2:9, 17). 

24! God here is the complete 
Triune God—the Father, the Son, and 
the Spirit. 

24? Spirit here refers to the nature 
of the complete Triune God; it does 
not refer merely to the Lord Spirit. To 
worship God, who is Spirit, we must 
worship with our spirit, which is of 
the same nature as He is. 

24 This word was given to instruct 


24 'God is 


20 "Our fathers worshipped "in this mountain, yet you 
say that ‘in Jerusalem is the place where men must worship. 
21 Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, 
coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will 


22 “You worship that which you do not know; we worship 
that which we know, for salvation is of the Jews. 

23 But “an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father "in spirit and truthful- 
ness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him. 
*Spirit, and those who ’worship Him must 
worship “in ‘spirit and ®truthfulness. 


2: 


“an hour is 


the Samaritan woman regarding her 
need to exercise her spirit to contact 
God the Spirit. To contact God the 
Spirit with the spirit is to drink of the 
living water, and to drink of the living 
water is to render real worship to God. 

24* This is our human spirit, Ac- 
cording to typology, God should be 
worshipped (1) in the place chosen by 
God for His habitation (Deut, 12:5, 1 1, 
13-14, 18), and (2) with the offerings 
(Ley. 1—6). The place chosen by God 
for His habitation typifies the human 
spirit, where God’s habitation is today 
(Eph. 2:22). The offerings typify 
Christ; Christ is the fulfillment and 
reality of all the offerings with which 
the people worshipped God. Hence, 
when the Lord instructed the woman 
to worship God the Spirit in spirit and 
truthfulness, He meant that she 
should contact God the Spirit in her 
spirit instead of in a specific location, 
and through Christ instead of with the 
offerings. Since Christ, as the reality 
that issues in the human virtue of 
truthfulness, has come (vy, 25-26), all” 
the shadows and types are over. 

245 According to the context of 


(3) To Believe That Jesus Is the Christ 
wy. 25-26 
25 The woman said to Him, I know that *Messiah is 
oming (He who is called Christ); when He comes, He will 
ieclare all things to us. 
26 Jesus said to her, “I, who speak to you, am He. 


d. A Living Testimony with a Marvelous Harvest 
é w. 27-42 
27 And at this point His disciples came, and they mar- 
eled that He was speaking with a woman; yet no one said, 
What are You seeking? or, Why are You speaking with her? 
28 Then the woman ‘left her waterpot and went away into 
ie city, and said to the people, 
29 Come, see a man who told me all that I have done. “Is 
is not the Christ? 
30 They went out of the city and came to Him. ; 
31 In the meantime, the disciples urged Him, saying, 
Rabbi, eat. 
32 But He said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not 
know about. 
33 The disciples therefore said to one another, Has any- 
ine brought Him anything to eat? 
34 Jesus said to them, My food is *to do the will of Him 
who sent Me and “to finish His work. 
35 Do you not say that there are yet four months and ther 
he *harvest comes? Behold, I tell you, Lift up your eyes and 
ook on the fields, for they are already white for harvest. 


chapter and the entire revelation 

f John’s Gospel, truthfulness here 
‘enotes the divine reality becoming 
in's genuineness and sincerity 
hich are the opposite of the hypoc- 

y of the immoral Samaritan wor- 
pper—vyv. 16-18) for the true 
orship of God. The divine reality is 
rist (who is the reality—14:6) as 

he reality of all the offerings of the 
/id Testament for the worship of God 
29; 3:14) and as the fountain of 
ving water, the life-giving Spirit 
. 7-15), partaken of and drunk by 
\\s believers to be the reality within 
hem, which eventually becomes 
cir genuineness and sincerity in 
“hich they worship God with the 


worship that He seeks. See note 6° in 
1 John 1; Rom. 3:7; and note 8? in 
Rom. 15. 

26' By this word Jesus led her to 
believe that He was the Christ, that 
she might have eternal life (20:31). 
She believed (v. 29). 

28! Whoever drinks the living 
water and is satisfied with it will drop 
his preoccupations and testify of it. In 
the principle set forth in ch. 2, this 
also is the changing of death into life. 

29! This indicates that the woman 
believed that Jesus was the Christ. By 
thus believing, she received the living 
water and was satisfied. 

32! The sinner was satisfied by re- 
ceiving the Savior’s living water, and 


John 4:25-35 


29? John 
7:26, 31 


John 4:36-46 


42° 1 john 
4:14 
1 Tim 
41 
Luke 
2:1 


44 Matt 
13:57 


46° john 


2:1 


46° john 


2:9 


36 He who reaps receives wages and gathers fruit unto 
“eternal life, io enter Ghat he ed 
may rejoice together. } 

37 For in this the saying is true, One sovsianhlt ano 
reaps. ne 
38 I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; 
‘others have labored, and you have entered into their labor 

39 And many of the Samaritans from that city believe 
into Him because of the word of the woman who testified 
He told me all that I have done. 

40 So whet the lasdaritatia aad ae Nana H 
to remain with them, and He remained there two days. 
41 And many more believed because of His word. 

42 And they said to the woman, It is no longer because oi 
your speaking that we believe, for we ourselves have heard 
and know that this One ig truly Ghe,"Geviee asia aaa 4 


3. The Need of the Dying—Life’s Healing dys 
4:43-54 ' 


a. Christ Coming Back to Visitthe Place 
of Weak and Fragile People put) tll 
vy. 43-46a ed, 


43 And after the two days He went forth iy esi int 
Galilee, 
44 For Jesus Himself testified that *a ie has *r 
honor in his own country. 
45 Then when He came into Galilee, the Galileans re 
ceived Him, having seen all that He did in Jerusalem at th 
feast, for they also went to the feast. } 
46 He then came again to “Cana of *Galilee, where H 
had *made the water wine. at 


the Savior was satisfied by doing possess. Here the Lord sent His sci 
God's will in satisfying the sinner. ples to reap what the earlier orer 
Doing the will of God to satisfy the had sown. ht, 
sinner is the Savior’s food (v. 34). 44! The Lord went to Galilee 
36! Or, for. id gaining 6 1. 
36? See note 15! in ch. 3. ae : 4 
38! Others have labored should " Bi a 
ane SS ee of gh in he 2 ' 
ng the Samaritans using the Pen- ain a ’ 
tateuch (the first five books of the Old 52), signifies the world, which, 
Testament), which the Samaritans did low and mean condition. 


Q7 John 4:47—5:1 


b. The Weak and Fragile People Dying 
w. 46b-49 
And there was a certain royal official, whose son was sick in 
Capernaum. 

47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into 
Galilee, he went to Him and asked Him to come down and 
heal his son, for he was about to die. 

48 Jesus therefore said to him, Unless you see “signs and 
wonders, you will by no means believe. 

49 The royal official said to Him, Sir, come down before 
my little child dies. 


c. Healing by the Life-giving Word and through Believing 
vv. 50-54 

50 Jesus said to him, Go, your son lives. The man believed 
the !word which Jesus said to him and went his way. 

51 And as he was now going down, his slaves met him and 

aid that his child was living. : 

52 So he asked them the hour in which he got better. They 

aid then to him, Yesterday at the ‘seventh hour the fever 
left him. 

53 Then the father knew that it was in that hour in which 
Jesus said to him, Your son lives; and he believed, he and his 
whole house. fi 

54 Again, this second sign Jesus performed when He 
came out of Judea into Galilee. 

‘ 


CHAPTER 5 


4. The Need of the Impotent—Life’s Enlivening 
5:1-47 


a. The Inadequacy of Religion’s Law-keeping 
and the Sufficiency of the Son’s Life-giving 
: w. 1-9 
1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 


50! The word ‘of life out of the life. The second sign here is a con- 


mouth of the Lord gives life to the 
dying. 

52! L.e., 7:00 p.m. 

54! The first sign in Cana (2:1-11) 
signifies the changing of death into 
life, setting forth the principle of 


tinuation, an application of the 
principle of the changing of death 
into life. The source of death is the 
tree of knowledge, and the source 
of life is the tree of life (cf. Gen, 
2:9, 17), 


54? John 
Poet 


John 5:2-7 


2° Neh 
31 


2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the 'sheepga’ 
which is called in Hebrew *Bethesda, having “five ah 
3 "In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, 
lame, and withered, *waiting for the moving of the water. 
4 For an ‘angel went down from time to time in the 
and “stirred up the water; the first then to step in after 
stirring up of the water was made “well of whatever 


he was being held by, 


5 And a certain 'man was there, who had been th 


eight years in his sickness. 


6 When Jesus saw this one lying there and knew that 
had already been a long time in that condition, 'He-said t 
him, Do you want to get well? 

7 The sick man answered Him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred 
coming, another steps down before me. 


door to the sheepfold of the religion 
of law keeping (10:1). 

2? Bethesda means house of 
mercy, signifying that the people who 
practiced law keeping needed the 
mercy of God because they were im- 
potent, weak, and wretched, as por- 
trayed in Rom. 7:7-24. 

2° Porticoes signify the shelter of 
the religion of law keeping, a shelter 
like that provided by a sheepfold. The 
number five signifies responsibility. 

3! This signifies that under the 
shelter of law keeping, in the sheep- 
fold of religion, there are many who 
are blind, unable to see; many who are 
lame, unable to walk; and many who 
are withered, lacking the life supply. 

¥ Some MSS omit this last part 
of v. 3 and all of v. 4. 

4' The angel here signifies the 
agent through which the law, which 
could not give life, was given (Gal. 
3:19, 21). 

4 The stirring up of the water to 
make people well signifies the at- 
tempt to make people perfect by the 
practice of law keeping. 

4 Or, whole, sound. So in v, 6. 

$' With this sick and impotent 
man there was no happiness, even on 
the joyful day of a feast (v. 1), and 


DO} 


there was no rest, even on the Sabbatt 


ish religion became an impossibili 
because of the impotence of mai 
(Rom. 8:3), the Son of God came t 
enliven the dead (v.25). The law cou 


5:6), He came to enliven us. 
7' Or, Lord. } 
TP There was a means for healinj 

in the religion of law keeping, but 

did not profit the impotent m 

because he had no strength to fu 


29 John 6:8-18° 


8 Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your ‘mat and walk. 
9 And immediately the man 'became well, and he *took 
up his mat and walked. Now it was the “Sabbath on that day; 


b. Religion’s Opposition to Life 
w. 10-16 


10 Therefore the Jews said to the one who had been 
healed, It is the “Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to 
take up your mat. 

11 But he answered them, He who made me well, that 
One said to me, Take up your mat and walk. 

12 They asked him, Who is the man who said toyou, fale 
up your mat and walk? 

13 But he who had been healed did not know who it was, 
for Jesus had withdrawn, there being a crowd in that place. 

14 After these things Jesus found him in the temple and 
aid to him, Behold, you have become well; sin no more so 
‘hat nothing worse happens to you. . 

15 The man went away and told the Jews that Jesus was 
the One who made him well. 

16 And because of this the Jews persecuted Jesus ‘and 
sought to kill Him, because He did these things on the 
Sabbath. 


c. The Son Equal with the Father 
in Giving Life and Executing Judgment 
w. 17-30 


17 But Jesus answered them, My Father is ‘working until 
iow, and I also am working. 
18 Because of this therefore the Jews ‘sought all the more 


8 A small mattress or pad; $0 in “man who had been sick for thirty- 

), 10, 11, and 12. cight years, but life’s enlivening did. 
9 According to wv. 24-25, this is Yet the religious cared only for their 

ass out of death into life and to ritual of Sabbath keeping; they had no 

In the principle set forth inch. 2, concern for the sick man’s rest. 

s the changing of death into life. 14' This indicates that the man’s 
® Formerly, the mat carried the former sickness was due to his sin. 
potent man, but now the enlivened 16' Some MSS omit, and sought to 

carried the mat kill Him. / . 
10° Life’s enlivening broke reli- 17' God's work in creation was 
n's ritual. Religion was offended by finished (Gen. 2:1-3), but the Father 

and began its opposition to life and the Son were still working for re- 
mm this point (vv. 16, 18) -~ ; 
he Sabbath is for man (Mark 2:27) 18' On one hand, the religious 
‘ should be a rest to man. Religion’s people kept the Sabbath, but on the 

» keeping did not bring rest to this other hand, they sought to kill Jesus. 


® Matt. 
96; 


John 6:19-28 


18? John 
16:2 


18» Phil, 


20» John 
14:12 

21° Rom, 
4:17; 
6:11 

22° John 
5:27; 


3:14 


to "kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath | ; 

ca God His own Father, making Himself rier 
SA erat a 

19 Then Jesus answered and said to th Truly, 
say to you, “The Son can do nothing trom Flies? a 
what He sees the Father doing, for whatever that One toot 
these things the Son also does in like manner. — 

20 For “the Father loves the Son and shows Him all thing 
that He Himself is doing; and *greater works than these 
will show Him that you may marvel. if 

21 For just as the Father “raises the dead and gives them 
life, so also the Son gives life to whom He wills. Ty 

22 For neither does the Father judge anyone, _ ry nas 
given all “judgment to the Son, 

23 In order that all may honor the Son even as aoe ‘ 
the Father. He who does not honor te Son does not 
the Father who sent Him. 

24 Truly, truly, I say to you, He we hears Maavond and 
*believes Him who sent Me has ‘eternal life, and does not 
come into judgment but has passed out of *death into] ife 

25 Truly, truly, I say to you, An hour is coming, and it is 
now, when the 'dead will hear the voice of the Son of G 
and those who hear will ‘live. Se 

26 For just as the Father has life in Himself, so He gave 
to the Son to also have “life in Himself; 

27 And He gave Him authority to execute ‘judgment 
because He is the ‘Son of Man. 

28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming in : 
lal] in the tombs will hear His *voice 


How could “they have had rest? Be- 
cause of their religious concept, they 
thought that to kill those who would 
not keep their religious ritual was to 
offer service to God (16:2). This is 
Satan’s poisoning of people with re- 
ligion, causing them to murder, just as 
he poisons people with sin. 

18 Actually, the Son and the 
Father are one (10:30). 

24! See note 15! in ch. 3. 

24? Or, condemnation. 

24 The source of death is the tree 
of knowledge, and the source of life 
is the tree of life (cf. Gen. 2:9, 17). 
Hence, to pass out of death into life is 
to change the source of one’s living. 


John 5:29-36 


29 And will come forth: “those who have done good, to the 
“resurrection of life; and those who have “practiced evil, to 
the “resurrection of ‘judgment. 

30 “I can do nothing from Myself; as I hear, I judge, and 
*My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will but 


the ‘will of Him who sent Me. 


d. The Son’s Fourfold Testimony 
w. 31-47 


true. 


31 If *I testify concerning Myself, My testimony is not 


(1) The Testimony of John the Baptist 
w. 32-35 


32 There is another who testifies concerning Me, and I 
know that the testimony which he testifies concerning Me is 


true. 


33 You have sent people to John, and “he has testified to 


the Itruth. 


34 But it is not from man that I receive My testimony, but 
| say these things that you may be saved. 


35 He was the lamp that was burning and shining, and 


you were willing to exult for a while in his light. 


(2) The Testimony of the Son’s Work 
v. 36 


36 But I have the testimony which is greater than that of © 


John, for the “works which the Father has given Me to finish, 
the works themselves which I do, testify concerning Me that 


the Father has !*sent Me. 


29! This is the resurrection of the 
saved believers, which will take place 
before the millennium (Rev. 20:4, 6; 
! Cor. 15:23, 52; 1 Thes. 4:16). At the 
Lord Jesus’ coming back, the dead 
believers will be resurrected to enjoy 
ternal life. Hence, this resurrection 

called the resurrection of life. 

29? See note 20! in ch. 3. 

29° This is the resurrection of the 
unbelievers who have perished; it will 
lake plage after the millennium (Rev. 
‘0.5, 12). All the dead unbelievers 
vill be resurrected after the thousand 
years to be judged at the great white 
‘hrone (Rev. 20:11-15). Hence, this 


resurrection is called the resurrection 
of judgment. 

In this chapter vv. 24-26 speak con- 
cerning the enlivening of the spirit; 
vy. 28-29, concerning the resurrec- 
tion of the whole being, including the 
body. 

294 Or, condemnation. 

33! The same Greek word as for 
reality in 1:14, 17. The preceding 
verse says that John testified con- 
cerning Christ; this verse says that 
John testified to the truth. This 
proves that truth here is Christ (14:6). 
According to the entire revelation of 
this Gospel, truth is the divine reality 
embodied, revealed, and expressed in 


29° Dan, 
12:2; 
Acts 


John 6:4'7-47 


97" John 
Hb 


43° John 
10:25 


46" Deut 


18:15, 
18-19; 


Luke 
24:27 
47° Luke 


16:29, 


31 


(4) the Testimony oh the Fated. 
W576 


37 And the “Father who sent Me, He has "testi 
corning Me, You have neither heard His voice at 
nor have you seen His form, 

4B And you do not have His word abiding in 
whom He sent, thie One yom deomel Sahara, 


(4) The Toman ag the Sethian 
< ae 

39 You ‘search the Pitti (Oita 
them you have eternal life; and it is meeriet 
concerning Me, 

40 Yet you are nek wis 
have life. 

41 I do not receive glory from men. 

42 But I know you, thet you de Aue aaa 
in yourselves. 

43 I have come “*in the name of My é C 
receive Me; if another comes in his own name, 
receive him. veda | 

44 How can you believe when you receive glory fr 
another and do not seek the glory that is from 

45 Do not think that I will accuse you before 
there is one who accuses you: Moses, in whom you fs 
your hope. 

46 For if you believed Moses, you 
*he wrote concerning Me. 

47 But “if you do not. believe hhie-saaiaaaa 
believe My words? 


Christ, the Son of God. See note 6* in 
1 John 1. 

36! See note 6! in ch. 1; so in v. 38. 

37! This refers to the Father’s testi- 
mony concerning the Lord, given at 
the time He was baptized (Matt. 3:17). 
At that time the Jews heard the 
Father's voice and saw the form of the 
Holy Spirit (Luke 3:22), ape 
prior to that time they had 
heard His voice at any time nor nail 
His form. 

39' To “search the Scriptures” 
may be separated from “come to Me” 


33 


CHAPTER 6 


5. The Need of the Hungry —Life’s Feeding 
6:1-71 


a. The Hungry World and the Feeding Christ 


w. 1-15 
1 After these things Jesus went away across the ‘Sea of 
Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 
2 And a great crowd followed Him, because they saw the 
‘signs which He did on those who were sick. 
3 And Jesus went up to the ‘mountain and sat there with 


His disciples. 


4 Now the “Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. 

5 ‘Jesus then lifting up His eyes and seeing that a great 
crowd was coming toward Him, said to Philip, Where shall 
we buy bread that these may eat? 

6 But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew 


what He was about to do. 


7 Philip answered Him, Two hundred 1denarii worth of 
bread is not sufficient for them, that each one may take a 


little. 


8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 


said to Him, 


9 There is a little boy here who has ‘five “barley loaves 
and two fish; but what are these for so many? 


the Son and the Father are one 
10:30). See note 26? in ch. 14. 

1! This case is in contrast to the 
case in ch. 5. There the person was by 
« pool; here the people are around a 
ica, The scene of the foregoing case 
was the holy city with a sacred pool 
for man’s healing. The scene of this 
ase is the wilderness with a secular 
ca for man’s livelihood. The person 
n the previous case was impotent and 
eeded life’s enlivening. The people 
\n this case are hungry and need life's 
‘ceding. In typology the land signifies 
‘he earth, which was created by God 
for man to live on, and the sea signi- 
flies the -world, which has been 
orrupted by Satan and in which 
llen mankind lives, In this world 
nankind is hungry and has no satis- 
faction. In this world mankind is 


troubled and has no peace, as por- 
trayed in v. 18. 

3! A mountain signifies a tran- 
scendent position above the land and 
the sea. To enjoy Christ’s feeding, 
people must go with Christ to the 
mountain. 

4! In the Passover, people slay the 
redeeming lamb, sprinkle its blood, 
and eat its flesh. This typifies Christ 
as our Passover (1 Cor. 5:7). He is the 
redeeming Lamb of God (1:29, 36) 
slain for us that we may eat His flesh 
and drink His blood, taking Him in as 
our life supply that we may live by 
Him. 

7! The denarius was the chief sil- 
ver coin of the Romans; it was consid- 
ered good pay for a day’s labor (see 
Matt, 20:2). 

9! The number five signifies re- 
sponsibility, indicating here that 


John 6:1-9 


28 John 
211; 
4:54 


4° John 
2:13; 
Exo. 

12:11, 14 

54 wv. 
5-13: 
Matt. 
14:14- 
21; 
Mark 
6:34-44; 
Luke 
9:12-17; 
cf. Matt. 
15:32-37 


John 6:10-17 


iin 


—_ said, Have the people recline. Now there 
much grass in the place. So the i num 
about five thousand. ibickiaph bavi: 
11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when He ven 
thanks, He distributed to those hones aE wine 
also of the fish, as much as they wanted. ‘ i 
12 And when they were filled, He said to His discip 
Gather the broken pieces left over that nothing may bi 
_13 So they gathered them and filled ‘twelve handb 
with broken pieces from the five barley loaves which wer 
left over among those who had eaten. Vana’ g 


14 The people therefore, seeing the sign which He did 
said, This is truly the *Prophet who is to come into the 
15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and 
take Him by force "to make Him *King, ‘withdrew again Ui 


the mountain, Himself alone. he 
nthe 


b. The Troubled World and the Peace-giving Christ 
wy. 16-21 aby i 

16 And when evening fell, His disciples went down to 
sea, i oky era, 2 

17 And they got into a boat and began crossing the sea t¢ 
Capernaum. And it had already become dark, and Jesus! 
not yet come to them. i peta 
Christ bears the responsibility to be 
our life supply. The number two signi- 
fies testimony, testifying here that 
Christ is our life supply. 

9 Loaves are of the vegetable life 
and signify the generating aspect of 
Christ’s life. Fish are of the animal 
life and signify the redeeming aspect 
of Christ's life. As the generating life, 
Christ grows in the land, the God- 
created earth; as the redeeming life, He 
lives in the sea, the Satan-corrupted 
world. In order to regenerate us, He 
grew on the God-created earth that 
He might reproduce; in order to re- 
deem us, He lived in the satanic and 
sinful worid. But He is not sinful, not 
affected by the world, just as fish live 
in salt water but are not salty. 

In the Jewish land barley ripens ear- 
liest and is the first of the harvest, 
hence, it typifies the resurrected 


36 John 6:18-28 
j 
18 And because a strong wind was blowing, the ‘sea was 
churning, 
19 Then, when they had *rowed about ‘twenty-five or 
thirty stadia, they saw *Jesus walking on the sea and com- 
ing near the boat, and they became frightened. 
20 But He said to them, It is I. Do not be afraid. 
21 Then they were willing to ‘take Him into the boat; and 
immediately the boat was at the land to which they were 


going. 


c. The Bread of Life 
w. 22-71 


(1) Seekers after the Perishing Food 
w. 22-31 


22 The next day the crowd which stood on the other side 

{ the sea saw that there had been no other small boat there 

xcept one, and that Jesus had not gotten into the boat with 
His disciples, but that His disciples had gone away alone. 

23 But other small boats from Tiberias came near to the 
place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given 
thanks. 

24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor 
His disciples, they themselves got into the small boats and 
came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

25 And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, _ 
they said to Him, Rabbi, when did You get here? 

26 Jesus answered them and said, Truly, truly, I say to 
you, You seek Me not because you have seen signs, but 
‘because you ate of the bread and were filled. 


27 *Work not for the food which perishes, but for the "food 272 Isa. 
which abides unto ‘eternal life, which the Son of Man will _, phe 
give you; for Him has the Father, even God, sealed. 6:53-54 


28 Then they said to Him, What shall we ‘do that we may 
work the works of God? 


18' The churning of the sea signi- 
‘ies the troubles in human life. 
19! [.e., about three or four miles. 
19° This signifies that the Lord can 
errule all the troubles of human 
'e He can walk on the troubling 
aves of human life, and all the trou- 


Dles are under His feet. 


21' We need tc take the Lord into 
our “boat” (our married life, our family, 
our business, etc.) and enjoy peace with 
Him on the journey of human life. 

27’ See note 15! in ch. 3; so in wv. 
40, 47, 54, 68. 

28! Fallen man’s concept concern- 
ing God is that he must do something 


John 6:29-40 36 


30° 1 Cor 
1:22 


31° Exo 
1615 
18, 31; 
1 Cor 
10:3 

31” Exo. 
16:4; 
Neh 
O15; 
Psa 
78:24; 
105:40 


35° John 
44 


37® John 
6:39, 
65 
17:2 
24 

388 John 
3:13; 
6:41, 
50, 58 

38° Matt 
26:39 

38° John 
4:34; 
5:30 

3% John 
17:12 
18:9 

39% John 
6:44 
54 


29 Jesus answered and said to them, This is the work of 
God, that you "believe into Him whom He has “sent. . 
30 They said then to Him, What “sign then will You do 
that we may see and believe You? What work will You do? 
31 Our fathers “ate the manna in the wilderness, as it is 
written, “"He gave them bread out of heaven to eat” 


(2) Food Abiding to Eternal Life 
wy. 32-71 ’ 


(a) Incarnated 

w. 32-51a £ 
32 Jesus therefore said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, 
Moses has not given you the bread out of heaven, but My 
Father gives you the true bread out of heaven. 4 

33 For the bread of God is He who ‘comes down out 
heaven and gives life to the world. 
34 They said therefore to Him, Lord, give us this bread 
always. 


comes to Me "shall *by no means hunger, and he who believes 
into Me shall by no means ever thirst. i 
36 But I have said to you that you have also seen Me, a 
yet you do not believe. pe 
37 All that the Father “gives Me will come to Me, and him 
who comes to Me I shall by no means cast out. ” 
38 For "I have come down from heaven *not to do My own 
will but the ‘will of Him who sent Me. 
39 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of a 
which He has given Me I should “lose nothing but should 
‘raise it up in the last day. ‘ 
40 For this is the will of My Father, that every one who 
beholds the Son and believes into Him should have eternal 
life, and I will raise him up in the last day. >. 
292 See note 6! in ch. 1; so in v, 57 


for God and work for God. This is the 


principle of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil in Gen. 2. 

29' The Lord’s concept concern- 
ing God is that man should believe 
into Him, that is, receive Him as life 
and the life supply. This is the prinei- 
ple of the tree of life, which brings in 
life, as seen in Gen. 2. It is in contrast 
to the principle of the tree of knowl- 
edge, which brings in death. 


33! Through incarnation, 4 
35! The bread of life is the life sup 
ply in the form of food, It is like t 
tree of life (Gen. 2:9), which also | 
the life supply “good for food. 


ai John 6:41-58 


41 The Jews therefore murmured concerning Him 
because He said, I am the bread that “came down out of 41° John 


heaven. 50,38; 
42 And they said, “Is not this Jesus, the ‘son of Joseph, 313. 
whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, "I 42" Luke 
have come down out of heaven? 4ob pene 
43 Jesus answered and said to them, Do not murmur 6:38 
umong yourselves. 
44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 44 john 
draws him; and I will ‘raise him up in the last day. b Le, 
45 It is written in the prophets, “‘And they shall all be 31:3; 
taught of God.” Every one who has heard and learned from John 
the Father comes to Me. 40 oe 
46 “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except Hin who 6:39, 


s '*from God, He has seen the Father. ne 


54 Isa. 
47 Truly, truly, I say to you, He who believes “has eternal 54:13 
life. 45° 1 Thes. 
48 I am the bread of life. " 469 tae 
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and 1:18 
oe 46" John 
hey died. 7:29; 
50 This is the bread which *comes down out of heaven, 16:27: 
that anyone may “eat of it and not die. a ie 
51 Lam the ‘living bread which came down out of heaven; 3:16; 
i i a i . 5:24 
if anyone eats of this bread, *he shall live forever; ue 
(b) Slain rye: 
w. 51b-55 * 50> John 
And the bread which I will give is My *flesh, given *for the er pe 
life of the >world. 6:58 
52 The Jews then contended with one another, saying, se 


How can this man give us His flesh to eat? 

53 Jesus therefore said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, 
Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood, you do not have life within yourselves. 


42! See note 45! in ch. 1. 

46' See note 145 in ch. 1. 

51! Bread of life (v. 35) refers to 
he nature of the bread, which is life; 
\ving bread refers to the condition of 
‘he bread, which is living. 

Si? At this point the bread be- 

mes the flesh. Bread is of the 
egetable life and is only for feeding; 

esh is of the animal life and is not 
‘nly for feeding but also for redeem- 


ing. Before the fall of man, the Lord 
was the tree of life (Gen. 2:9), which 
is only for feeding man. After man fell 
into sin, the Lord became the Lamb 
a: 29), which is not only for feeding 

but also for redeeming him (Exo. 
12: 7-8). 

51: The Lord gave His body, that 
is, His flesh, dying for us that we 
might have life. 

53! At this point blood is added, 


dodo G44-69 


Se AM 


M4 He who ‘eats My “flesh and drinks My 
eternal Lif and Lill “paige him up inthe lastday 
SS Ror My Mesh is true fod, and My blood is true: 
: wu 
fe) Resurrected to Incwell teed oonaty 
WwW, S659 Z 2 


So He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood “abides 
Me and ‘Tin bin, eke 


S* As the living Father has sant Me and T live because 
the Rather, so he who ‘eats Me, he also shall “live because « 
Me i 


Ss ‘This is the bread which came down out of heaven, r 
as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread “shall 
NKrever ‘ 


& He said these things in a synagogue as He taught 


Capernaum, 


(@® Ascended 
W, O82 « 


oo Many therefore of His disciples, when they 
sani, This word is hard: who can hear it? its ll 
ol But Jesus, Knowing in Himself that His disciples 
murmuring about this, said to them, Does this 


you? 


e2 Then what if you saw the San of Man ascending 
where He was befdre? 


whed & occessary Ae So] 
(OE NE Hed, SID Mate WIE T Re. 
HIM Rem Hh, 

SO LA, mastivates @ da We SS 
SRS 

S@ Here flesh and Mood are men. 
teen’ sqparated. The on of 
NOW wand Med odoates Here 
Me Low’ clear) undicarad His death, 
what ss His Detag slain, He gave His 
NAY and Sed Ris Mood Ae ws that 
we wnay have cteraal BR Ro eat Hs 
Mesh ss & rome by ype 
aul im gvorg His Qogy Ar wg aad 
drak Ris Nood & t receive by Rah 
prey anager 
Ns Nood Rr es RB cat His Mek 
drei His Nod is & receive Bim, ie 
Hs xaiomemon, as BR aad the DR 


(e) Becoming the Life-giving Spirit 
w. 63-65 


63 “It is the ‘Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits noth- 


if 


the “words which I have spoken to you are spirit and are 


64 But there are some of you who do not believe. For 


Jesus “knew from the beginning who were the ones who did 

not believe and ’who was the one who would *betray Him. 
65 And He said, For this reason I have told you that *no 

one can come to Me unless it has been "given to him from the 


Father. 


(f) Embodied and Realized 
in the Word of Life 
vv. 66-71 


66 From that time many of His disciples went back to 
vhat they left behind and no longer walked with Him. 


mplied. In this verse His ascension, 
hich followed His resurrection, is 
arly mentioned. The Lord’s ascen- 
ion was the proof that His redemp- 
e work had been completed (Heb. 
5D), 
63! At this point the Spirit who 
ves life is brought in. After resurrec- 
on and through resurrection, the 
Lord Jesus, who had become flesh 
!:14), became the Spirit who gives 
fe, as is clearly mentioned in 1 Cor. 
545.-It is as the life-giving Spirit 
it He can be life and the life supply 
us. When we receive Him as the 
ucified and resurrected Savior, the 
pirit who gives life comes into us to 
npart eternal life into us. We receive 
¢ Lord Jesus, but we get the Spirit 
ho gives life. 
63° Flesh here, according to the 
ntext, refers to the meat of the phys- 
‘| body, When the Lord said, “The 
read which I will give is My flesh” 
51), the Jews thought that He 
ould giye them the meat of His phys- 
1! body to eat (v, 52). They did not 
derstand the Lord’s word rightly. To 
em it was a hard word (v. 60). 
ence, in this verse the Lord ex- 


plained that what He would give them 
to eat was not the meat of His physical 
body; the meat, which is the flesh, 
profits nothing. What He would give, 
eventually, was the Spirit who gives 
life, who is the Lord Himself in resur- 
rection. 


63° The Greek word for words, here 


and in v. 68, is rhema, which denotes 
the instant and present spoken word. It 
differs from /ogos (used for Word in 
1:1), which denotes the constant word. 
Here the words follows the Spirit. The 
Spirit is living and real, yet He is very. 
mysterious, intangible, and difficult 
for people to apprehend; the words, 
however, are substantial. First, the 
Lord indicated that for giving life He 
would become the Spirit. Then He said 
that the words He speaks are spirit and 
life. This shows that His spoken words 
are the embodiment of the Spirit of 
life. He is now the life-giving Spirit in 
resurrection, and the Spirit is embod- 
ied in His words. When we receive His 
words by exercising our spirit, we get 
the Spirit, who is life. 

64' Lit., deliver Him up; so 
throughout the book. 


John 6:67—7:2 


68? John 
6:63 
17:8 


70° John 
15:16 

70 John 
1332 
27; 
8:44 
17:12 


1 John 
5:16, 18 


24 Lev 
23:34; 
Deut 
16:16 


67 Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Do you also want ; 


go away? 


68 Simon Peter answered 
go? You have “words of etern: 


69 And we have believed and have come to know that Yor 


are the Holy One of God. 


70 Jesus answered them, Was it not I who “chose you, thi 
twelve? Yet one of you is *a devil. ~ 


71 Now He spoke of Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, fo 
he, one of the twelve, would betray Him, 


CHAPTER 7 


6. The Need of the Thirsty — 
Life’s Quenching 
7:1-52 


a. Life under the Persecution of Religion 
Ww. 1-36 


(1) Religion’s Plot and Religion’s Feast 
w. 1-2 


) 
1 And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for He 
would not walk in Judea, because the Jews were “seeking t 


‘kill Him. 


2 Now the Jews’ "Feast of Tabernacles was near. 


al life, 


Him, Lord, to whom shall w 


1' Although the Lord is God the 
Creator, He lived on earth as a man 
and suffered persecution at the hands 
of His creatures 

2! Inthe scene of the case in ch. 6 
there was the Feast of the Passover. In 
the scene of this case in ch. 7 there is 
the Feast of Tabernacles. The Feast of 
the Passover is the first of the Jewish 
annual feasts, and the Feast of Taber- 
nacles is the last (Lev. 23:5, 34), The 
Feast of the Passover, being the first 
feast of the year, implies the begin- 
ning of man’s life (cf. Exo. 12:2-3, 6), 
which involves man’s seeking for sat- 

isfaction and results in man’s hunger. 
The Feast of Tabernacles, being the 
last feast of the year, implies the com- 
pletion and success of man’s life (ef. 


Exo. 23:16), which will end and 
result in man’s thirst. In the scene o 
the Feast of the Passover, the Lord 
presented Himself as the bread of life, 
which satisfies man’s hunger. In th 
scene of the Feast of Tabernacles 
the Lord promised that He would 
flow forth the living water, h 
quenches man’s thirst, 

After the full harvest of their crops, 
the Jewish people observed the Fea: 
of Tabernacles to worship God 
enjoy what they had 
16:13-15). Hence, this feast signifi 
the completion, achievement, and 
success in man’s career, man’s stud 
and other matters of human life, 
including religion, with the joy 
enjoyment thereof. 


41 : John 7:3-12 


(2) Life’s Suffering of Man’s Unbelief 
w. 3-5 
3 His brothers therefore said to Him, Depart from here 
nd go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may behold 
our works which You are doing; 
4 For no one does anything in secret and himself seeks 
be known openly. If You do these things, manifest cates 
the world. 
5 For not even His brothers believed into Him. 


(3) Life’s Limitation in Time 


w. 6-9 

6 Jesus therefore said to them, My “time has not yet 

1e, but your time is always ready. aes 30; 
7 The *world cannot hate you, but it hates Me, because I cf. Matt. 
tify concerning it, that its works are evil. 26:18 
8 You go up to the feast; I am not going up to this feast, 4 pets) 

ause My “time has not yet been fulfilled. 7° John 

9 And having said these things to them, He remained in =e 
ilee. 7:6, 30 

(4) Life’s Seeking of God’s Glory 
wy. 10-24 


10 But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then 
« Himself also went up, ‘not openly, but as it were in secret. 
11 The Jews therefore “sought Him at the feast and said, 11" John 
Vhere is He? 
!2 And there was much murmuring about Him among 
© crowds: *some said, He is a good man; but others said, 12" john 
rather He leads the crowd astray. 7:40-43, 


rdained the Feastof Taberna- God and of the Lamb to quench man’s 

that the children of Israel thirst (Rev. 22:1, 17). At the end of 
remember how their fathers, such a feast, which had such a back- 
wandering in the wilderness,” ground, Christ cried out the promise 
°d in tents (Lev. 23:39-43),ex- oF the rivers of living water, which 
£ to enter into the rest of the will satisfy man’s expectation for 
and Hence, this feast is a re- eternity (vv. 37-39). 


cr that today le are still in : 
derneds and pack Gasesianl 2 Larvae sie pp = 
of the New Jerusalem, which 2, infinite, unlimited God, He In 

~ernal tabernacle (Rev, 21:2-3), here on earth as a man, being limited 
am, Isaac, and Jacob also lived ¢ven in the matter of time. 

s and looked forward to this _ 10" Although He is the Almighty 
s! tabernacle (Heb. 11:9-10), in God, as a man under persecution the 
' there will be a river of water of Lord was limited also in relation to 

‘ceeding out of the throne of His activity. 


John 7:13-28 


13° John 
9:22 
19:38, 
20:19 


16? John 
8:28, 
12:49-50 


2@ john 
3:48 


23 john 
59 


27° cf. john 


13 Yet no one spoke openly about Him for “fear of th 
Jews. q 

14 But when it was now the middle of the feast, « 
went up into the temple and began to teach. 

15 The Jews therefore marveled and said, How does 
man know letters, ‘without ever having studied? , 

16 Jesus therefore answered them and said, “My teac 
is not Mine, but His who sent Me. a 

17 If anyone resolves to do His will, he will know conce! 
ing the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speal 
from Myself. 

18 He who speaks from himself *seeks his own gl 1 
He who seeks the glory of Him who sent Hin! One | 
true, and unrighteousness is not in Him, 

19 “Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of yo 
keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill Me? 

20 The crowd answered, You "have a demon! Who is see 
ing to kill You? 4 

21 Jesus answered and said to them, I did “one work, au 
you all marvel. 

22 For the same reason “Moses gave you circumcision (n 
that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and on tl 
Sabbath you circumcise a man. 

23 If aman receives circumcision on the Sabbath that tl 
law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with J 
because I "made an entire man well on the Sabbath? 

24 Do not judge according to ‘appearance, ay ” 
righteous judgment. 


(5) Life’s Source and Origin— 

God the Father 
w. 25-36 ; 
25 Then some of the people of Jerusalem sid at th 
the One whom they are seeking to kill? 
26 And look, He is speaking openly, and they say no hit 
to Him. Have the rulers, perhaps, really recognized that th 
is the Christ? : 
27 But we “know where this man is from; yet when , 
Christ comes, no one knows where He is from. 
28 Jesus therefore cried out in the temple, teaching a 
saying, You both “know Me and ‘know where I am from; 


15! Although He is the omniscient _ peared to be illiterate. , 
God, as a lowly man the Lord ap- 24! Or, countenance, face, sight 


Ad John 7:29-39 


| have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true 
hom you do not ‘know. ( 

29 I "know Him, because I ‘am !from Him, and He 2sent 
Vie. ¢ 
30 They sought then to ‘seize Him, yet no one laid a hand 
on Him, because *His hour had not yet come. 

31 But many out of the crowd believed into Him and said, 
Will the Christ, when He comes, do more signs than this 
man has done? 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these 
things about Him, and the chief priests and the Phari 
sent attendants to arrest Him. : 

33 Jesus therefore said, *I am still with you a little while, 

id then *I am going to Him who sent Me. 
34 “You will seek Me and will not find Me; and where I 
n, you cannot come. 
35 The Jews then said to one another, Where is this man 
bout to go that we will not find Him? Is He about to go to 
\ie Jews in dispersion among the Greeks and teach the 
Greeks? 
36 What is the word which He said, You will seek Me and 
ill not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come? 


b. Life’s Cry to the Thirsty Ones 
w. 37-39 


37 Now on the 4Jast day, the great day of the feast, Jesus 


‘ood and cried out, saying, If anyone “thirsts, let him "come ~ 


Me and “drink. 

38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of 
s ‘innermost being shall !flow **rivers of living water. 

39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those 
ho believed into Him were about to receive; for the Spirit 
‘s not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 


28' Inward, subjective under- 
ding, So in the next verse. 
29" See note 14° in ch. 1. 
29° See note 6! in ch. 1. ‘ 
7. The last day here signifies that 
ic enjoyment of any success in the 
‘an life will end. There is a “last 
to every kind of material thing 
he physical life. 
‘8 In the principle set forth in 
this also is the changing of death 
ife. The source of death is the tree 


of knowledge, and the source of life is 
the tree of life. This book shows us that 
life is in opposition to death (5;24-25; 
8:24; 11:25-26). 

38? The rivers of living water are 
the many flows of the different aspects 
of life (cf. Rom. 15:30; 1 Thes. 1:6; 
2 Thes. 2:13; Gal. 5:22-23), originat- 
ing from the one unique river of water 
of life (Rev. 22:1), which is God’s 
Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2). 


John 7:40-49 


41 John 
1:41 

41° John 
7:52; 


48? John 
12:42 


c. Division Caused by Life’s dbisideee- 
vv. 40-52 


40 Some of the crowd therefore, when they heaia 
words, said, This is truly the *Prophet. 

41 Others said, This is the *Christ. Butea Dox 
then the Christ come out of "Galilee? , 

42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes o 
of the *seed of David and from “Bethlehem, the villa 
where David was? 

43 So there arose a division among the crowd 
Him. 

44 And some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one E 
hands on Him. 

45 The attendants therefore came to the chief priests a1 
Pharisees, and these said to them, Why did you Dek 
Him? 

46 The attendants answered, “Never has amans 
this man has. ‘ 

47 The Pharisees then answered them, Have you 
been deceived? 

48 Has any one of the “rulers or Pharisees believed: 
Him? 

49 But this crowd which does not know the law is 
cursed. 


39! The Spirit of God was there 
from the beginning (Gen. 1:1-2), but at 
the time the Lord spoke this word, the 
Spirit as the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 
8:9), the Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil. 
1:19), was not yet, because the Lord 
had not yet been glorified. Jesus was 
glorified when He was resurrected 
(Luke 24:26). After Jesus’ resurrec- 
tion, the Spirit of God became the 
Spirit of the incarnated, crucified, and 
resurrected Jesus Christ, who was 
breathed into the disciples by Christ in 
the evening of the day on which He 
was resurrected (20:22). The Spirit is 
now the “another Comforter,” the 
Spirit of reality promised by Christ 
before His death (14:16-17). When the 
Spirit was the Spirit of God, He had 
only the divine element. After He be- 
came the Spirit of Jesus Christ through 
Christ’s incarnation, crucifixion, and 


resurrection, the Spirit had t h 
divine element and the human 
ment, with all the essence and c 


to receive (vv. sg mh 
41! The Lord was born in B 
hem (Luke 2:4-7) but was 


5:16) but according to the Spiri 


0) 


John 7:50—8:3 


50 "Nicodemus said to them (he who came to Him before, 


being one of them), 


51 Does our law ‘condemn a man unless it first hears 
‘om him and knows what he is doing? wig 

52 They answered and said to him, Are you also from 
culilee? Search and see that no prophet arises out of 


Galilee, 


7, The Need of Those 
under the Bondage of Sin— 
Life’s Setting Free 
7:53—B:59 


a. Who Is without Sin? 
7:53—8:9 


53 ‘And everyone went to his own house. 


CHAPTER 8 


1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2 And early in the morning He came again into the 
comple, and all the people came to Him, and He sat down 


ind taught them. 


3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought a ‘woman 
aught in adultery, and having set her in the midst, 


51! Or, judge. 
53! Many ancient manuscripts omit 
38:14, 


3! In this Gospel nine cases have 
cn selected to prove that the Lord 
us is the life and the life supply 
people. The first six cases, in chs. 
7, form a group of signs signify- 
: that, on the positive side, the Lord 
the life and the life supply to us 
' regenerating, satisfying, heal- 
», enlivening, feeding, and thirst 
inching, The last three cases, ‘n 
s. 8-11, form a group of signs sig- 
fying that, on the negative side, the 
vrd is life to us to deliver us from the 
vee main negative things: sin, blind- 
s, and death 
The case in this chapter reveals all 
ic matters related to the problem of 
n (1) the source of sin——the devil, 
) the three main items of sin— 


pamiinetee nborabsrweis 
adultery and fornication, murder, and 


lies (vv. 3, 41, 44); (3) the bondage, or 
slavery, of sin; (4) the issue, or result, 
of sin—death; (5) the One who is 
without sin—the Lord; (6) the One 
who is qualified to condemn sin—the 
Lord; (7) the One who is qualified to 
forgive sin—the Lord; (8) the One 
who is able to set people free from 
sin—the Lord. The Lord is the ever- 
existing God, the great | Am, who 
became the Son of Man and was lifted 
‘up on the cross to bear our sins; 
hence, He is qualified to forgive our 
sins. Furthermore, the being 
the eternal God, can come into us to 
be life and light to deliver us from the 
bondage and darkness of sin. 

The case in this chapter shows also 
that the religion (represented by the 
temple— vy. 2, 20) of law (vv. 5, 17) 
cannot set people free from sin and 


John 8:4-12 


5? Lev, 
20:10 


6? Matt. 
16:1; 
19:3; 
22:18, 
35 


7* Deut 
17:7 


114 John 
3:17 
11° John 
5:14 


128 John 
9:5; 
11:9-10; 
12:35- 
36, 46 

12° John 
14 


4 They said to Him, Teacher, this woman has 
caught committing adultery, in the very act. pis i 

5 Now “in the law, Moses commanded us to stone su 
women. ‘What then do you say? 

6 But they said this to “tempt Him, so that they m 
have reason to accuse Him. But Jesus 1stooped down 
wrote with His finger on the ground. Sone 

7 But when they persisted in questioning Him, He stood 
up and said to them, He who is without sin among you, “let 
him be the first to throw a stone at her. 

8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground, 

9 And when they heard that, they went out one by one, 
beginning with the older ones. And Jesus was left alone, a 
the woman stood where she was, in the midst. 


b. Who Can Condemn and Forgive Sin? 
8:10-11 


10 And Jesus stood up and said to her, Woman, where ar 
they? Has no one condemned you? 


11 And she said, No one, 'Lowd. And Jesus said, “*Neith er 
do I condemn you; go, and from now on *sin no more, 


c. Who Can Set People Free from Sin? 
8:12-36 * 


(1) Christ, the Light of the World 
and the Giver of the Light of Life » 
Ww. 12-20 ‘yar ; 


12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am h 
“light of the world; he who follows Me shall by no means 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 


death; but the Lord Jesus, the I Am, 6) The Lord Jesus’ stooping do 

who became the Son of Man and was was a sign done to humble and calm 
lifted up on the cross for the serpent- the proud and self-righteous scrib 
poisoned people, can do what religion _ and Pharisees, It might be that He 


and law cannot do, This chapter shows writing, “Who among you is withou 
us that Christ, the great | Am, not only sin?” 
is versus sin and death but also is 11! Or, Sir. 
versus religion and law. 11? The scribes and Pharisees 
5! Their question here, like those could not condemn the woman, 
in 4:20-25 and 9:2-3, was a matter of because they were all sinful. Only t 
yes or no, which belongs to the tree of Lord Jesus was without sin, and o nly 
knowledge, the result of which is He was qualified to condemn ti 
death (Gen. 2:17), But the Lord’s an- woman; but He would not. 
swer in y. 7 pointed them to Himself, 12! The light of life (1:4) shi 
the One who is the tree of life, which within man by the inner sense of 
results in life (Gen. 2:9), to deliver man from sin. 


{7 John 8:13-24_ 


13 The Pharisees then said to Him, You are “testifying 13* John 
wncerning Yourself; Your testimony is not true. oh 

i4 Jesus answered and said to them, Even if I testify 
wncerning Myself, My testimony is true, for 1 know *where 147 John © 
came from and where I am going; but "you do not know or 


® 7 14 John 
vhere I come from or where I am going. 9:29 
15 *You {judge according to the flesh; I udge noone. ——15* John 
16 But even if I do “judge, My judgment is true, forlam ,,, td 
ot alone, but +I "and the Father who sent Me. 5:30 


17 And “in your law also it has been written that the 16° John 
estimony of two men is true: F 
18 | am One who testifies concerning Myself, and the 17" Deut. 
ither who sent Me testifies concerning Me. 
19 They said then to Him, Where is Your Father? Jesus 
nswered, You know neither Me nor My Father; "if youknew 19 John 
\le, you would know My Father also. eee 
20 These words He spoke in the treasury as He taught in 
he temple; and no one seized Him, because His “hour had 20" John 
iol yet come. " on 


(2) Christ, the | Am 
wy. 21-27 


21 He said therefore again to them, I am going away, and 
vou will seek Me and will "die in your sin. Where Iam going, 212 John 


ou cannot come. Lec 
22 The Jews then said, He is not going to kill Himself, is 13.33 
ie, for He says, Where I am going, you cannot come? ‘ae apt 
33 And He said to them, *You are 'from below, 1am “from  },, hie 
ibove; you are !of this world, ‘I am not lof this world. 3:31 
24 Therefore I said to you that you will “die in your sins; wai eg: 
ior unless you believe that "I am, you will “die in your sins. 23¢ John 
TS 7:14, 
1S! Or, condemn. 23! From and of are the same word MA 
16! This proves that when the Son in Greek. 248 John. 
1s on the earth, the Father was with 24) Jam (vv. 28, 58) is the meaning 8:21 
‘im on the earth. The Father can of the name Jehovah (Exo. 3:14), and 24° John 
er be separated from the Son, and Jehovah is the name of God (Gen. 8:28, 
Son can never be separated from 2:7), the One who is and who was and 58; 
Father. When the Son was on the who is coming, the self-existing and Ep. 
th. He was still in heaven with the ever-existing One (Rev. 1:4; Exo. 3:14 


wher (3:13). This proves that when 3:14-15). This name is used in speak- 

id became flesh (1:14), it was the ing of God in His relationship with 

1» with the Father, the Father with man. Hence, it indicates that the Lord 

Son, in the Spirit (that is, the en- is the ever-existing God who has a 

God—the Father, the Son, and relationship with man. Any man who 

ie Spirit) who became flesh (1 Tim. does not believe that the Lord is this 
16). See also v. 29. very God will die in his sins. 


John 8:25-33 


26° John 
7:28 


28 John 
3:14 
12:32 

28” Man 
27:54 

28° John 

6:24, 

58 


25 They said then to Him, Who are You? Jesus said 
them, Altogether that which I also "tell you. m J 
26 Ihave many things to say and tojudge concerning 
but *He who sent Me is true, and what I have heard 
Him, these things I speak to the world. f 
27 They did not understand that He was speaking 
them of the Father, ine" 
Bra 
(3) Christ, the Son of Man Lifted Up 
w. 28-30 ‘ a 


28 Jesus therefore said to them, When you “lift up th 
Son of Man, "then you will know that ‘I am, and that ‘T d 
nothing from Myself, but as My Father has taught Me, 
speak these things. q 


29 And He who sent Me is “with Me; He has not left Me 
alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him. 
30 As He spoke these things, many believed into Him, — 


(4) Christ, the Son as the Reality 
w. 31-36 


31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, If 
you “abide in My word, you are truly My disciples; 

32 And you shall know the truth, and the ‘truth s 
*set you free. . 


33 They answered Him, We are ‘Abraham’s seed and h 


25' The Lord’s speaking reveals self (see note 6? inch. 14; 1:14, 17), 
what He is, in particular His eternal This verse says that “the truth shall set 
divinity, as the | Am spoken of in the you free,” whereas y, 36 says that “the 
foregoing verse. This is the basic ele- Son sets you free.” This proves tha 
ment revealed in the Lord’s word. the Son, the Lord Himself, is the 

28! The phrase lift (or lifted) up is truth, Since the Lord is the embod 


used also in 3:14 and 12:31-34. In3:14 ment of God (Col. 2:9), He is 
the Lord as the Son of Man was to be 


lifted up in the form of the serpent to 
bear the judgment of God for the 
serpent-poisoned people. In 12:31-34 
the Lord as the Son of Man was to be 
lifted up for the casting out of the old 
serpent, Satan, the ruler of the world. 
Hence, in this chapter the Lord, as the 
Son of Man lifted up, can deliver the 
serpent-poisoned people from sin, the 
Serpent's poison. 

32! In Greek the same as reality in 
1:14, 17. The truth is not the so-called 
truth of doctrine but the reality of the 
divine things, which is the Lord Him- 


\ 


Lari? <** %& + « ome 


ver yet been enslaved to anyone. How is it that You say, 
1 shall become free? 

34 Jesus answered them, Troly, truly, I say to you, Every- 
e who commits sin is a “slave of sin. 

35 And the slave does not abide in the house forever; the 
n does abide forever. 

\6 If therefore the Son “sets you free, you shall be free 
1€ ed. 


d. Who Is the Source of Sin 
and Who Is the Multiplication of Sin? 
8:37-44 


|) The Source of Sin—The Devil, the Liar, the Father of Liars 
v. 44 


(2) The Multiplication of Sin— 
The Children of the Devil, 
Those out of the Devil 
wy. 37-44 

\7 | know that you are Abraham’s séed; but you “seek to 

Me because My word has no place in you. 
38 “I speak the things which I have seen with My Father; 
then, you also do the things which you have heard from 
ir father, 
\9 They answered and said to Him, Our father is Abra- 
u. Jesus said to them, If you were ‘Abraham's children, 

vould do the works of Abraham. 
40 But now you are “seeking to kill Me, a man who has 
{ you the truth which I heard from God; Abraham did not 


nis 
41 You do the works of *your father. They then said to 
We were not born of fornication; we have "one Father, 


42 Jesus said to them, If God were your Father you would 
» Me; for “I came forth out from God and have come from 
for “I have not come of Myself, but He ‘sent Me. 
43. Why do you not understand My speaking? It is because 
cannot hear My word. * 
44 "You are of your ‘father the devil, and you want to do 
42 See note 6! inch. 1 sinners also are serpents, the genera- 
44 Hecause the devil is the father tion of vipers (Matt. 23:33; 3:7), 
hers. sinners are the children of Hence, they need the Loed inthe form 
| (1 John 3:10). The devil ss of the serpent to be lifted up for them 
\d serpent (Rev. 129, 20:2), and on the cross (3:14) to save them not 


a 


M5 


4 


4> Winch of vou canrocts Me of sin? Since I speak tru 
why do vou amt behewe Mie? A 

£° Be who is of God hears the Swords of God: for t 
~eosot, yoo do nm hear them, because you are nat of G 

4§ The Jews answered and said t Him, Have we 
Sposer wel oy soving that You ere s “Semaritan and 
= demon” 

#¢ jesus enewered I do not have & demon, but Ihoner 
Father and you “dishonor Me : 

3 Bot “I do mat seek My glory; there is One 
gon tor Me end podgres. ; 
a Tras ak 1s 2 sou anpane heepe MY : 

shell by no means see “dasth forever. > 


2 The one Whe e's ga 
we 32-59 


SD The Jews therefare seid t Hime, Now we know @ 
“neve 2 Qemon Anraham ded, and the prophets foo; 
sex. lf emvone keeps My word, he shall by no means 
Seeth forewer tai 

<3 Are You grester then our father Abraham, who d 
ont trom sup tus aise trom the sawrae : 
af sa, the Goud) (Hier 234) 
tae om the Geel the Sethe of es 
thers = 2 necticuler wicked theng tht 
caused tum w heonme the scum of 
em. The tm s someting of be 
net, hh POE Pomc and £ 
sarnettumg that (the Cresturrs Jo mat 
het 
< ® Gee of bes. Sor Oe 
aol es te father of hen, be oe the 
scwror of sim The decme siemem of 


jl 


John 8:54—9:2 


54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is noth- 
ing; it is "My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say that 


He is your God. 


55 Yet “you have not ‘known Him, but *I "know Him. And 
{ | say that I do not know Him, I will be like you, ‘a liar; but 
do know Him and I keep His word. 

56 Your father Abraham exulted that he would see My 
iay, and he saw it and rejoiced. 

57 The Jews then said to Him, You are not yet fifty years 
\d, and have You seen Abraham? 

58 Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, "Before 
braham came into being, I am. 

59 So they "picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus 

is hidden and went out of the temple. 


CHAPTER 9 


8. The Need of the Blind in Religion— 
Life’s Sight and Life’s Shepherding 


9:1—10:42 
a. Life’s Sight—For the Blind in Religion 
9:1-41 
(1) Born Blind 
w. 1-3 


55! In this verse two Greek words 
we used for know, the first denotes 
he outward, objective knowledge; the 
ccond refers to the inward, subjec- 
ve consciousness, The Lord Jesus 
old the Pharisees that they had not 
known God the Father, even in the 
vulward, objective knowledge, but 
‘hat He knew the Father in the inward, 
ubjective consciousness. 

58! The Lord as the great | Am is 
oe eternal, ever-existing God. Hence, 
‘le was before Abraham and is greater 
‘han Abraham (y, 53). 

1' This case is further proof that 
‘he religion of law (see note 14!) 
ould not in any way help a blind man. 
Sut the Lord Jesus, as the light of the 


1 And as He passed by, He saw 'a man *blind from birth. 
2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, Rabbi, ‘who 
inned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind? 


world, imparted sight to him in the 
way of life (10:10b, 28), 

1? Blindness, like sin in the previ- 
ous chapter, is a matter of death. A 
dead person surely is blind. “The god 
of this age has blinded the thoughts 
of the unbelievers.” Hence, they need 
“the illumination of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ” to shine on them 
(2 Cor. 4:4) “to open their eyes, to turn 
them from darkness to light and from 
the authority of Satan to God” (Acts 
26:18). In the principle set forth in 
ch. 2, this also is the changing of 
death into life. 

2! This question, like those in 
4:20-25 and 8:3-5, was a matter of yes 
or no, which belongs to the tree of 


John 9:3-12 


# John 
11:9 
12:35 

5# John 
1:4; 
8:12; 
11:9-10. 
12:35 
36, 46 

6? Mark 
7:33 
8:23 

7* Neh 
3:15 
isa. 
8:6 


3 Jesus answered, Neither has this man D 
parents, but he was born so, that the works of God 
manifested in him. ieee 

ve 
(2) Receiving Sight by the Light and the Anointing of Life 
w. 4-13 +. eel, 

4 We must work the works of Him who sent Me y 

is “day; night is coming when no one can work. ; 


7 And He said to him, Go, ‘wash in the pool of *Siloz 
(which is interpreted, Sent). "He went therefore 
washed and came away seeing. 

8 The neighbors then and those who previously saw h 
as a beggar said, Is not this the one who used to sit and 

9 Some said, This is he. thers said, No, but he is 
him. He said, I am the one. 

10 They said then to him, How then were your 
opened? e 

11 He answered, The man called Jesus made clay 
anointed my eyes, and said to me, Go to the pool of 
and wash. I went therefore and washed, and I received 
sight. 

12 And they said to him, Where is He? He said, I do 
know. 


knowledge, the result of which is 
death (Gen. 2:17). But the Lord’s an- 
swer in v. 3 pointed them to Himself, 
the One who is the tree of life, which 
results in life (Gen. 2:9). 

6' Clay here, as in Rom. 9-21, sig- 
nifies humanity. Spittle here, as some- 
thing that proceeds out of the mouth 
of the Lord (Matt. 4:4), signifies the 
Lord's words, which are Spirit and are 
life (6:63). The Lord’s making clay of 


the spittle signifies the mingling of cates 
humanity with the Lord’s living word, word 
which is the Spirit. The word anointed sight. If 
proves this, because the Lord’s Spirit the clay 
is the anointing Spirit (Luke 4:18; with it, 
2 Cor. 1:21-22; | John 2:27). Here the him even 
Lord anointed the blind eyes with the Lord’s 


clay made of His spittle, that they 


i 


13 They brought him who was once blind to the Phari- 


sees. 


(3) Persecuted by Religion 
w. 14-34 


14 Now it was the **Sabbath, on which day Jesus made 
the clay and opened his eyes. 
15 "Again therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he 
received his sight. And he said to them, He put clay on my 
yes, and I washed, and I see. 

16 Then some of the Pharisees said, This man is not from 
God, because He does *not keep the Sabbath. But others 
aid, How can a man who is a sinner do such "signs? And 
here was ‘a division among them. 

17 Then they said to the blind man again, What do you 
.y about Him, in that He opened your eyes? And he said, 
le is a prophet. , 

18 The Jews then did not believe concerning him that he 
ad been blind and had received his sight, until they called 
he parents of him who had received his sight 

19 And asked them, saying, Is this your son, of whom you 
ay that he was born blind? How then does he now see? 

20 Then his parents answered them and said, We know 
hat this is our son and that he was born blind. 

21 But how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened 
his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he is of age; he will speak 
lor himself. 

22 His parents said these things because they “feared the 
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone con- 
lessed Him to be the Christ, he should be "put out of the 

ynagogue. 

23 Because of this his parents said, He is of age; question 
um, 

24 Therefore a second time they called the man who had 
‘een blind, and said to him, “Give glory to God; we know that 
his man is a sinner. 

25 Then he answered, Whether or not He is a sinner, I do 
'ot know; one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 


See. 


14! It seems that the Lord again any case, this strengthened religion's 
rposely did a sign on the Sabbath to opposition, for He had already done a 
‘pose the vanity of religious ritual. In _ sign on the Sabbath (5:10, 16). 


53 John 9:13-25 


228 John 
7:13 


22 John 


John 9:26-41 


27? John 
9:15 


28° john 
5:45 


29 John 
8:14 


31° Isa 
59:1-2; 
Psa. 
66:18 


33* John 
3:2 
5:36 

34° John 
9:2 

34> John 


9:22, 35 


35° John 
9:22, 34 


36* Rom 
10:13-14 


37 John 
4:26 
38° Matt 
8:2; 
Luke 
17:15-16 
39 John 
5:22, 27 
39° Luke 
4:18; 
Matt 
15 
3% Matt 
13:13 
15:14 
40 Rom 
2:19; 
Rev 
317 
41° john 
19:22, 


24 


26 They said then to him, What did He do to you? How 
He open your eyes? Hin 

27 He answered them, "I told you already and you did no 
hear. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want te 
become His disciples? 

28 And they reviled him and said, You are His dis 
but “we are disciples of Moses. : ee 

29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for thi: 
man, “we do not know where He is from. 

30 The man answered and said to them, Why here is a 
amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from, anc 
yet He opened my eyes! j c 

31 “We know that God does not hear sinners, but if any 
one is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. 

32 ‘Since time began it has never been heard that a 
opened the eyes of one born blind. 

33 “If this man were not 'from God, He could do nothing 

34 They answered and said to lsint, You were wholly bor 
in “sins, and you are teaching us? And they "cast him out 


(4) Believing into the Son of God 
w, 35-38 4 

35 Jesus heard that they had “cast him out, and He fe 
him and said, Do you believe into the ‘Son of God? 
36 He answered and said, And who is He, *Lord, that 
may believe into Him? q 
37 Jesus said to him, You have both seen Him, and *He 
the One speaking with you. 
38 And he said, Lord, I believe; and he “worshipped 


(5) Life’s Judgment on the Blind Religionists 
w. 39-41 


39 And Jesus said, For "judgment I have come into 
world, that those who do not see may see, and that 
who see may become blind, 

40 Some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard thi 
things and said to Him, We are not “blind also, are we? 

41 Jesus said to them, If you were blind, you would 


32! Lit, from the age; i.e, from 34! To casthim out was to exco 
eternity, municate, to remy —_ 
33! See note 14° inch. 1. Jewish synagogue. This was ' 


CHAPTER 10 


b. Life's Shepherding— 
For the Believers outside of Religion 
10:1-42 


(1) The Sheepfold, the Door, and the Pasture—For the Sheep 
w. 1-9 


1 Truly, truly, I say to you, He who does not enter 
through the '*door into the *sheepfold, but climbs up from 
somewhere else, he is a **thief and a robber; 

2 But he who enters through the “door is the "shepherd 


if the sheep. 


3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the ‘sheep “hear his 
oice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them 


out. 


4 When he puts forth all his own, he goes before them, 
ind the sheep “follow him because they know his voice. 

5 But they will by no means follow a stranger, but will 
lee from him, because they do not know the voice of strang- 


ers. 


6 This “parable Jesus spoke to them, but they did not 
know what those things meant that He spoke to them. 

7 Jesus therefore said to them again, Truly, truly, I say 
to you that I am the “door of the sheep. 

8 All who came before Me are “thieves and robbers, but 


the sheep did not hear them. 


9 I am the ‘door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall 
be saved and shall go in and go out and shall find *pasture. 


m out of the sheepfold, as spoken by 
1e Lord in 10:3-4. Religion’s perse- 
tion of the Lord’s called one did 
thing but fulfill what the Lord in- 
nded for him. , 

35! Some ancient authorities read, 
on of Man. 

I! See note 9!; so in the succeed- 
¥ verges. 

1? The sheepfold signifies the 
». or Judaism as the religion of the 
\, in which God’s chosen people 
re kept and guarded in custody 
il Christ came. 

1) Thieves and robbers (v. 8) sig- 


nify those who came into Judaism, but 
not through Christ. 

3! The blind man who received 
sight in the previous chapter was such 
a sheep. He was led by the Lord out of 
the Judaism-fold. Hence, this chapter 
is a continuation of ch. 9. 

9! Christ is the door not only for 
God’s elect to enter into the custody 
of the law, as did Moses, David, 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah in the Old Testa- 
ment time, before Christ came, but 
also for God’s chosen people, such as 
Peter, John, James, and Paul, to come 
out of the fold of the law now that 


John 10:1-9 


John 10:10-16 


10° John 
5:40, 


114 John 
10:14 


115 John 
1015 
17,18 
1 John 
3:16, 
John 
15:13; 
Isa 
5312 

14° John 
10:11 

14 John 
10:27 

14° John 
10:4 

15" Matt, 
11:27 

15” John 
10:11, 


(2) The Shepherd, the Divine Life, 
and the Soulish Life— 
For the Flock 
vy, 10-21 


10 The thief does not come except to steal and kill g 
destroy; I have come that they may “have “life and may hav 
it abundantly, ' 

11 IT am the good “Shepherd; the good Shepherd "lay 
down His ‘life for the sheep, ? | 

12 He who is a hireling and not the shepherd, whose ow: 
the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheey 
and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

13 He flees because he is a hireling and it does not matte 
to him concerning the sheep. 

14 I am the good “Shepherd, and I know My own, a 


“My own know Me, 


15 Even as the "Father knows Me and I know the Father 
and I "lay down My life for the sheep. 
16 And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; 
must lead them also, and they shall hear My voice, and there 
shall be *Yone flock, one ‘Shepherd, , 


Christ has come. Thus, the Lord indi- 
cated here that He is the door not only 
through which God’s elect may go in 
but also through which God’s chosen 
people may go out. 

® The pasture here signifies 
Christ as the feeding place for the 
sheep. When the pasture is not avail- 
able (e.g., in the wintertime or at 
night), the sheep must be kept in the 
fold. When the pasture is ready, there 
is no further need for the sheep to 
remain in the fold. To be kept in the 
fold is transitional and temporary. To 
be in the pasture enjoying its riches is 
final and permanent. Before Christ 
came, the law was a ward, and being 
under the law was transitional. Now 
that Christ has come, all God’s chosen 
people must come out of the law and 
come into Him to enjoy Him as their 
pasture (Gal. 3:23-25; 4:3-5). This 
should be final and permanent. Be- 
cause they did not have such a revela- 
tion, the leaders in Judaism considered 
the law, on which Judaism was based, 


as permanent, As a result, they mis 
Christ and could natparticipatein 
as their pasture. a 
10' Gk. zoe. This word is used it 
the New Testament for the eternal 
divine life. 
11' Gk, psuche, soul; i.e., soul-li 
and so in the succeeding verses. As‘ 
man, the Lord has the psuche life, th 
human life, and as God, He has th 
zoe life, the divine life. He laid dows 
His soul, His psuche life, His hun 
life, to accomplish redemption for Hi 
sheep (vv. 15, 17-18) that they m 
share His zoe life, His divine lil 
(v. 10b), the eternal life (v. 28), 
which they can be fc into o 
flock under ed ah as the 4 S 
herd. As the e 
His sheep with the divine life in 
and for this purpose. 
mie The other sheep are the G 
believers (Acts 11:18), 
16° The one flock signifies the Mt 
church, the one Body of Christ (E 
2:14-16; 3:6), brought forth by 


” John 10:17-28 


17 For this reason the “Father loves Me, because "f lay — 17" John 


jown My life that, I may take it again, 3:35; 
18 No one takes it away from Me, but I "lay it down of 17 john 
\lyself. T have authority to lay it down, and I have authority 10:11, 
\) “take it again. This commandment I received from My jm ih ¥ 
Father, 10:11, 
19 “A division again took place among the Jews because 18b an \Y 
of these words, , m9 
20 And many of them said, He “has a demon and is 19" John 
insane. Why do you listen to Him? : ae. 


21 Others said, These are not the words of one who ig 20" John 
lemon possessed. Can a demon “open the eyes of the blind? 4, ih 


A ad 3:21 
3) The Eternal Life, the Son’s Hand, and the Father's Hand— 21 John 
For the Security of the Sheep 9:32 


wy. 22-30 ‘ 
22 At that time the 'Feast of the Dedication occurred in 
rusalem, and it was winter. 


23 And Jesus was walking in the temple in the “portico of — 238 Acts 
olomon. EH Ih; 


24 The Jews therefore surrounded Him and said to Him, a8 
'w long will You hold our soul in suspense? If You are the 
hrist, tell us “plainly. 248 John 
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and you do not be- peaey 
ve. The “works which I do ‘in My Father’s name, these 259 John 
\estify concerning Me; nace 


26 But you do not believe, because you are not of My 
heep. 
27 My sheep “hear My voice, and *I know them, and they 27 john 


llow Me; bo 
28 And I give to them “eternal life, and they shall by no 27» john 
‘eans perish forever, and no one shall ‘snatch them out of ah ee 
ly hand. 10:4 
: ; F 28° Johi 
'’s eternal, divine life, which He set up an image in the temple, thus ih 
‘ted into His members thiough defiling and damaging the temple. 3:15, 
'eath (vy, 10-18). The fold is Juda- Three years later, in 165 Bc, Judas 16 


which is of letter and regulation, Maccabaeus, a strong man of Judah, 28° John 
he flock is the church, whichis of purified and restored the altar and the ie ae 
nd spirit, temple. He set December 25—the day 10:29 
‘2 From 170 Bc. to 168 8c, Anti- on which the altar and the temple had 
Epiphanes, king of Syria, invaded been defiled—as the beginning of a 
alem and looted the temple. sacred feast that was to have eight 
over, on December 25, 168 B.C, consecutive days of rejoicing to cele- 
‘crificed a sow on the altar and brate the great achievement of the 
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8:59; 
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57 
10:30. 
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39° John 
7:30 
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29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater tha 
all, and no one can “snatch them out of My 'Father’s hand, 
30 'I and the Father are “one. f f 


(4) The Persecution of Religion if , 
w, 31-39 palipinsin® 


31 The Jews again “took up stones that they might ston 


Him, 


32 Jesus answered them, I have shown you many 0 
works from the Father; for which of these works are y« 


stoning Me? 


33 The Jews answered Him, We are not stoning You for 
good work, but for blasphemy, and because You, being 
man, are making Yourself “God. \ q 

34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, 


said, “You are gods”? 


35 If He said they were gods, to whom the word of Go 
came, and the Scripture cannot be broken, 4 
36 Do you say of Him whem the Father “has sanctific 
and '*sent into the world, You are blaspheming, becaus e 


said, ‘I am the Son of God? 


37 If I do not do the “works of My Father, do not 


Me; 


38 But if Ido them, even if you do not believe Me, *belie 
the works so that you may come to know and continue | 
know that the ’Father is in Me and I am in the Father, 

39 Then they sought again to “seize Him, yet He wei 


forth out of their hand. 


(5) Life's Desertion of Religion and Life’s New Standing — 7 

wv, 40-42 

40 And 'He went away again “across the Jordan, to { 
place where John was baptizing at first, and He rema 


there, 


purification and restoration of the altar 
and the temple. This sacred feast is the 
Feast of the Dedication mentioned 
here. 

25' See note 43! inch. 5. 

28! Eternal life (see note 15! in 
ch. 3) is for the believers’ living. The 
Father’s hand, by which He chooses in 
His love according to His purpose 
(17:23; 6:38-39), and the Son’s hand, 
by which He saves by His grace for the 


fulfillment of the Father’s purp 
(1:14; 6:37), both ag srg et 
i r, are for t e 

provecton, Elcroal ie wl neve 
out, and the hands of the Father 
the Son will never fail. Hene 
believers are eternally secure and’ 
never perish. 

29! See note 28). 

30! Hete the Lord asserted 
deity, that is, that He is God (v. 


John 10:41—11:8 


41 And many came to Him and said, John did i 
ll the things John said concerning this man ae gd 
42 And “many believed into Him there. ; 


CHAPTER 11 


9. The Need of the Dead—Life’s Resurrecting 
11:1-57 


a. The Dead Man and His Need 
w. 1-4 


1 Now there was a certain man who was sick, Lazarus 
{rom ‘Bethany, of the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2 It was that Mary who “anointed the Lord with oint- 
vent and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother 


Lazarus was sick. 


3 The sisters therefore sent to Him saying, Lord, behold, 


whom You love is sick. 


4 But when Jesus heard it, He said, This sickness is not 
into death, but for the “glory of God, in order that the Son 
of God may be glorified through it. 


b. The Frustration of Human Opinions 
wv. 5-40 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
6 When therefore He heard that he was sick, He re- 
tained at that time in the place where He was for two days. 
7 Then after this He said to the disciples, Let us go into 


Judea again. 


8 The disciples ‘said to Him, Rabbi, the Jews were just 
»w seeking to “stone You, and You are going there again? 


8 Ll; 20:28; 1 John 5:20; Phil. 


) 

36! See note 6! in ch. 1. 

40! At this point the Lord left the 
iple and went to the very place 
‘re John the Baptist had giveu thé 
v Testament testimony concerning 
n. This signifies that He aban- 
1ed Judaism and came to the new 
und, where many believed into 


n 

1! The Lord had left Judaism and 
| come to a place from which He 
ld proceed to Bethany, which was 
arly miniature of the church. 


8! In the eight foregoing cases, in 
chs. 3—10, religion was the main 
frustration to and opponent of life. 
Here, outside religion and on the new 
ground, life was going to raise a dead 
person. Here life no longer faced re- 
ligion with its rituals, but it was 
frustrated by many human opinions: 
the disciples’ opinions (vv. 8-16), 
Martha's opinion (vv. 21-28), Mary's 
opinion (vv. 32-33), the Jews’ opinion 
(vv. 36-38), and, again, Martha's 
opinion (vv. 39-40). Opinions, which 
come from knowledge, belong to the 
tree of knowledge, but the Lord here 


John 11:9-24 


® John 
9:4; 
12:55 

9» John 
6:12; 
9:5; 
12:46 

11* Matt 
27:52; 
1 Thes, 
4:13-16 


178 John 
11:39 


214 John 
11:32 


24 Dan 
12:2 
Acts 
24:15 


9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the 
If anyone walks in the *day, he does not stumble, 
sees the “light of this world. 

10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
the light is not in him. 

11 He said these things, and after this He said to 
Our friend Lazarus has fallen “asleep; but I am going 
may wake him out of sleep. 

12 The disciples then said to Him, Lord, if he has 
asleep, he will ‘recover. "| 

13 But Jesus had spoken about his death, but 
thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep. 

14 So Jesus then told them plainly, Lazarus has 

15 And I rejoice for your sakes that I was not there, 
that you may believe; but let us go to him. , 

16 Then Thomas, who is called 'Didymus, said to 
fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with 

17 Then when Jesus came, He found that he had 
been in the tomb “four days. , 

18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about “fifteen 
dia away. 

19 And many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
to console them concerning their brother. 

20 Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus 
coming, went to meet Him; but Mary sat in the house. 

21 Then Martha said to Jesus, Lord, “if You had 
here, my brother would not have died. 

22 But even now I know that whatever You ask of 
God will give You. 

23 Jesus said to her, Your brother will rise again. 

24 Martha said to Him, I know that he will rise 
the “resurrection ‘in the last day. 
was actually the tree of life for people 
to enjoy. 

12! Lit., be saved. 

14! In the Lord’s salvation He does 
not merely heal the sick; He also gives 
life to the dead. Hence, He remained 
two days until the sick one had died 
(v, 6). The Lord does not reform or 
regulate people—He regenerates 
people and raises them out of death. 
Hence, the first of the nine cases in 


chs. 3-11 was a case of regeneration, 
and the last was a case of resurrection, 


61 John 11:25-37 


25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the “life; 
1e who believes into Me, even if, he should die, shall Ylive; 

26 And every one who lives and believes into Me shall by 
no means die forever. Do you believe this? 

27 She said to Him, Yes, Lord; I have 'believed that “You 
ire the Christ, the Son of God, He who "comes into the 
vorld. 

28 And when she had said this, she went away and called 
\lary her sister secretly, saying, The Teacher is here and tis 

illing you. 

29 And she, when she heard this, rose quickly and came 
o Him. 

30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was 
\ill in the place where Martha met Him. 

31 The Jews then who were with her in the house and 
vere consoling her, when they saw that Mary rose up 

iickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she was 
ing to the tomb to ‘weep there. 

32 Then Mary, when she came to where Jesus was, saw 
lim and fell at His feet, saying to Him, Lord, *if You.had 
cen here, my brother would not have died. 

33 Then Jesus, when He saw her *weeping and the “Jews 
ho came with her ‘weeping, was *moved with indignation 
| His spirit and was ‘troubled, 

34 And He said, Where have you put him? They said to 

Him, Lord, come and see. 

35 Jesus ‘wept. 

36 The Jews then said, Behold how He “loved him! 

37 But some of them said, Could not He who “opened the 
ves of the blind man also have caused that this man would 

not die? 


resent resurrection to the last day. 
Vhat an exposition of the divine 
rd! Some of the knowledge of 
indamental teaching is truly de- 
ructive and frustrates people from 
\joying the Lord’s present resurret- 
n life 
27! The Lord said to Martha, “lam 
resurrection and the life,” and 
sked her, “Do you believe this?” She 
iswered, “Yes, Lord; I have believed 
iat You are the Christ, the Son of 
iod.” Her reply did not answer the 
ord’s question. Her old, preoccupy- 


ing knowledge covered her, prevent- 
ing her from understanding the 
Lord’s new word. Man’s old knowl- 
edge and old opinions are coverings 
that keep him from knowing clearly 
the Lord’s new revelation. 

28! This might have been Martha’s 
opinion and not the Lord’s command. 

31! Lit, wail. 

33! Lit., wailing. 

35! This word differs from the 
word translated weep and weeping in 
vv. 31 and 33. Here it means fo shed 
tears, to weep silently. This is the only 
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1:4; 


4; 
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47° John 
2:11, 


23; 3:2; 


4:54; 
6:2,14 


4% John 
11:51; 
16:13 

50° john 
18:14 


38 Jesus therefore, moved with indignation again in| 
self, came to the tomb, Now it was a cave, and a stone 
lying against it, ey Aad { 

39 Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister o 
him who was deceased, said to Him, Lord, by now he sme 
for it is the “fourth day that he is there, PRS Pee 

40 Jesus said to her, Did J not tell you that if you be 
you will see the "glory of God? ‘ ib 

\ yh 
c. Life’s Resurrecting yin 
w. 41-44 Teal 

41 Then they ‘took the stone away. And Jesus “ifted 
His eyes and said, "Father, I thank You that You have d 
Me. AA al Re 

42 And I knew that You always hear Me; but because of 
the crowd standing around, I said it, that they may “believ 
that You have ‘sent Me. sh seri 

43 And when He had said these things, He cried out y 
a loud voice, Lazarus, come @ut! » h 

44 And he who had died came out, “bound hand and foo 
with cloths, and "his face was bound about with a hand) 
chief. Jesus said to them, Loose him and let him go. 


d. The Conspiracy of Religion and Life’s Vicarious Death 
tor the Gathering of God’s Children V3, 
w. 45-57 


45 Many of the “Jews therefore who had come to Mar, 
and beheld the things that He did believed intoHim, = 
46 But some of them went away to the Pharisees and tol 
them the things that Jesus did. Hi le? 
47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees assembled 
council and said, What do we do? For this man is doing man 
“signs. f : 
48 If we let Him do go, all will believe into Him, and th 
Romans will come and take away both our place and 
nation. er 
49 But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, who was 
priest that year, said to them, You know nothing aba, { 
50 Nor do you take account of the fact that *it is expediel 
> oN and loosing Lazarus were 
ey word is used in the New Tes- parece and ng with 


41! Their taking the stone away resurrection 7 


. John Wf be Mak 


or you that one man die for the people and that not the 
vhole nation periah, ’ 

51 But this he did not say from himself, but heing *high 
nest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was lo die for 
ition, 

52 And not for the nation only, but that He might also 
ather into “one the children of God who are seattered 

broad, 

53 From that day therefore they “took counsel to kill Him, 

54 Jesus therefore no longer “walked openly among the 

lows, but went away from there to the region near the 
vilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there He ré- 
nained with the disciples, 

55 Now the “Passover of the Jews was near, and many 

vent up to Jerusalem out of the country before the Passover 
order to "purify themselves, 

56 They then sought Jesus, and said to one another as 
ey stood in the temple, What do you think? That He will 
1, by any means, come to the feast? 

57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given 

ders that if anyone knew where He was, he should disclose 
so that they might arrest Him. 


CHAPTER 12 


D. Life’s Issue and Multiplication 
12:1-50 


1. Life’s Issue—A House of Feasting 
(a Miniature of the Church Life) 
w. 1-11 
1 Then Jesus, six days before the “Passover, came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was, ‘whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead. 


42! See note 6! in ch, 1. 

52! The phrase gather into one the 
‘dren of God mentioned in this 
hapter implies that not only the 
rd’s death but also the Lord’s resur- 
tion life are for the building up of 
d’s children, By His death the Lord 
\cased His life so that it could be 
parted into those who believe into 
m. This life is experienced by us in 
s resurrection, It is in the Lord's 


resurrection that we grow together 
into one by His life to become His 
Body. 
1! Bethany means house of afflic- 
tion. At this point the Lord was 
outside Judaism. Through His resur- 
rection life He had gained a house in 
Bethany where He could feast and 
have rest and satisfaction. This 
house of feasting was a miniature 
of the church life and depicted the 
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2 
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12-15: 
Matt. 
21:4-9; 
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16:16 


2 Therefore they made Him a supper there; and "Marth 
served, but Lazarus was one of the ones reclining at to 
with Him, 4g, 

3 Then "Mary took a ‘pound of ointment, of very valu 
able pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and w 
His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with 1) 
fragrance of the ointment. , 

4 But “Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who 
about to betray Him, said, ’ : 

5 Why was this ointment not sold for three hu 
‘denarii and given to the poor? 

6 But he said this not because it mattered to him cor 
cerning the poor, but because he was a thief, and 4 ir 
the purse, carried off what was put into it. " 

7 Then ‘Jesus said, Leave her alone; she has reserved 
for the day of My burial. Mathes tee 

8 “For the poor you always have with you, but you d 
always have Me. " Lp 

9 Then a great crowd of the Jews found out that He we 
there, and they came, not because of Jesus only, but the 
they might also see Lazarus, “whom He had raised from th 
dead. “ 

10 And the chief priests took counsel to kill Lazarus a 
1t Because on account of him “many of the Jews wen 
away and believed into Jesus. 


2. Life’s Multiplication for the Church 
through Death and Resurrection (the Glorification of God 
and the Judgment upon the World and Satan Implied) 
w. 12-36a 


12 On the next day, *the great crowd who had come to th 


*feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming into 
salem, 


situation of the church: (1) produced by the false one—Judas (v. 
by the resurrection life—Lazarus (8) persecuted by religion (v. II 
(11:43-44); (2) composed of cleansed (9) being a test and exposing p 
sinners—Simon the leper (Mark 
14:3); (3) outwardly afflicted —Beth- 
any; (4) inwardly feasting in and with 
the presence of the Lord (v. 2); 
(5) having more sisters than broth- 
ers (vv. 2-3); (6) having members 
with different functions: serving — 
Martha, testifying—-Lazarus, and 
loving — Mary (vv. 2-3); (7) spotted 


65 


John 12:13-24 


13 Took the branches of the palm trees and went out to 
meet Him, and cried out, 'Hosanna! “Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel! 

14 And Jesus, having found a young donkey, sat on it, as 


it is written, 


15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King comes, 


jitting on a donkey’s colt.” 


16 These things His disciples did not understand at first, 
but when Jesus was “glorified, then they "remembered that 
ihese things were written of Him and that they had done 


ihese things to Him. 


17 The crowd therefore that was with Him when He 
illed Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 


dead testified. 


18 For this reason the crowd also went and met Him, 
vecause they heard that He had done this sign. ‘ 

19 The Pharisees then said to one another, You see that 
you are not doing anything worthwhile; behold, the world 


has gone after Him. 


20 And there were some Greeks among those who went 


ip to “worship at the feast. 


21 These then came to *Philip, who was from Bethsaida 
of Galilee, and asked him, saying, Sir, we wish to see Jesus. 


22 Philip came and told Andrew; Andrew came, and 


Philip too, and they told Jesus. 

23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The “hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be "glorified. 

24 Truly, truly, I say to you, *Unless the grain of wheat 
‘falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, 


it bears 2*much fruit. 


ind Pharisees conspired to kill Him 
(11:47, 53, 57), Simon the leper pre- 
pared his house for Him (Matt. 26:6), 
Martha served Him, Lazarus testified 
oneerning Him, Mary loved Him 
vy, 2-3), Judas was about to betray 
‘lim (v. 4), and many believed into 
‘lim (v, 11). The Lord is the center of 
God’s economy and is a sign set up by 
10d (Luke 2:34). Anyone who con- 
‘acts Him will inevitably be tested and 
“posed. 

13! A Hebrew expression that 
Neans save now (Psa. 118:25). 

23! For Jesus as the Son of Man to 


be glorified was for Him to be resur- 
rected, that is, to have His divine 
element, His divine life, released from 
within the shell of His humanity to 
produce many believers in resurrec- 
tion (1 Pet. 1:3), just as a grain of 
wheat (v. 24) has its life element re- 
leased when it falls into the ground 
and grows up out of the ground to 
bear much fruit, that is, to bring forth 
many grains. See note 1! in ch. 17. 
24! At this point, according to the 
worldly view, Jesus was in His golden 
time. A great crowd of the Jews es- 
teemed Him highly and welcomed 


13° Psa. 
118:26 

13 John 
1:49 


15® Zech. 
98 


238 John 
24; 


John 12:25-28 


25° Matt. 


25 *He who loves his ‘*soul-life loses it; and he who ‘ha 
his !soul-life in this world shall keep it unto eternal life 
26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and wher. 
am, there also My servant will be. If anyone serves 
Father will honor him. ys 
27 Now is *My ‘soul troubled; and what shall I s¢ 


Father, save Me out of this ‘hour. But for *this reason Lh: 


come to this hour. 


28 Father, “glorify Your name. Then a "voice came o1 
heaven: I have both ‘glorified it and will “glorify it 


Him warmly because of the resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus (vv. 12-19), and even 
the Greeks were seeking after Him 
(vy. 20-22). But He preferred to fall as 
a grain of wheat into the ground and 
die that He might produce many 
grains for the church. 

24? This “much fruit” became 
Christ’s increase in resurrection. This 
increase is the glory into which Christ 
entered through His death and resur- 
rection (Luke 24:26). The portion 
from v. 23 of this chapter to the end of 
ch. 17 is a discourse on the mystery of 
this glory. Christ had the glory with 
God (17:5). His incarnation caused 
His divine glory to be concealed in 
His flesh. Through His death and res- 
urrection His glory was released, 
producing many grains, which be- 
come His increase as the expression 
of His glory. What was spoken in wy. 
23, 28; 13:31-32; 14:13; 15:8; 16:14; 
and 17:1, 4, 5, 10, 22, 24 is related to 
this glory. In the Lord’s last words to 
the believers in chs. 14—16, there are 
three concrete, corporate expressions 
of this glory: the Father's house (the 
church) in 14:2, the branches of the 
vine (the constituents of the Body of 
Christ) in 15:1-5, and a newborn cor- 
porate man (the new man) in 16:21. 
All three denote the church, showing 
that the church is the glorious in- 
crease produced by the glorious 
Christ through His death and resur- 
rection. In this glorious increase, 
Christ, the Son of God, is glorified, 
causing God the Father also to be glo- 
rified in Christ's glorification, that is, 
to be fully expressed through the 
church (Eph, 3:19-21). This expres- 


sion needs to be maintained in | 
oneness of the Triune God. Therefi 
the Lord prayed in particular for 
matter in His concluding praye 
ch. 17 (17:20-23). This g 
crease of Christ is the peak 
mystery revealed in the Gos; 
John, and its ultimate const 
is the New Jerusalem in Revelati 
also written by John. The new h 
city will be the aggregate of Cl 
increase throughout the get t 
and in it Christ’s divine glory 
expressed to the uttermost. In 
cifying of God the Son, God 
Father also will obtain eternal, mat 
less glory, which will be His 4 
expression in eternity. Thus His e 
nal economy will be fulfilled 
eternity. 
25! The same Greek word 
life in 10:11, 15, 17. The Lord, 
grain of wheat that fell into 
ground, lost His soul-life thro 
death that He might release 
nal life in resurrection to the r 


ie John 12:29-33 


29 The crowd therefore which stood by and heard it said 
hat there had been thunder: others said, "An 
poken to Him. * ' a odin Re 

30 Jesus answered and said, This voice has not ‘come for 
My sake, but for your sake, 

31 Now is the “judgment of this 2world; now shall the 


318 John 
ruler of this world be cast out. pet! 
32 And I, if Ibe “lifted up from the earth, will draw ‘an *"” 0h, 
ien to Myself. 16:11; 
33 But He said this “signifying by what kind of deathHe ng 
as about to die. 32 John 
RRNA HT Dy aot RS Dm me 3:14; 
s for the glorifying of the Father on the earth, especially those related 8:28 
1 He had come to that hour, to mankind, and all ee things in the 32° John 


27° This refers to the glorifying of* 
Father’s name in the next verse. 
28' To glorify the name of the 
her is to cause the Father’s divine 
ment to be expressed. The Father’s 
ine element, which is the eternal 
was in the incarnated Son. The 
| of the Son’s incarnation had to 
broken through death that the 
her's divine element, the eternal 
might be released and expressed 
esurrection, just as the life element 
1 grain of wheat is released by the 
iking of its shell and is expressed 
ts blossom. This is the glorifica- 
n of God the Father in the Son. See 
te 1! inch. 17. 
30! Lit., happened, 
31' On the cross the Lord as the 
on of Man (y. 23) was lifted up in the 
im of the serpent (3:14), that is, in 
likeness of the flesh of sin (Rom. 
Satan as the old serpent (Rev. 
), 20:2), the ruler of this world, 
injected himself into man’s flesh. 
vugh His death on the cross in the 
iess of the flesh of sin, the Lord 
‘royed Satan, who is in man’s flesh 
» 2:14). By judging Satan (16:11) 
his way, the Lord also judged the 
'd, which is hanging on Satan. 
e, the Lord’s being lifted up 
xed the world to be judged and its 
', Satan, to be cast out. 
‘1° The Greek word here means ar- 
nwement (see note 15? in 1 John 2). 
world is an evil system arranged 
cmatically by Satan. All the things 


air have been systematized by Satan 
into his kingdom of darkness to oc- 
cupy people and frustrate them from 
accomplishing the purpose of God, 
and to distract them from the enjoy- 
ment of God. This evil system, the 
kingdom of darkness, was judged 
when its ruler, Satan, was cast out by 
the Lord’s being crucified in the 
flesh. See note 31'. 

32! In one aspect, the Lord’s death 
was His falling into the ground, as 
revealed in v. 24; in another aspect, it 
was His being lifted up on the tree 
(1 Pet. 2:24). His falling into the 
ground was to produce the many 
grains; His being lifted up on the tree 
was to draw all men to Himself. The 
many grains produced by His falling 
into the ground are the “all men” 
drawn by His being lifted up on the 
tree. 

In this chapter the Lord’s death is 
revealed not as the redeeming death 
but as the producing, generating 
death. By this death His incarnation- 
shell of humanity was broken that He 
might accomplish His threefold pur- 
pose: (1) the producing of many 
grains, the drawing of all men to Him- 
self (vv. 24, 32); (2) the releasing of 
the divine element, the eternal life 
(vv. 23, 28); and (3) the judging of the 
world and the casting out of its ruler, 
Satan (v. 31). We must experience the 
Lord’s death that we may participate 
in the threefold purpose that He ac- 
complished. . 


John 12:34-44 


34° Psa 
N04 
Isa 
9:7 

35° John 
7:33 


35° John 
15 
35° John 
8:12 
1 John 
an 
36° John 
8:12 
9:5 
12:46 
36° Eph 
5:8 
36° John 
8:59 


38° Isa 
53:1 


40° Isa 
6:10 


41° Isa 
61 


42" John 
7.13 
42° John 
9:22 


43° John 
5:44 


4% Johny 
5:24 


34 The crowd therefore answered Him, We have heard 
of the law that the “Christ abides forever; and how is it th 
You say, The Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Se 
of Man? phan 

35 Jesus then said to them, The light is “still among y 
a little while, Walk while you have the light so that darkne 
may not "overcome you; and he who ‘walks in the darkne 
does not know where he is going. i es * 

36 While you have the “light, believe into the light, so th; 
you may become sons of light. ‘ 


3. Religion’s Unbelief and Blindness 
wy. 36b-43 

Jesus said these things, and He went away and ‘was hidd 
from them. i 
37 But though He had done so many signs before the 
they did not believe into Him, ‘ 
38 That the word of the prophet Isaiah which he s 
might be fulfilled, “Lord, who las-believed our report? Ai 
to whom has the ‘arm of the Lord been revealed?” ‘ 
39 For this reason they could not believe, because aga 
Isaiah said, , ; 
40 ““He has ‘blinded their eyes and He hardened t 
heart, that they might not see with their eyes and und 
stand with their heart and turn, and I will them.” 
41 These things said Isaiah because he 1His glo 
and spoke concerning Him. P 
42 Nevertheless even many of the rulers believed ir 
Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Hi 
*so that they would not be "put out of the synagogue; 
43 For they loved the “glory of men more than the *gl 


of God. 


4. Life’s Declaration to the Unbelieving Religion 
wy. 44-50 


44 But Jesus !eried out and said, He who believes into 
does not believe into Me, but “into Him who sent Me; 


38) The arm of the Lord is the the Lord Jesus is the very ‘ 
Lord Jesus Himself. Jehovah of hosts, whose glory | 

40' These two, blindness and the — saw (Isa. 6:1, 3). or i 
hardening of the heart, are related; and appreciated by Isaiah 
they are @ punishmentto the unbeliev- loved by the Lord’s weaker 
ing ones (vv. 42-43). 

41' His glory here confirms that 44) This was the Lord's 


ree 
+ 


John 12:45—13:3 
45 And he who “beholds Me beholds Him who sent Me. 


45° Joh 
46 I have come as a “light into the world, that every one - 143 

vho believes into Me would not remain in darkness. Mii a6; 
47 And if anyone hears My words and does not keep 14; 
om, Ido not judge him; for I have not come to “judge the BE 
ld, but to save the world. 478 John 
48 He who rejects Me and does not receive My words has Ble 

1e who judges him; the “word which I have spoken, that will 48: peut 


ilge him in the last day. 18:18-19 
49 For I have not spoken from Myself: but the Father who 
nt Me, He Himself has *given Me commandment, what to 


ed that (1) He was God manifestéd 
man (vv. 44-45); (2) He came as a 
zht into the world so that by believ- 
2 into Him man would not remain in 
irkness (vv. 46, 36); and (3) He came 
man with the living words; who- 
‘r receives His words has eternal 
now and forever, and whoever re- 
ts His words will be judged by His 
ids in the last day (vv. 47-50). 


49 John 
\y and what to speak. Ue 
50 And I know that His commandment is ‘eternal life. 
he things therefore that I speak, even *as the Father has 50° John 
ud to Me, so I speak. 826 
CHAPTER 13 
E. Life’s Washing in Love to Maintain Fellowship 
13:1-38 ¥ 
1. Washing by the Lord Himself 
w. 1-11 
1 ‘Now before the *Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing 1" Lev. 
hat His "hour had come for Him to depart out of this world «|, ja 
ato the ‘Father, having loved His own who were in the 12:23 
orld, He loved them to the uttermost. 1 seh 
2 And while supper was taking place, the “devil having 93 john 
lready put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of 6:70-71; 
Simon, that he should "betray Him, |b an 
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had “given all into His 13:11 
ands and that He had *come forth from God and was going ** ohn 
God, 3b john 
‘ F 8:42; 
he unbelieving religionists. It im- 47' See note 633 in ch. 6; so in the 16:27 


next verse. 
50! See note 15! in ch. 3. 

1! Inthis Gospel, the first section, 
chs. 1I—13, describes how the Lord as 
God Himself, as the Son of God, came 
through His incarnation to bring God 
into man that He might be man’s life 
for the producing of the church. The 
second section, chs. 14—21, describes 
how the Lord'as the Son of Man went 


John 144.9 


4 Rose from supper and ‘aid aside His outer gar 
and taking a *towel, He *girded mic he 
, 5 Then He poured ‘water into the basin and } 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
with which He wag girded. : 


6 He came then to Simon Peter. Peter sai Him, a, I 
do You wash my feet? Dinah \ 


7 Jesus answered and said to him, What I am dois 


do not ‘know now, but you will "know after these thing 
¥ Peter said to Him, You shall by no means wash my 


bring man into God that man and away of their sins by 
God, God and man, might be built blood (1 John 1:9), This is why, a 
together as a mutual abode. This ch, 12, there is a need for such a: 
chapter, coming at the end of the first in this chapter. Since this Gosp 
section, is a dividing line and a turn- book of signs, what is recorded in 
1S chapter should be considered 

4’ The outer garments here sig- having spiritual significance. 
nify the Lord’s virtues and attributes washing should not be taken mere 
in His expression. Hence, the laying a physical sense, but rather in a sp 
aside of His outer garments signifies tual sense 
the putting off of what He is in His 53 In ancient times the Jews 3 
expression, 

4 From a Latin word denoting a 
linen towel 

4 To gird oneself signifies to be 
bound and restricted with humility 
(cf. 1 Pet. 5:5), 

5' Water here signifies the Holy 
Spirit (Titus 3:5), the word (Eph, 
5:26; John 15:3), and life (19:34), 

5? In chs, 1—I2 life came and 
brought forth the church, composed 
of the regenerated ones. In their spirit 
the regenerated ones are in God and 
in the heavenlies, but in their body 
they are still living in the flesh and 
walking on the earth. Through their 
contact with earthly things they often 
become dirty. This frustrates their fel- 
lowship with the Lord and with one 
another. Hence, there is the need for 
the washing with the Holy Spirit, the 
word, and life. This is the — 
away of their dirtiness that their fe 
lowship with the Lord and with one 


10 Jesus said to him, He who is “bathed has no need 
xcept to wash his feet, but is wholly "clean; and you are 
jean, but not all of you. 

11 For He *knew the one betraying Him; for this reason 

tle said, Not all of you are clean. 


2. Washing by One Another among the Believers 
wy. 12-17 


12 Then when He had washed their feet and taken His 
vuter garments and reclined at the table again, He said to 
hem, Do you know what I have done to you? 

13 You call Me the Teacher and the Lord, and you say 
rightly, for I am. 

14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your 
eet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 

15 For I have given you an “example so that you also may 
o even as I have done to you. ; 

16 Truly, truly, I say to you, A “slave is not greater than 
1is master, nor 'one who is sent greater than the one who 
ends him, 

17 If you know these things, *blessed are you if you do 

them. 


3. Washed, but Not in the Fellowship 
vv. 18-30 

18 I do not speak concerning ‘all of you. I know whom I 
have ®chosen, but that the “Scripture may be fulfilled, “He 
vho teats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.” 

19 From now on I am “telling you before it happens, so 
‘hat when it happens, you may believe that “I am. 

20 Truly, truly, I say to you, *He who receives whomever I 
shall send receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him 
vho sent Me. 

21 When Jesus had said these things, He became trou- 
bled in His “spirit, and He testified and said, Truly, truly, I 
ay to you that "one of you will betray Me. 


vealed in John’s first Epistle, a con- 10! Bathing here signifies the 
anuation of the Gospel of John. washing of regeneration (Titus oH 
7! In Greek, know in the first in- John 3:5). y "hs 
tance denotes the inward, subjective 16! One who is sent is, literally, an 
onsciousness; in the second it refers apostle, ; 
the outward, objective knowledge. 18! Lit,, masticates. 
sce note $5! in ch. 8. 19! See note 24! in ch. 8. 


John 1310-21 


John 13:22-36 


23? John 
19:26 


27° Luke 


31° John 
12:23; 
17:1 

31° John 


12:28 
32 John 
7:1 
33° John 
7:33 
33 John 
7:34, 
36; 
8:21 
33° John 
13:36 
344 1 John 
Sit; 
23} 
John 
15:12, 
17 


34> 1 Thes 


22 The disciples looked at one anot 0 
whom He was speaking about, ee hones } 
23 One of His disciples, “whom Jesus loved, was reclini 
on Jesus’ bosom. <i 
24 Simon Peter therefore nodded to him to inquire wh 
might be about whom He was speaking. 
25 Then he, while reclining thus on Jesus’ breast, said 
Him, Lord, who is it? 
26 Jesus answered, It is he for whom I will dip the mor 
and to whom I will give it. And dipping the morsel, He p 
it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. ° ? 
27 And at that moment, after the morsel, “Satan ente 
into him. Jesus therefore said to him, What you do, 
quickly, 
28 But none of those reclining at table knew why He s 
this to him. 4 
29 For some supposed, since Judas held the purse, thi 
Jesus was saying to him, Buy the things that we have ne 
of for the feast, or that he should give something to the poc 
30 Therefore having taken the morsel, he went out in 
mediately; and it was night. 


4. Washed and Willing to Remain 
in the Fellowship, but Failing 0 
wy. 31-38 


31 Then when he went out, Jesus said, Now has the Sc 
of Man been "glorified, and God has been **glorified | 
Him. 

32 ‘If God has been **glorified in Him, God will 
S>glorify Him in Himself, and He will glorify Him i 
mediately. > 

33 Little children, *I am still with you a little while; *y 
will seek Me, and even as I said to the Jews, ‘Where Ia 
going, you cannot come, now I say to you also. igi 

34 Anew commandment I give to you, that ii ag 
another, even as I have loved you, that you 
another. 

35 By this shall all men Sig that you are My 
if you have love for one another: _ 

36 "Simon Peter said to Him, Lord, where are You 


pees vt. 1 i 12. 
31! See note 23! in eh. 12. 31? See note 28! in ch. 


John 13:37 —14:2 
vsus answered him, ’Where I go you cannot follow Me now, 36” john 
it you will “follow later. t 13333; 
37 Peter said to Him, Lord, why can’t I follow You now? Hee! 
ill lay down my ‘life for You. Te a 


38 Jesus answered, Will you lay down your life for Me? 
ruly, truly, I say to you, A "rooster shall by no means crow 38? John 
itil you deny Me three times. 1e:27 


CHAPTER 14 


Il. Jesus Crucified and Christ Resurrected 
Going to Prepare the Way to Bring Man into God, 
and as the Spirit Coming to Abide and Live in the Believers 
for the Building of God’s Habitation 
14:1—21:25 


\. Life’s Indwelling —For the Building of God’s Habitation 
14:1—16:33 


1. The Dispensing of the Triune God— 
For the Producing of His Abode 
14:1-31 


Jesus Going through Death and Christ Coming in Resurrection 
to Bring the Believers into the Father 
vw. 1-6 
1 "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe into 'God, __ 1: john 
clieve also into ‘Me. 
2 In '*My Father’s house are *many abodes; if it were 2" John 
so, I would have told you; for I **go to prepare a place for 


21; 
yu. 1 Tim. 
Rae SAS} 
32! Some ancient MSS omit the New Testament, either by the Lord Heb. 
iuse, If God has been glorified in Jesus or by God. This new command- 3:6; 
n ment is different from the old com- 1 Pet. . 
42° See note 28! in ch. 12. mandments in the Old Testament. 2:5; 
325 See note 23! in ch, 12. 37! Lit., soul, soul-life; so in the ees 
‘4! The Greek word for command- next verse. nn 2) Dee 
nt here is the same word as in Matt. 1' Here the Lord showed His dis- 14:23 
and Rom. 7:8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. ciples that He is the same as God. The ——_9¢ john 
cver, in Matt. § and Rom. 7 it disciples were troubled upon hearing 14:12, 
rs to the old commandments of _ of His leaving. By this word He made 28; 
law in the Old Testament; here it them realize that as God He is omni- 7:33; 
‘tothe new commandment given _ present and is not limited by time and 13:3 


1s by the Lord in the New Testa- space. : 
it Also in 14:15, 21; 15:10, 12; 2! According to the interpreta- 
hn 2:3, 4, 7, 8; 3:22, 23, 24; 4:21; tion in 2:16, 21, My Father’ house 
3; 2 John 4, 5, 6, it refers to the refers to the temple, the body of 
commandment given to us inthe Christ, as God’s dwelling place. At 


John 14:3-6 


68 


1:14, 


John 
1:4; 
11:25 
1 John 
5:12; 
Col 
3:4 


3 And ‘if I go and “prepare a place for you, I “am comit 
again and will ‘receive you to Myself, so that “where Ia 


you also may be. 


4 And where I am going you know the way. 

5 Thomas said to Him, Lord, we do not know where 
are going; how can we know the way? 

6 Jesus said to him, I am the 'way and the **reality ax 
the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me, — 


first the body of Christ was only His 
individual body. But through Christ’s 
death and resurrection, the body of 
Christ has increased to be His corpo- 
rate Body, which is the church, in- 
cluding all His believers, who have 
been regenerated through His resur- 
rection (1 Pet. 1:3). In Christ’s resur- 
rection the church is the Body of 
Christ, which is the house of God 
(1 Tim, 3:15; 1 Pet. 2:5; Heb. 3:6), 
God’s habitation (Eph. 2:21-22), 
God’s temple (1 Cor. 3:16-17). 

2? The many abodes are the many 
members of the Body of Christ (Rom. 
12:5), which is God’s temple (1 Cor. 
3:16-17). This is adequately proven by 
v. 23, which says that the Lord and the 
Father will make an abode with the 
one who loves Him. 

2? This book has two main sec- 
tions. The first section, chs. 1—13, 
points out how Christ, as the eternal 
Word, came through incarnation to 
bring God into man that He might be 
the life and life supply to man. The 
second section, chs. 14—21, unveils 
how Christ, as the man Jesus, went 
through death and resurrection to 
bring man into God for the building 
of God’s habitation, which is the 
building of the church (Matt. 16:18) 
and which is related to the building of 
the New Jerusalem (Heb. 11:10; Rev. 
21:2). In the entire universe God has 
only one building, thatis, the building 
of His living habitation with His re- 
deemed people. ag tae 

3! if 1 go...1 am coming ° 
that the Lord's going (through His 
death and resurrection) was His com- 
ing (to His disciples—vv. 18, 28). He 
came in the flesh (1:14) and was 
among His disciples, but He could not 


enter into them while He was in tl 
flesh. He had to take the further st 
of passing through death and resi 
rection in order to be transfigun 
from the flesh into the Spirit that] 
might come into the disciples 
dwell in them, as revealed in vv, 17-2 
After His resurrection He di 
breathe Himself as the Holy 
into the disciples (20:19-22). ‘ 
3 The Lord’s intention in | 
chapter was to bring man into God! 
the building of His dwelling plat 
But between man and God there wi 
many obstacles, such as sin, si 
death, the world, the flesh, the s 
the old man, and Satan. For the L 
to bring man into God, He had’ 
solve all these problems. Therefo 
He had to go to the cross to acco 
plish redemption that He might 
the way and make a standing for 
that man might enter into God. 1 
standing in God, being enlarged 
comes the standing in the 
Christ. Anyone who does not hav 
standing, a place, in God does | 
have a place in the Body of Chi 
which is God’s dwelling place, Hen 
the Lord’s going in order to ace 
plish redemption was to prepatt 
place in His Body for the discip| 
33 In receiving the disciples 
Himself, the Lord put them into] 
self, as indicated in y. 20 by the we 
you in Me, i s 
34 The Lord is in the Fat 
(wy. 10-11). He wanted His di: 
also to be in the Father, as reveal 


Himself, Since He is in the 
they are in the Father by b 


John 14:7-12 


b. The Triune God Dispensing Himself 
into the Bellevers 
wv. 7-20 


() The Father Embodied in the Son 
Seen among the Believers 
w. 7-14 


7 ‘If you had “known Me, you would have kn 
) , own M. 
‘her also; and henceforth you “know Him and have ise if 9 


n 

8 Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the Father and itis 
Yicient for us. 

9 Jesus said to him, Have I been so long a time with you, 
{ you have not known Me, Philip? He who has “seen Me — 9 John 
s seen the Father; how is it that you say, Show us the ae 
her? 
10 Do you not believe that I am “in the Father and the — 10* john 
ther is in Me? The “words that I say to you I do not speak 1a 


m Myself, but the Father who abides in Me does His 0.38; 
KS. 17:21 


\! Believe Me that I am ‘in the Father and the Father is ik ep 
Me; but if not, believe because of the 'works themselves. isa. 
|2 Truly, truly, I say to you, He who believes into Me, the a 


rks which I do he shall do also; and “greater than these ha ks 
shall do because I am ‘going to the Father. 108 bee 
Hence, where He is, the disci- the dispensing of Himself intous,God "7 John 
are also. is triune, He is one, yet He is three— Rpash) 
» The way for man to enter into the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, The tt john 
‘s the Lord Himself. Since the Sonisthe embodimentand expression 4, Hse 
s a living person, the place to of the Father (vv. 7-11), and the Spirit 5:20 
) the Lord brings man must also _ is thereality and realization of the Son 4b john 
person, God the Father Himself. (vv. 17-20). In the Son (the Son is even 14:2, 
Lord Himself is the living way by called the Father—Isa. 9:6) the Father 28; 
h man is brought into God the is expressed and seen, and as the Spirit 7:33 


er, the living place. The way (2 Cor. 3:17) the Son is revealed and 
the reality, and the reality needs _ realized. The Father in the Son is ex- 
fe. The Lord Himself is the life pressed among the believers, and the 
.. This life brings us the reality, Son as the Spirit is realized in the 
the reality becomes the way by” believers. God the Father is hidden, 
h we enter into the enjoyment of God the Son is manifested among. 
the Father. men, and God the Spirit enters into 
© Christ is the reality of the di- man to be his life, his life supply, and 
tings. This reality camethrough his everything. Hence, this Triune 
and becomes the realization of God—the Father in the Son and the 
lo us. See note 14° inch. land Sonas the Spirit —dispenses Himself 
6° in 1 John 1. into us to be our portion that we may 
? This chapter unveils the way enjoy Him as our everything in His 
dispenses Himself into man. In divine trinity. 


John 14:13-17 


13° John 
l4ila 
15:16 
16:23 
13» John 
13:31 
1731 
12:28 
14° John 
1413 
15° John 
14:21, 
23; 
16:27 
15% John 
14:21; 
15:10 
16* John 
14:26 
15:26, 
cf 
1 John 
2:1 
17¢ John 
7:39) 
15:26; 
16:13 
1 John 
5:6; 
John 
20:22 
1 Cor, 
15:45; 
2 Cor 
3:17 
17> John 
14:20; 
1 John 
2:27} 
Rom 
8:9, 11 


13 And whatever you “ask lin My name, that I wi 
that the ’Father may be "glorified in the Son, iy 


14 If you “ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 


(2) The Son Realized as the Spirit 
to Abide in the Believers 
wy. 15-20 


15 If you “love Me, you will keep My "commandments. 
16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you a 
“Comforter, that He may be with you forever, ; 
17 Even the “Spirit of reality, whom the world cam 
receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him; t 
you know Him, because *He abides with you and shall be 


you. 


10! See note 633 in ch. 6. 

12! The Lord came from the Father 
to bring God into man through His 
incarnation. Here, He is going to the 
Father to bring man into God through 
His death and resurrection. 

13! To be in the Lord’s name, here 
and in v. 14, means to be one with the 
Lord, to live by the Lord, and to let the 
Lord live in us, The Lord came and 
did things in the Father’s name (5:43; 
10:25), meaning that He was one with 
the Father (10:30), that He lived 
because of the Father (6:57), and that 
the Father worked in Him (y. 10). In 
the Gospels the Lord as the expression 
of the Father did things in the Father’s 
name. In the Acts the disciples as the 
expression of the Lord did even 
greater things (v. 12) in the Lord’s 
name. 

13? For the Father to be glorified in 
the Son means that His divine element 
is expressed from within the Son. 
Whatever the Son does expresses the 
Father’s divine element. This is the 
glorifying of the Father in the Son. 

16' The Greek word here means 
advocate, one alongside who takes 
care of our cause, our affairs. The 
Greek word for Comforter is the same 
as that for Advocate in | John 2:1. 
Today we have both the Lord Jesus in 
the heavens and the Spirit (the Com- 
forter) within us as our Advocate, 
who takes care of our case. 

17! The Spirit promised here was 


referred to in 7:39. This Spirit is 
Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2), and 1 
promise of the Lord’s was fulfille¢ 
the day of the Lord’s resurrect 
when the Spirit as the breath of 
was breathed into the discip 
(20:22). The Lord’s promise her 
different from the promise of 
Father concerning the Spirit of po 
in Luke 24:49. That promise 
filled fifty days after the Lot 
resurrection, on the day of Pente 
when the Spirit as the mighty y 
blew upon the disciples (Acts 2:1 
In this verse the Spirit of life is cal 
“the Spirit of reality.” This Spin 
reality is Christ (v. 6); hence, 
Spirit of reality is the Spirit of Ch 
(Rom, 8:9). This Spirit is also the 
ality of Christ (1 John 5:6, 20) 1 
Christ may be realized in those y 
believe into Him, as their life and! 
supply. 
172 The very “He” who is 
Spirit of reality in this verse becom 
the very “I” who is the Lord Him 
in v. 18. This means that the Cl 
who was in the flesh went thi 
death and resurrection to become 
life-giving Spirit, the pneum 
Christ. First Corinthians 15:45. 
firms this. In dealing with the ma 
of resurrection, that verse says,” 
last Adam [Christ in the fle 
came a life-giving Spirit.” : 
17> This is the first ime 

promise of the Spirit’s indwell 


John 14:18-26 


18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I coming 

19 Yet *a little while and the world beholds Me ne longer 
ut you behold Me; because I live, you also shall ‘live, i 
20 In that “day you will know that I ‘ather, 
ad you ‘in Me, and I 4in you. = tay H 


c. The Triune God Making an Abode 
with the Believers . 
w. 21-24 


21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, he i 
1e one who “loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by 
\y Father, and I will love him and will "manifest Myself to 
im. 

22 Judas, not Iscariot, said to Him, Lord, and what has 
:ppened that You are to manifest Yourself to us and not to 
e world? 

23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone “loves Me, 
- will "keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We 

\l come to him and make an “abode with him. 

24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and 
1e “word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who 

ent Me. 


d. The Comforter’s Reminding 
and Life’s Peace 
wy. 25-31 


25 These things I have spoken to you while abiding with © 


yu; 
26 But the “Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in #My name, He will *teach you “all things 
ind remind you of all the things which I have said to you. _ 


ealed. It is fulfilled and fully devel- 
d in the Epistles, See 1 Cor. 6:19 
! Rom. 8:9, 1. 

18' See note 17. 

18° This coming was fulfilled on 
day of His resurrection (20:19-22). 

‘ter His resurrection the Lord came 
k to His disciples to be with them 
ever, thus not leaving them as or- 
ans. 

19 It should be after His resurrec- 
\ that the Lord lives in His disciples 
J that they live by Him, as men- 

med in Gal, 2:20. 


20' This should refer to the day of 
the Lord’s resurrection (20:19). 

23! This is one of the many abodes 
mentioned in y, 2. It will be a mutual 
abode, in which the Triune God 
abides in the believers and the believ- 
ers abide in Him. 

26' The Comforter, the Holy 


John 14:27—15:1 


27° John 27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you: 
iey the world gives do I give to you. Do ety bys! 
16:20 ‘troubled, neither let it be afraid. © » 


Ag 28 You have heard that I said to you, 
27 John and I am ‘coming to you. If you loved Me, 
oe it in ‘Tam “going to the Father, for the Father is 
14:2 jan i. * j 
28" John 29 And now I have told you “before it happens, o th 
si he tk when it happens you may believe, dhl 
1020 30 I will no longer speak much with you, for the 
298 sony the world is coming, and in Me he has i i 
ergs 31 But this is so that the world may know that I love 


1231 Father, and as the Father "commanded Me, so I do, Ri 
1611 us go from here. mg 


Eph ; 
2:2 Ais 
ot ia CHAPTER 15 ry 
4 ’ ). ~ 
be 2. The Organism of the TriuneGod 
in the Divine Dispensing = 
15:1—16:4 31) = A a 
a. The Vine and the Branches 
Being an Organism to Glorify the Father Mra 
by Expressing the Riches of the Divine Life ; 
15:1-11 " 
1° Psa 1 I am the ‘true “vine, and My Father is the “hy 
60:8 man. , r Jt og 
ci. tsa a 7 - 
5:2 the Son. Hence, when we call on the — His divine trinity to be our life 
gli name of the Son, we get the Spirit yo Lae 
Pat (1 Cor. 12:3) 26° In 5:43 we are told that 
19:10 26° The Father being in the Son’s 
15:2 name is equivalent to the Father being 


the Son (see note 43! in ch. 5). There- 
fore, the Father's sending of the Holy 
Spirit in the Son’s name is the Son’s 
sending of the Holy Spirit from the 
Father (15:26). The Son and the 
Father are one (10:30), Hence, the 
Spirit who is seni comes not only out 
of the Father (15:26) but also out of 
the Son. Moreover, when the Spirit 
comes, He comes with the Father and 
the Son (see note 26! in ch. 15). This 
proves that the Father, the Son, and 
the Spirit are one God, the Triune 
God, who reaches us and is working, 
that 1s, dispensing, Himself into us in 


Fy 
is 


This is the 


Hie 
fed 


Re 


pat it may bear more fruit, 


ter | 


Jon 152-10 


2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes 
| away; and every branch that bears fruit, He "prunes it 


3 You are already *clean because of the word which I 


ive spoken to you. 


4 “Abide in Me and I “in you. As the branch cannot bear 
ruit ‘of itself unless it abides in the vine, go neither can you 


inless you abide in Me. 


5 lam the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in 
Vic and I in him, he bears *much fruit; for apart from Me you 


in do "nothing. 


6 If one does not abide in Me, he is “cast out as a branch 
dis dried up; and they gather them and cast them into the 


ire, and they are “burned. 


7 If you abide in Me and My “words abide in you, “ask 
hatever you will, and it shall be done for you. 

% In this is My Father “glorified, that you bear much 
iit and so you will become My “disciples. 

9 As the Father has “loved Me, I also have loved you; 


bide in My love. 


10 If you ‘keep My *commandments, you will abide in My 
ve, even as I have kept My Father’s commandments and 


bide in His love. 
\'s economy. This organism grows 
h His riches and expresses His di- 
¢ life, 

1¢ The Greek word means culti- 
or of the soil, land-worker, farmer 
im, 2:6; James 5:7; Matt. 21:33). 

Father as the husbandman is the 
urce, the author, the planner, the 
iter, the life, the substance, the 
the water, the air, the sunshine, 
everything to the vine. The Son as 
vine is the center of God"s econ- 
1y and the embodiment of all the 
hes of the Father. The Father, by 
itivating the Son, works Himsejf 
th all His riches into the vine, and 

ntually the. vine expresses the 
ther in a corporate way through its 
cnches. This is the Father's econ- 
my in the wniverse. 

2! Lit, cleanses. 

4' Lit, from. 

6' For a branch to be cast out 


means that it is cut off from participa- 
tion in the riches of the life of the 
vine. 

1! See note 63? in ch. 6. 

7 When we abide in the Lord and 
let His words abide in us, we actually 
are one with Him, and He works 


within us. Then, when we ask in . 


prayer for whatever we will, it is not 
only we who are praying; He too is 
praying, in our praying. Thiskind of 
prayer is related to fruit-bearing 
(v. 8) and will surely be answered. See 
note 167. 

8' In fruit-bearing the Father's di- 
vine life is expressed; hence, He is 
glorified. 

10' When we abide in the Lord, He 
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John 15:11-17 


118 John 
16:24 


12° John 
1S:17 
13:34 
12° John 
13:35 
Rom. 


1 John 
314 
* John 
1o:1 
14° 2Chron 
20 
Isa 
41:8 
James 
2:23 
16° John 
6:70 
13:18; 
1519 
16° john 
15:5 
16° John 
14:13, 
14 
16:24 
26 
® John 
15:12 


11 These things I have spoken to you that My. I 
in you and that your “joy may be iad full. petal Wh 


b. The Branches Loving One Another 
to Express the Divine Life in Fruit-bearing = 
15:12-17 ‘ 


12 This is My “commandment, that you “love one ano h 


even as I have loved you. 


13 No one has greater love than this, that one “lay dor 


his “life for his friends. 


14 You are My “friends if you do what I command you, 
15 No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does 
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friend 
for all the things which I have heard from My Father I h WV 


made known to you. 


16 You did not choose Me, but I “chose you, and I ‘get vi 
that you should °go forth and *bear fruit and “that your fru 
should ‘remain, that whatever you “ask the Father in 


name, He may give you. 


17 These things I command you that you may Love 0 


another. 


11' Being branches of the divine 
vine and bearing fruit to express the 
divine life are matters of joy, and they 
also issue in a joyful life, 

13! The Greek word here means 
soul, soul-life. 

16! We were wild branches, and 
through faith we have been grafted 
into Christ. Here the Lord said that He 
set us. This fits the thought of graft- 
ing 

16 The Greek word for go forth 
means fo depart, implying to leave for 
another place; hence, it is rendered go 
forth. Itis the same Greek word as that 
forgo in 14:4 and 16:5, The fruit borne 
by going forth in this way does not 
denote the virtues of the fruit-bearer’s 
character, such as the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit in the believer’s living, men- 
tioned in Gal. 5:22-23, but it denotes 
the believers produced by the fruit- 
bearer. This corresponds with the 
subject of this section, 12:20—17:26, 
which is Christ's multiplication. The 
virtues we possess through our abid- 
ing in the Lord cannot be counted as 
Christ’s multiplication, Only the be- 


the tangible multiplication of 
The Father's house in ch. 14, the 
vine in this chapter, and the man.- 

in ch. 16 are all related to the multip 
cation of Christ. 

16) After we go forth to produ 
believers in the Lord, we need to ca 
for them. The best way is to set | 
meetings in their homes to cover 
protect them that they may be 


related to fruit-bearing and Ww 
surely be answered by the Father. 
note 7?. upsell 


John 15:18—16:1 


c, The Vine and the Branches, Separated from the World, 


; 18" John 
Being Hated and Persecuted by the Religious World 17:14; 
15:18—16:4 ‘Miche 
18 If the world "hates you, know that it has "hated Me ‘18° Joh 
pefore you. : 24, 25 
19 If you were ‘of the world, the world would love its own; 1% John 
uit because you are “not 'of the world, but I chose you out aad 
| the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 John 
20 Remember the word which I said to you, Aslave is not 9» ag 
‘reater than his master. If they have »persecuted Me, they 5:16; 
vill ‘persecute you also; if they have kept My word, they will ae 
eep yours also. 206 Acts 
21 But all these things they will do to you because of My - ih 
\ame, because they do ’not know Him who sent Me. Gal. 
22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not ye 
we “sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 3:12 
23 He who “hates Me hates My Father also. ‘ ee 
24 If I did not do among them the *works which no one 914. 
.e has done, they would not have sin; but now they have wee 
‘th seen and hated both Me and My Father. 22 John 
25 But it is so that the word written in their law may be oat 
filled, ““They hated Me without cause.” 23° John 
26 But when the “Comforter comes, whom I will "send to 15:18 
1 from the Father, the ‘Spirit of reality, who proceeds Se peed 
‘rom the Father, He will “testify concerning Me; 10:37 
4 eae 24> John 
27 And “you testify also, because from the beginning you 15222 
we been with Me. 25° piss 
69:4 
2 
CHAPTER 16 ee 


1 These things I have spoken to you so that you would 26; 


it be "stumbled. 26> Jon 
d’s life, the divine life, in the Lord’s 26! The sense in Greek is from Hind 26¢ John 
and in His commission of fruit- (see note 14° in ch. 1). The Paige hoe 
ing. Life is the source, love is the reality, who nent te Jie 
jiion, and fruit-bearing is the Father, comes not only from the Fate pee 
If we all live by the Lord’s tife as but also with the Father. The | is Ly es 
ource, in the Lord’s love as the the source. When this Spirit — Pe re 
\ition, and for fruit-bearing as the from the source, He does not a= 56 
|, we surely will love one another. source but comes with the source. “ 278 John 
ving different sources of life, differ- Spirit, sent by ar -weapremee 6-7 19:35; 
conditions, or different goals will the Father, testifies someeee 2024 
arate us and prevent us from loving Son. Therefore, His jenna ve oe F 
another. cerning the Son is a matter _. 


19 Lit, out of. 


Triune God. 


John 16:2-8 


2° John 
9:22, 


26:10 
3S John 
8:19, 
38 
W522) 
4 John 
14:29 


16:10, 


17, 28; 


738} 
14:72, 
28 
5> John 
13:36; 
14:5 
6" John 
16:20, 
21, 22 
65 John 
14:1, 
27; 
16:22 
7 John 
739: 
7» John 
20:17 
7° John 
15:26 


2 They will "put you out of the Synagogues; but an hou 
*kills you to think that he j 


is coming for every one who 
offering service to God. 


3 And these things they will do "because they have n 


known the Father nor Me. 


4 But these things Ihave spoken to you that *when th : 
hour comes you may remember them, that I told you of the 
Now these things I have not said to you from the begi 


because I was with you. 


3. The Work of the Spirit Consummating 4 
in the Mingling of Divinity with Humanity 
16:5-33 Pi) 
a. The Son’s Going’for the Spirit's Coming. 
w. 5-7 ‘ 
5 But now I am “going to Him who sent Me; and none 
you asks Me, Where are You going? 
6 But because I have spoken these things to you, “sorr 


has filled your "heart. 


7 But I tell you the truth, It is expedient for you th t 
go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will ‘not com 
to you; but if Igo, I will‘send Himtoyou. = = 

b, The Work of the Spirit 
vw. 8-15 ay Mh! ny 


(1) To Convict the World 
w. 8-11 


8 And when He comes, He will ‘convict the world coi 
cerning “sin and concerning “righteousness and concernil 


judgment: 


2' In this Gospel religion is re- 
vealed as the enemy of life. In the 
Gospels, Judaism opposed and perse- 
cuted the Lord Jesus. In the Acts it 
continued by opposing and persecut- 
ing the apostles and the disciples 
(Acts 4:1-3; 5:17-18, 40; 6:11-14; 
7:57-59; 26:9-12). In subsequent his- 
tory the Catholic Church persecuted 
the Lord’s followers, All organized re- 
ligions, of whatever kind, persecute 
those who seek the Lord in life, All 
these religions consider their perse- 
cuting of the Lord’s seekers a service 
offered to God. 


7! This “going” was ultim 
fulfilled by His ascension in 20: 

8! To convict means to con 
to condemn, to cause people to rebt 
themselves. q 
8 Sin entered through Ad 

om. 5:12), righteousness is the 

ase Cheik @ 10; 1 Cor. 1:3 
and judgment is for Satan (v. 11), ¥ 
is the author and source of sin (8: 


believe into Him, He is right 
to us, and we are justified 


John 16:9-18 


9 Concerning *sin, beca 
, because they do not "believe i 
1 . : ‘ 
0 And concerning “righteousness, be oy into re b ion 


. ial and you né longer behold Me; ba alt 
concerning judgm becai ‘ ruler aa 
orld has been ‘judged. ant, beens a: aa 
2a 
(2) To Glorify the Son by Revealing Him 5:21; 
with the Fullness of the Father to the Believers 33, 
Ww. 12-15 10° Rom. 
(3) ToT i i tae 
ransmit to the Believers ! : fd 
All That the Father and the Son Have a 
sade 12:31 
12 [ have yet many things to 
Se ngs to say to you, but you cannot 
13 But when He, the “Spirit of reality, comes, He will 13° John 


uide you into all the ‘reality; for He will not speak “from 14:17; 


mself, but what He hears He will speak: i Watt 

; and Hi : 

eclare to you 4the things that are pale 4, vie sa 
i4 He will *glorify Me, for He will receive of Mine and will ‘a iar 
314, 


lare it to you. bt 
15 “All that the Father has is Mine; for this reason I have 8:32; 


id that He receives of Mine and will declare it to you. 13¢ eke 
c. The Son to Be Born in Resurrection 134 me 

as a Newborn Child 11, 

w. 16-24 ieee 

16 A little while and you no longer behold Me, andagain _,,.17° 
little while and you will "see Me. a te: 


17 Some of His disciples then said to one another, What Col. 


this that He says to us, Alittle while and you donot behold 463 john 
and again a little while and you will see Me; and, 7:33 
ecause I am going to the Father? ier penal 


18 Therefore they said, What is this that He says, A little 
hile? We do not know what He is talking about. 
; T i ers into all the reality; that is, He 


makes all that the Son is and has real 
to the believers. All that the Father is 


1.3 24; 4 25). if we do not repent 
sin that is in Adam and believe 


Christ, the Son of God, we will 
4in in sin and share the judgment 
catan for eternity (Matt. 25:41). 
se are the main points of the gos- 
The Spirit uses these points to 
ict the world. 

13! The work of the Spirit is, first, 
invict the world. Second, as the 
it of reality He guides the believ- 


and has is embodied in the Son (Col. 
2:9), and all that the Son is and has is 
declared as reality to the believers 
through the Spirit (vv. 14-15). This 
declaring is the glorifying of the Son 


of the Triune God being wrought into 
and mingled with the believers. Third, 


{ 


Jehn 16:19-26 


20° 


20! 


218 


24° Jol 


26° 


26" 


15:16 


» john 


Wel 


John 
16:23 
John 
16:24 
1413 
14; 
15:16 


19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask Him and Hes 
to them, Are you inquiring among yourselves concerni 
this, that I said, A little while and you do not behold ss al 
again a little while and you will see Me? i 

20 Truly, truly, I say to you that you will FAG: : 
lament, but the world will rejoice; you will be bigs b 
your sorrow will be turned into joy. 

21 A woman, when she gives birth, has sorrow b 
her hour has come; but when she ‘brings forth the 
‘child, she no longer remembers the affliction because of t 
joy that a man has been born into the world. 

22 Therefore you also now have sorrow; but I will !see y 

“again and your heart will *rejoice, and no one takes your, t 


away from you. 


23 And in that “day you will ask Me nothing. Truly, tru 
I say to you, 'Whatever you ask the Father in My name, 


will give to you. 


24 Until now you have “asked for nothing in My na 
ask and you shall receive, that your "joy may be made 


d. The Believers Having Peace in the Son 
in Spite of Persecution 
wy. 25-33 

25 These things I have spoken to you in parables; an ho 

is coming when I will no longer speak to you in parables, b 
I will report to you plainly concerning the Father. ; 
26 In that “day you will ask in My name, and I do nots 

to you that I will ask the Father concerning you, 


the Spirit declares the things that are 
to come, which are revealed mainly in 
Revelation (Rev. 1:1, 19). The three 
aspects of the Spirit’s work corre- 
spond with the three sections of 
John’s writings: his Gospel, his Epis- 
tles, and his Revelation. 

21! The bringing forth here is the 
begetting in Acts 13:33. The incar- 
nated Christ, including all His 
believers, was begotten in His resur- 
rection to be the Son of God (1 Pet. 
1:3). Thus, He has become the first- 
born Son of God, and all His believers 
have become God's many sons as His 
brothers to constitute His church 
(Rom. 8:29; John 20:17 and note 2; 
Heb, 2:10-12) as His multiplication 


(12:24), His increase (3:29-30), 
His Body, which is His fullness, 
expression (Eph. 1:23). 
212 In this parable the Lord i 
cated that the disciples were 
a woman travailing in birth, 2 
He was the little child to be brov 
forth in His resurrection (Acts 13 
Heb. 1:5; Rom, 1:4). 
22! After being born in resur 
tion, the Lord came to 
disciples in the evening of the di 
His resurrection, and the disci 
joiced at His presence (20:20), 
23! Or, Whatever you ask 
Father, He will give to you 
name. - 


John sail 


7 For the Father Himself loves because 

oi Me and have believed that I ceonais lieth mo ef 

's | ‘came forth Sout from the Father and have came into 

- world: again, Tam leavi world ‘going 

» Father, ae + ree. - 

28 His disciples said, Behold, n 
uly and not saying any parable. wpitiern von 

+0 Now we know that You know all things and have no 

ai that anyone ask You; by this we believe that You “came 
th ‘fram God, 

31 Jesus answered them, Do you now believe? 

32 Behold, an hour is coming, and has come, that you will 
scattered each to his own place and will leave Me alone; 
| am not Salone, because the Father is “with Me. 

33 These things I have spoken to you that in Me you may 

ve peace. In the world you have ‘affliction, but take 
rage; I have ‘overcome the world. 


CHAPTER 17 


B. Life’s Prayer 
17:1-26 


1. The Son to Be Glorified 
That the Father May Be Glorified 
w. 1-5 
1 These things Jesus spoke, and “lifting up His eyes to 
aven, He said, *Father, the hour has come; ‘glorify Your 
~on that the Son may “glorify You; 


See note 16° in ch. 15; so in 


= 


27! See note 14% in ch. 1. 
28' Some MSS read, came forth 

m the Father. The word from in 
ese MSS is the same as that in v. 27. 
30! The word from used by the dis- 

es here does not have the sense of 

» with. It is different from the word, 
4 by the Lord in v. 27. 
32! See note 16! in ch. 8. 

1! Thisis the subject of the Lord’s 
ayer in this chapter. He was God 
carnated im the flesh, and His flesh 
as a tabernacle in which God could 
well on earth (1:14). His divine ele- 
ent was confined in His humanity, 


just as God’s shekinah glory had been 
concealed within the tabernacle. 
Once, on the mountain of transfigu- 
ration, His divine element was 
released from within His flesh and 
expressed in glory, being seen by the 
three disciples (Matt. 17:1-4; John 
1:14). But then it was concealed again 
in His flesh. Before this prayer He 
predicted that He would be glorified 
and that the Father would be glorified 
in Him (12:23; 13:31-32). Now He 
was about to pass through death so 
that the concealing shell of His hu- 
manity might be broken rand His 
divine element, His divine life, might 
be released. Also, He would resurrect 


2) John 
O28, 
a) 


John 17:2-6 


2° Matt 
20:18; 
ct John 


10:28 

2 John 
17:6, 
9, 24 
6.47 
65 

+” Heb. 
eal 


5:17 


1:2 
5° John 
17:24 
6 John 
We 
12,26 
6" John 
17:2 
6° John 
17:9 


2 Even as 'You have given Him “au 


thority over all f1 


to give “eternal "life to all whom You have ‘given Him, 


3 And this is ‘eternal life, that they may "know Yi 
and Him whom You have *sent, 


only “true God, 
“Christ. 


41 have ‘glorified You on earth, finishing the 

which You have given Me to do. } r 
5 And now, '"glorify Me along with Yourself Father, 

the ‘glory which I had ‘with You ‘before the world vas, 


2. The Believers to Be Built Up intoOne 
6-24 et 


Ww. 


a. In the Father's Name by the Eternal Life 

w. 6-13 MAT 

6 I have manifested 'Your ‘name to the men whom 
‘gave Me out of the world. They were Yours, and You g 
them to Me, and they have kept Your 2word. 


that He might uplift His humanity 
into the divine element and that His 
divine element might be expressed, 
with the result that His entire being, 
His divinity and His humanity, would 
be glorified (see note 23! in ch. 12), 
The Father would thus be glorified in 
Him (see note 28! in ch. 12), Hence, 
He prayed for this. 

The Lord’s prayer here concerning 
the divine mystery is fulfilled in three 
stages. First, it was fulfilled in His 
resurrection, in that His divine ele- 
ment, His divine life, was released 
from within His humanity into His 
many believers (12:23-24), and His 
whole being, including His humanity, 
was brought into glory (Luke 24:26), 
and in that the Father's divine element 
was expressed in His resurrection and 
glorification. In His resurrection God 
answered and fulfilled His prayer 
(Acts 3:13-15). Second, it has been 
fulfilled in the church, in that as His 
resurrection life has been expressed 
through His many members, He has 
been glorified in them, and the Father 
has been glorified in Him through the 
church (Eph. 3:21; | Tim. 3:15-16). 
Third, it will ultimately be fulfilled in 
the New Jerusalem, in that He will be 
fully expressed in glory, and God will 


iret 


be glorified in Him through the | 
city for eternity (Rev. 21:11, 23-2 
In praying in this way, the L 
unveiled His person, His deity; F 
the same as the Father in the di 
glory. B 
2! This indicates the Lord's: 

The Lord has the Father’s autho 


the Father 
given Him—the Father’s chi 
ones. 
22 See note 15! in ch. 3. 
3! Eternal life is the divine 
with a special function, that 
know God and Christ (cf. M 


they 
Christ (Heb. 8:11; Phil. 3 
“. Paap dit 8 1; soin 


a a ee 
John 17:7-13 
7 Now they have come to know that all that You have 


ven Me is from You, 


8 For the “words which You’ 
; gave Me I have gj 
hem, and they received them and knew truly that Pheu 
jorth “from You, and they have believed that You “sent Me. is 


9 I "ask concerning them; I do 
: not ask concerning the hea 
orld, but concerning those whom Ye i 
F ‘ou have » Spon 
hey are °Yours; waerhir ted 


10 And all that is Mine is Yours, and *Yours Mine: andI .,2° 
ave been ‘glorified 2in them. t 


i1 And I am no longer in the world; yet they are “in the aie 


or ld, and Iam *coming to You. 'Holy Father, ‘keep them?in 9 uae 
uur “name, which You have given to Me, that they may be 22:32 
ne even as We are. aan 
12 When I was with them, I *kept them in Your ’name, % John 
hich You have given to Me, and I guarded them; and ‘not 49: ae 
ne of them “perished, except the *son of ‘perdition, that 16:15 
e ‘Scripture might be fulfilled. 1 PA 
i3 But now I am “coming to You, and these things I speak 11° john 
the world that they may have My ‘joy made full in iene 
iemselves. Ny) pen 
wid be glorified now with that believers who receive both kinds of 114 John 
ry along with the Father. The Lord — words. 17:6 
icipates in the divine glory not by 8! See note 14° in ch, 1. 11® John, 
nself but along with the Father, for 10' Since the disciples expressed 17:21, 
lc and the Father are one (10:30). the Lord, He was glorified in them, 22, 23 
6' Your name, here and in v. 26, 10? Le., because of them. 128 John 
cans the very name Father. The 11! The Son’s believers are still in 4 wu 
ime God and the name Jehovah were the world. They need to be kept that yh ihn 
\equately revealed to man inthe Old they may be one even as the Divine 49. John 
stament, but the name Father was _ Trinity is one, that is, that they may be 18:9; 
i, though it was mentioned briefly one in the Divine Trinity. The Son 6:39. 
» Isa, 9:6; 63:16; 64:8. The Soncame prayed that the holy Father would so 424 john 
id worked in the Father’s name keep them. 3:16; 
43; 10:25) to manifest the Father to 11? To be kept in the Father’s name 10:28 
he men whom the Father gave Him is to be kept by His life, because only 12¢ John 
id to make the Father’s name known _ those who are born of the Father and 6:70, 
them (v, 26). That name reveals the have the Father’s life can participate 71; 
wher as the source of life (5:26) for in the Father’s name. The Son has Sih 
he propagation and multiplication of ,_ given the Father’s life to those whom Bia iar 
fe. Many sons would be born of the the Father has given Him (v. 2); 498 pea, 
‘ather (1:12-13) to express the Father. hence, they share the Father’s name 41:9 
Hence, the Father’s name is very by being keptinit, andtheyareonein — 43 john 
uch related to the divine life. it. The first aspect of this oneness, that 71 
6? The Father’s words are of two _ is, the first aspect of the building up 13% John 
kinds: the constant word (v. 6) andthe _ of the believers, is the oneness in the 15:11 


nstant words (v. 8). Both are used by 
he Lord to impart eternal life to the 


Father’s name and by His divine life. 
In this aspect of oneness the believers, 


John 17;14-20 


14° John 
Waa 
14) John 
1518. 
| lobn 
14 
14° John 
Plo 
14" John 
8:23 
15° John 
Welt 
15 Matt 
615 
13:38 
1 John 
213 
\4 
y12 
518 
19 
16° John 
Weld 
17° John 
1719 
1 Thes. 
5:23; 
Eph 
5:26 
Heb. 
2 
18° John 
17:3, 


8 
18° John 
20;21 
1% John 
17317 
20° John 
17:9 


b, In the Triune God 
through Sanctification by the Holy Word M 
W. 1421» set: 


141 have "given them Your ‘word, and the *world h 
"hated them, because they are ‘not “of the 2world even 


am not “of the world, 


15 I do not ask that You would take them out of the wo 
but that You would "keep them ‘out of the hands of the 


one, 


world, 


t 
17 '"Sanctify them in the truth; Your ‘word is truth. 
18 As You have gent Me into the world, I also have ! 


them into the world, 


19 And for their sake I ‘sanctify Myself, that they th 
selves also may be “sanctified in truth, ; 


20 And I do not “ask concerning these only, but concer 
ing those also who believe into Me through their word, 


born of the Father's life, enjoy the 
Father's name, that is, the Father Him- 
self, as the factor of their oneness. 

12! Perished (a verb) and perdition 
(a noun) are from the same Greek 
root. 

14' The Lord has given the believ- 
ers two kinds of words: the constant 
word (vv. 14, 17) and the instant 
words (v, 8) 

14 The world is the system of 
Satan (12:31). The believers are not of 
the world (vy. 14, 16) but are sepa- 
rated from the world (v, 19), and are 
not taken out of the world (v, 15) but 
are sent into the world (v. 18) for the 
Lord’s commission. (So in wy. 15, 16.) 

14° Lit., out of; so in v, 16. 

15! Or, out of the evil. 

15° The whole world lies in the evil 
one (1 John 5:19), Hence, the believ- 
ers need to be kept out of the hands of 
the evil one, and they need always to 
be watchful in prayer that they may be 
delivered from the evil one (Matt. 
6:13). 

17' To be sanctified (Eph. 5:26; 
1 Thes. 5:23) is to be separated from 
the world and its usurpation unto God 
and His purpose, not only positionally 


16 They are "not of the world, even Pa I am not of | 


4 


(Matt, 23:17, 19) but also di 
ally (Rom, 6:19, 22). God’s | 
word works in the believers to 
rate them from anything worldly. 
is to be sanctified in God’s we 
which is the truth, the reality. 

17° Or, in the reality. Reality is 
Triune God (1:14, 17; 14:6; 1 J 
5:6). Since the Triune God is 
tained and concealed in His word, 
word is reality (see notes 14° in el 
and 6° in | John 1), We are sanctit 
in the reality of this word, 

17) The Father’s word carrie 
reality of the Father with it. 
God’s word says, “God is ; 
carries God as light in it. Her 
God’s word is reality, the truth, ! 
Satan’s word, which is vanity, ¢ 
(8:44). 

18! The Father sent the Son i 
the world with Himself as life 
everything to the Son. In the sa 
way, the Son sends His believers 


John 17:21-24 


21 That they all may be "one: ev 
: ; even ; 
tc and I in You, that th as You, Father, are in 


i ey also may be “in Us: 
orld may believe that You have A! Me. n Us; that the 


c. In the Divine Glory 
for the Expression of the Triune God 
Ww, 22-24 
22 And the “glory which You have given Me I have given 
» them, that they may be “Sone, even as We are “one; 

23 I “in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected 
ito one, that the world may know that You have “sent Me 
id have "loved them even as You have “loved Me. 

24 Father, concerning that which You have “given Me, I 
sire that they also may be with Me where I am, that they 
ay behold My ‘glory, which You have given Me, for You 


ved Me “before the foundation of the world. 


| sanctified Himself in His way of 
ig while He was on earth. 

21! This is the second aspect of the 
cevers’ oneness, the oneness in the 
ine God through sanctification, 

paration from the world by the word 

God. In this aspect of oneness the 
evers, separated from the world 
o God, enjoy the Triune God as the 

‘or of their oneness, 

12! The glory that the Father gave 
he Son is the sonship with the 

her’s life and divine nature (5:26). 

: sonship was given so that the Son 

uld express the Father in His full- 

(1:18; 14:9; Col. 2:9; Heb. 1:3). 
Son has given this glory to His 

‘evers that they too may have the 
ship with the Father’s life and di- 
nature (v. 2; 2 Pet. 1:4) to express 
Father in the Son in the Son’s 

ness (1:16). 

222 This is the third aspect of the 
evers’ oneness, the oneness in the 
ne glory for the corporate expres- 

of God. In this aspect of oneness 
believers, their self having been 
denied, enjoy the glory of the 
her as the factor of their perfected 

iess and thus express God in a 

porate, built-up way. This is the 
ness of the divine commission; it 
ills the Son’s prayer that He be 

expressed, that is, glorified, in 


the building up of the believers, and 
that the Father be fully expressed, glo- 
tified, in the Son’s glorification. 
Hence, the ultimate oneness of the 
believers is (1) in the eternal life of 
God (in the Father’s name), (2) by the 
holy word of God, and (3) in the di- 
vine glory to express the Triune God 
for eternity. That the Son might ac- 
complish this oneness, the Father 
gave Him six things: the authority 
(v. 2), the believers (vv. 2, 6, 9, 24), 
the work (v. 4), the words (v. 8), the 
Father’s name (vv. 11-12), and the 
Father’s glory (v. 24). That the believ- 
ers may participate in this oneness, 
the Son gave them three things: the 
eternal life (v. 2), the holy word of 
God (vv. 8, 14), and the divine glory 
(v. 22). (So also for one in v. 23.) 

23! The Father loved the Son by 
giving the Son His life, His nature, 
His fullness, and His glory that the 
Son might express Him. In the same 
way, the Father loved the Son’s believ- 
ers by giving them His life, His 
nature, His fullness, and His glory 
that they might express Him in the 
Son. This is a story of love as well as 
glory. , 

24! The Son is in the divine glory 
of the Father’s expression. Therefor 
for the Son’s believers to be with Him 
where He is means that they are with 


John 17:25—18:4 


25° John 
8:55; 


11:27 
255 John 
17:8 
26* John 
17:6 
262 John 
17:23 


1> 2 Sam 
15:23 

2 John 
6:71; 
12:4; 
13:2, 21 

4° John 
13:1 


3. The Father to Be Shown Righteous 
in Loving the Son and His Believers 
w. 25-26 a) a 
+ 25 Bie Father, though the world has not Ia ( 
ou, yet I have *known You, and these have 
have sent Me. mim : 
26 And I have made Your ‘name known to them and y 
yet make it known, that the love with which You h 
“loved Me may be in them, andI‘in them. me 
CHAPTER 18 P 
C. Life’s Process through Death and Resurrection 
for Multiplication ; 
18:1—20:13, 17 


1. Delivering Himself in Voluntary Boldness 
to Be Processed 
18:1-11 \ " 
1 When Jesus had said these things, *He ‘went fo 
with His disciples across the brook "Kedron, where 
was a garden, into which He entered as well as His disc 
2 And Judas also, who was “betraying Him, knew | 
place, for Jesus often gathered there with His disciples. 
3 Then Judas, having gotten the cohort and some att 
dants from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there w 
torches and lamps and weapons. ” , 
4 Jesus therefore, “knowing all the things that wi 
coming upon Him, 'went forth and said to them, Whor 
you seek? 


’ 


Him in the divine glory to express the 
Father. The fulfillment of this matter 
began with the Son’s resurrection, 
when He brought His believers into 
participation in His rota is 
and will consummate in the je- c j 
rusalem, when His believers will be Father, In this love the Father g ve 
brought fully into the divine glory for Nore n 
the ultimate corporate expression of Be 
the Triune God in eternity. 

25! The world neither knows nor 
wants the Father, but the Son and the 
Son’s believers do. Hence, the Father 
loves the Son and His believers so that 
He gives His glory to both the Son and 
His believers, In this matter He is 
righteous and just. In sanctifying the 


John 18:5-15 


5 They answered Him, Jesus the “Nazarene He said to 


om, Lam, And Judas ale betrayi as 
, ‘ 10, he 193, 
nding with them, Marit AG Him, ves Cohn 
6 When therefore He said to the Hews 
: m, I drewback 5” 
id fell to the ground, see ay ‘ 18% 6; 
7 Then again He asked them, Whom do seek? And ray 
icy said, Jesus the Nazarene, , 7 ag 
4 Josus answered, I told you that “l am; if therefo 
vck Me, let these go.away, i nan mies 
9 That the word might be fulfilled which He spoke, "Of — 9 john 
ose Whom You have given Me, I have not lost one. V2 
10 Then Si mon Peter, having a "sword, drew it and struck 10° Luke 
« slave of the high priest and "cut off his right ear; and 22508 
« slave's name was Malchus. i pr 
11 Jesus therefore said to Peter, Put the sword into its 
cath, The ‘cup which the Father has given Me, shall I 
ink it? : 
2. Examined in His Dignity by Mankind 
18:12-38a 
a. By the Jews according to God’s Law 
in Their Religion 
w. 12-27 
12 Then the cohort and the commander and the atten- 
ints of the Jews “seized Jesus and bound Him 12" w. 
13 And "Jed Him away to Annas first; for he was the = 12:27: 
\her-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 26:57- 
14 Now it was “Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that 75; 
was expedient for one man to die for the people. 14:53- 


15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, as well as another 72; 


Aap, Fe ‘ Lul 
ciple. And that disciple was known to the high priest, and path 
entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest; i an “ 

4! See note 1!, "141 This word, too, shows thatthe ——11:49- 
5! | Am is the name of Jehovah Lord was willing to pass through the 51 


n vv. 6, 8). See note 24! in ch, 8. 
n the soldiers heard this name; 
drew back and fell to the 
ind 
4! While suffering betrayal at the 
ds of His false disciple and arrest 
the soldiers, the Lord still took 
id care of His disciples. This re- 
\s that He was at ease in passing 
‘ugh the process of death. 


process of death. 

13! The Lord was the Lamb of 
God (1:29), and He was killed on the 
day of the Passover (v. 28). As the 
Passover lamb was examined before 
it was killed (Exo, 12:3-6), 90 He was 
examined by the whole of mankind, 
represented by the high priest of the 
Jews and the governor of the Ro- 
mans, and proved to be without 


dahon 1816.98 


to But Petor stood at the door ow 

disciple, the one known to the 

spoke to the maid who kept the 

17 Then the maid who kept the 

1 ede not also one of this man’s disciples? He 
~ be Now the slaves and the attendants | 


were Wi arming themselves; and Peter 
standing and warming himself, A 
19 The high prieet then Sees concern 
disciples and concerning His teaching, 
20 Jesus answered him, I have spoken openly 


where all the Jews come 

sooret, mis eS 

21 ‘Why do you question Me? Question those whe 

heard Me, concerning what I spoke to them; behold, 

know what I said, 

22 And when He said these things, one of the atte 

a> jade standing by ‘slapped Jesus, saying, Is that how You an 

' the high priest? a 

oer 23 Jesus answered him, If] have apolieniwhengiae 

“Mem concerning the wrong; but if rightly, why do you strike: 
= 24 Annas then sent Him bound to Calnping 3 he 

priest at 
24 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming ’ 
Then they said to him, Are you not also one of His di 
He denied and said, T am not, 

2 On of the alaves of the high Beles win 
of him whose ear Peter had cut off, said, Did Ino 
the garden with Him? 3 

27 Then Peter denied again, and imc « 


erowed 4 
b. By the Gentiles according to Mas LAW : 
in Their Politics af Le we 
ae ww. 28-388 wa 


see va “Then tity led Joavn fee Culaphaa tit Oi 
ote rium, and it was early morning. And they t 


oe bdemsh (v. 88; 194, 6), See note 37! and 
: Mark 12 

he ay While j the Lond, both 
23-1252 he igh pret of fe Jen aR 


John 18:29-38 


vot enter into the praetorium, so that they would not be 
\ofilod, but might eat the passover, 

29 Pilate therefore went outside to them and said, What 
weusation do you bring against this man? 

30 They answered and said to him, If this man were not 
loving evil, we would not have delivered Him to you, 

+1 Pilate said then to them, You take Him and judge Him 


cording to your “law. The Jews said to him, It is not lawful 


31" John 
(or us to kill anyone, 19:7; 

32 That the "word of Jesus might be fulfilled which He o. 

poke, signifying by what 'kind of death He was to die. 32° John 

33 Pilate therefore entered again into the praetorium and wee 

alled for Jesus. And he said to Him, You are the “King of the 33" ie 
Jews? 1:49; 

34 Jesus answered, ‘Are you saying this of yourself, or did or 
thers tell you about Me? Matt, 

35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Your nation and its chief ig 
vriests have delivered You to me. What have You done? 

36 Jesus answered, My “kingdom is not ‘of this world. If 36+ 2 sam. 
\ly kingdom were 'of this world, My attendants would be pi 
ruggling so that I would not be delivered to the Jews; but Dan. 
is it is, My kingdom is not from “here. 2Ad; 

37 Pilate said therefore to Him, So then You are a king? eS 
lesus answered, You say that I am a king. For this I have 19:12, 
been “born, and for this I have come into the world, that I Key 
would testify to the truth. Every one who is of the ‘truth 1:8; 

hears My voice. ' tt 

38 Pilate said to Him, What is truth? Eph 

3. Sentenced in Man’s Injustice Rev. 

by Blind Religion with Dark Politics ri 

18:38b—19:16 sites 

And having said this, he again went out to the Jews and said ie a 
to them, I find *no fault in Him. 1" 4 
8? A ref hould be crucified. It was in Bi, 
y as ee 6:00 a aie ae ae the Lord was execut per 


32! The Jews’ way to put criminals 

‘o death was to stone them (Lev. 
4:16). But the Lord Jesus predicted, 

\ccording to the type in the Old Testa- 

nent (Num. 21:8-9), that He would be 

ifted up (3:14; 8:28; 12:32). It was of 

God's sovereignty that not long before 
‘hat time the Roman Empire had 
made it a law that criminals sentenced 


This proves that the Lord’s death was WAT 
not accidental but was predetermined —_ 39 John 


by God (Acts 2:23). 19:4, 
34! See note 21!. 6; 
36! Lit., out of; so in v. 37. fod 
36? The world. a & 


37! In view of the entire revelation 
of this book, truth here denotes the 
divine reality embodied, revealed, 


Jah ISIS — 79-19 


=> .2ai> 


ihe purple garment. And he said to them, Behold, 
® When therefore the chief priests and the 
sew Him, they cried out, saying, Crucify! Crucify! Pi 
seod to them, You take Him and crucify Him, for I do ‘n 
find fault in Him. pail 4 
~ The Jews answered him, We have a Saw, and acco 


Sen of God. 


Jesus, Where are You from? But Jesus gave him no ans’ 

1@ Therefore Pilate said to Him, You do not speak to 
Do You not know that I have authority to release You an 
have authority to crucify You? b 

11 Jesus answered him, You would have no authori 
against Me if it were not ‘given to you from above; for t 
nenson, he who has delivered Me to you has the greater 

12 From then on, Pilate sought to release Him, but 
Jews cried out, saying, If you release this man, you are! 
= friend of Caesar; every one who makes himself a 
nd expressed in Christ as the Son of 
God See notes 14* in ch. | and @ in 
1 Jobe 1 


13 Pilate therefore, when hi 
é ; e heard t 
Jesus outside and sat down on the re a 7 


ee 


John 19:13-23 


ords, brought 
ment seat in a place 


called the Pavement, but in Hebrew, 'Gabbatha. 


14 Now it was the day of ! i 
preparation for th Pi 
was about the *sixth hour, And he said to the pital 


your King! 


15 They cried out then, Take Him away! i 
Crucify Him! Pilate said to them, Shall lin i Kine 
The chief priests answered, We have no king except Caesar. 
__16 Therefore at that time he delivered Him to them that 
‘He might be crucified. Therefore they "took Jesus, 


4. Tested in God's Sovereignty by Death 
19:17-30 


17 And *bearing the cross for Himself, He went out to the 
place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, 


Golgotha, 


18 Where they crucified Him, and with Him *two others. 
on this side and that, and Jesus in the middle. ' 

19 And Pilate wrote a notice also and put it on the cross; 
and it was written, JESUS THE "NAZARENE, THE "KING OF THE 


JEWS. 


20 This notice therefore many of the Jews read, for the 
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was 
written in ‘Hebrew, in ‘Latin, and in ‘Greek. 

21 The chief priests of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, 
Do not write, The King of the Jews, but that He said, 1 am 


the King of the Jews. 


22 Pilate answered, What I have written, I have written. 

23 The soldiers then, when they had crucified Jesus, 
lto9k His garments and made four parts, a part for each 
soldier, and they took the *tunic as well. But the "tunic was 
seamless, woven from the top throughout. 


13' An Aramaic term from He- 
brew, meaning a raised place. This 
must have been an elevated place, like 
a raised platform, paved with beauti- 
ful stones, as indicated by the Greek 
word for Pavement, mentioned earlier 
in the verse. 

14! See note 62! in Matt. 27. 

14 |.e., 6:00 a.m. 

16! This unjust, joint sentence ex- 
posed the blindness of religion and 
the darkness of politics, 


20! Hebrew here represents the 
Hebrew religion, Latin represents 
Roman politics, and Greek represents 
Greek culture. These three together 
represent the entire world, all of man- 
kind. This signifies that the Lord 
Jesus as the Lamb of God was killed 
by and for all mankind. 

22! What Pilate wrote was not of 
himself but of God’s sovereignty. 

23! In His crucifixion, the Lord's 
right to be clothed (vv. 23-24) and to 


John 19:24-30 


20:1 
26° John 
2:4 


28° Psa 
69:21 

28° cf. Luke 
16:24; 
Rey, 
21:8; 
7:16 


24 They said therefore to one another, Let us not tear 
but let us cast lots for it to see whose it shall be, that ¢] 
Scripture might be fulfilled which says, “They divided } 
garments among themselves, and for My clothing they cz 
lots.” So then the soldiers 'did these thing, Mu al 

25 And there were standing by the cross of Jesus H 
mother and His mother’s !sister and Mary the wife of 


and “Mary the Magdalene, 


26 Then Jesus, seeing His mother and the disciple wt 
He loved standing by, said to His thother, “Woman, "be 


your son. 


27 Then He said to the disciple, rt] 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all 
been finished and so that the 


said, *I thirst. 


29 There was lying there a vessel full of vinegar; { 
fore, they put a sponge full of vin 


it to His mouth. 


30 Then when Jesus had taken the Ivinegar, He said, It 
“finished! And He bowed His head and delivered up H 


spirit. 


"Behold, your 
things had 
Scripture might be € 


egar on hyssop and bi 


drink (vv. 28-30) was stripped from 
Him, along with His life, 

23° A shirt-like undergarment. 

24! This was not of the soldiers but 
of God’s sovereignty, 

25' Salome (Mark 15:40), the wife 
of Zebedee and the mother of James 
and John (Matt, 27:56). 

26! In Luke 23:43 the Lord said to 
one of the two thieves crucified with 
Him, “Today you shall be with Me in 
Paradise.” That word was in regard to 
salvation, since Luke’s Gospel proves 
that the Lord is the sinner’s Savior. 
Here, in vv. 26-27, the Lord said to His 
mother, “Behold, your son,” and to 
the disciple whom He loved, “Behold, 
your mother.” These words indicate a 
life-union, since this Gospel testifies 
that the Lord is life imparted into His 
believers. It is by this life that His 
beloved disciple could be one with 

Him and become the son of His 

mother, and that she could become 

the mother of His beloved disciple. 
27! See note 26'. 


28! Thirst is a taste of death (Lul 
16:24; Rey. 21:8). The Lord Jesus 
fered this for us on the cross (H 
2:9), 0 

30' In Matt. 27:34 and M 
15:23, wine mingled with gall at 
myrrh was offered to ee 
stupefying drink before ucifit 
ion, but He would not drink it. In th 
verse vinegar was offered to Him 


30? In His crucifixion the Lo 
was still working, and through H 
crucifixion He finished the work 
His all-inclusive death, by which 
accomplished redemption, te 


John 19:31-34 


5. Issuing in Blood and Water 
19;31°37 
31 Then the Jews, since it was the day of preparation and 
so that the bodies might not ‘remain on the cross on the 
Sabbath (for that Sabbath day was a great Sabbath), re- 
juested of Pilate that their legs might be broken and that 


they might be taken away, 


32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the 
‘irst man and of the other man who had been crucified with 


Him. 
33 But coming to Jesus, 


when they saw that He had 


lready died, they did not break His legs; 


34 But one of the soldiers 
ind immediately there came 


pierced His side with a spear, 
out “blood and !water, 


at proved strongly that He, as life, 
‘s versus death and could not be 
fected by death in any way. There- 
re, the work that the Lord finished 
re included the accomplishing of 
iemption, the termination of the 
d creation, the release of His resur- 
tion life, and the displaying of 
imself as the life that cannot be af- 
ted by death. 
34! Two substances came outof the 
ird’s pierced side: blood and water. 
\ood is for redemption, to deal with 
1s (1:29; Heb. 9:22) for the purchas- 
2 of the church (Acts 20:28), Water 
forimparting life, to deal with death 
2:24; 3:14-15) for the producing of 
» church (Eph, 5:29-30). The Lord’s 
ith, on the negative side, takes away 
r sins, and on the positive side, im- 
irts life into us. Hence, it has two 
pects; the redemptive aspect and the 
e-imparting aspect. The redemptive 
pect is for the life-imparting aspect. 
he record of the other three Gospels 
trays only the redemptive aspect of 
Lord’s death; John’s record pof- 
ys not only the redemptive aspect 
it also the life-imparting aspect. In 
att. 27:45, 51, Mark 15:33, and Luke 
44-45, darkness, a symbol of sin, 
peared, and the veil of the temple, 
hich separated man from God, was 
nt. These signs are related to the 
jemptive aspect of the Lord’s death, 
he words spoken by the Lord on the 


cross in Luke 23:34, “Father, forgive 
them,” and in Matt. 27:46, “My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
(because He bore our sin at that time), 
also depict the redemptive aspect of 
His death. But the flowing water and 
the unbroken bone mentioned by John 
in vv. 34 and 36 are signs that relate to 
the life-imparting aspect of the Lord’s 
death (see note 26!). This death that 
imparts life released the Lord’s di- 
vine life from within Him for the 
producing of the church, which is 
composed of all His believers, into 
whom His divine life has been im- 
parted. This life-imparting death of 
the Lord’s is typified by Adam’s 
sleep, out from which Eve was pro- 
duced (Gen, 2:21-23), and is signified 
by the death of the one grain of wheat 
that fell into the ground for the bring- 
ing forth of many grains (12:24) to 
make the one bread—the Body of 
Christ (1 Cor. 10:17). Hence, it is also 
the life-propagating, life-multiplying 
death, the generating and reproducing 
death. 

The Lord’s pierced side was prefig- 
ured by Adam’s opened side, out 
from which Eve was produced (Gen. 
2:21-23). The blood was typified by 
the blood of the Passover lamb (Exo. 
12:7, 22; Rev. 12:11), and the water 
was typified by the water that flowed 
out of the smitten rock (Exo. 17:6; 
1 Cor. 10:4). The blood formed a 


31° Deut, 
21:23 


John 19:35-41 


36* Exo. 


12:46; 


Nur. 
912 
Psa 
34:20 
37" Zech 


39% Exo 


35 And he who has seen this has testified, and his te 
mony is true; and he knows that he says what is true, 
you also may believe, 


36 For 'these things happened that the Seriptaina n 
be fulfilled: ““No *bone of His shall be broken” 

37 And again another Scripture says, * Thay: shall 
Him whom they pierced.” 


6. Resting in Human Honor t wie 
19:38-42 


38 And “after these things Joseph from ea, be 
a disciple of Jesus, but a hidden one for fear of the 
requested of Pilate that he might take the body of 
away; and Pilate allowed it. He came therefore and 
body away. f 

39 And “Nicodemus, he who had come to Him ret ; 
time by night, came also, bringing a mixture of my 
‘aloes of about a hundred 'pounds, | a, 

40 Therefore they took the body of Jesus and bound 
linen cloths with the spices, as is the custom of the, ev 
burying. ae: 
41 Now i in the place where He was crucified pag 


ever yet been laid. 


fountain for the washing away of sin 
(Zech. 13:1), and the water became 
the fountain of life (Psa, 36:9; Rey, 
21:6). 

36! It was absolutely of God’s sov- 
ereignty that these things happened in 
such a meaningful and wonderful 
way. This is further proof that the 
Lord’s death was not accidental but 
had been planned by God beforé the 
foundation of the world (1 Pet. 1:19- 
20), 

36 In the Scripture the first men- 
tion of a bone is in Gen. 2:21-23; there 
it was a rib taken out of Adam for the 
producing and building of Eve as a 
match for Adam. Eve was a type of the 
church, which is produced and built 
with the Lord’s resurrection life re- 
leased out of Him. Hence, the bone is 
a symbol, a figure, of the Lord’s resur- 


; John 19:42—20:3 


42 Therefore because of the day 
s of pre} ti 
ows and because the tomb was near, they ee oy 


CHAPTER 20 


7. Resurrecting in Divine Glory 
20:1-13, 17 


a. Leaving the Old Creation in the Tomb 
as a Testimony Provided by His Appreciators 
and Discovered by His Seekers 
w. 1-10 


1 “Now on the "first ‘day of the week, Mary the Magda- 


: the | 14 w, 
ne ®came early to the tomb while it was yet dark and saw ay(B: 
e stone taken away from the tomb. ; ae 


2 She ran therefore and came to Simon Peter and to the 10; 
her disciple whom Jesus loved and said to them, They have 
ken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know uN; 


rere they have laid Him. Luke 
3 Peter therefore went forth, as well as the other disci- ‘7, 

e, and came to the tomb. OMe 
aan honor of a high standard, the day” in Psa, 2:7, was predicted by 1 Cor. 
d rested on the Sabbath day (Luke Himself as the third day (Matt. 16:21, Tera |) 
55-56), waiting for the time torise John 2:19, 22), and later was called by Mea 
m the dead. the early Christians “the Lord’s Day” —_4¢ Ley, 

39! See note 3! in ch, 12. (Rev. 1:10). On this day Christ was 23:11, 
1! The first day of the week, or born in resurrection as the firstborn 15; 
day after the Sabbath, signifies a Son of God (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5) and Psa. 

» beginning, a new age. In Lev. the Firstborn from the dead to be the 118:24; 
0-11, 15, a sheaf of the firstfruits Head of the Body, the church (Col. 2:7; 
he harvest was offered tothe Lord 1:18). nee j 
. wave offering on the day after the 12 The Lord’s resurrection had iat 
sbath. That sheaf of the firstfruits been accomplished, but the discovery ith 

sa type of Christ as the firstfruits of it required the disciples’ seeking in Matt, 

resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20, 23). love toward the Lord. It was thus that 16:21; 

rist resurrected on precisely the Mary the Magdalene discovered it John 
after the Sabbath. By His all- and obtained the fresh manifestation 2:19, 

usive death He terminated the old of the Lord and the revelation of the 22; 

ation, which had been completed issue of His resurrection: that His Hoe 


six days, after which was the Sab- 
th day. In His resurrection He 
ninated the new creation with the 
ine life. Hence, the day of His res- 
ection was the beginning of a new 
ek—a new age. This day of His 
irrection was appointed by God 
a. 118:24), was prophesied as “this 


Father is the Father of those who be- 
lieve into Him, and that those who 
believe into Him are His brothers 
(v. 17; see notes 17? and 17°). Peter and 
John only knew of the discovery; Mary 
obtained the experience. The brothers 
were satisfied with having faith in the 
fact of the Lord’s resurrection, but the 


John 20:4-13 


4 And the two ran together, yet the other disciple. 

ahead faster than Peter and came first to the tomb, 

5 And stooping to look in, he saw the 4linen cloths ly 

there; however, he did not enter. tune een 

6 Then Simon Peter also came, following him, and 

tered into the tomb; and he beheld the linen cloths ly 

there at 

7 And the ‘handkerchief which had been over His he 

not lying with the linen cloths, but folded up in | 

apart. oF 

8 At that time therefore the other disciple also, ' 

came first to the tomb, entered, and he saw and believes 

% Psa 9 For as yet they did not understand the “Scripture, 

ak He had to "rise from among the dead. APA ee 

2:25 10 The disciples therefore went away again to th 
a 


a home. ape 

2 Fc , 1 s¢ 

Acs b. Testified by Angels Sent byGod 
ake w. 11-13 eae 

es 11 But Mary stood outside at the tomb ‘weeping. 

Rom she wept, she stooped to look into the tomb 

Lh 12 And beheld two angels in white sitting, one att] 


13:33 and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 

13 And they said to her, Woman, why are you 
She said to them, Because they have taken away my 
and I do not know where they have laid Him. = 


sister went further and sought the 
resurrected Lord Himself, i.¢., the 
personal experience of the Lord. The 
Lord was there all the time, but He 
was not manifested until v. 16. 

§! All the things that were cast off 
from the Lord’s resurrected body and 
left in His tomb signify the old cre- 
ation, which He wore into the tomb. 
He was crucified with the old creation 
and buried with it. But He rose from 91 The Lord is not only life 
within it, leaving it in the tomb and 41.5 resurrection (11:25). 
becoming the firstfruits of the new death cannot hold Him (Acts 
creation. All the things left in the He went into death of His f 
tomb were a testimony to the Lord’s His work. Whe 
resurrection. If these things had not accomplis canal 
been left there in good order, it would 
have been difficult for Peter and John 
to believe (v. 8) that the Lord had not 


é John 20:14-17 


C. Bringing Forth Many Brothers 
and Making His Father and God Theirs 
v. 17 


D. Life in Resurrection 
20:14—21:25 


1. Appearing to the Seekers 
and Ascending to the Father 
20:14-18 


14 When she said these things, she turned backward and 
held Jesus standing there, yet she did not know that it was 
15 Jesus said to her, Woman, why are 
vhom are you seeking? She, supposing that He was the. 
_rdener, said to Him, Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell 
2 where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away. 
16 Jesus said to her, Mary! She turned and said to Him in 
ebrew, Rabboni! (which means Teacher). . 
17 Jesus said to her, Do not touch Me, for I have not yet 
scended to the Father; but go to My ™brothers and say to 
em, I ascend to My °Father and your Father, and My God 
nd your God. 


17! On the day of His resurrection 
2 Lord ascended to the Father. This 
s a secret ascension, the ultimate 
fillment of the going predicted in 
7 It eccurred forty days prior to 
s public ascension, which took 
ace before the eyes of the disciples 
.cts 1:9-11), On the day of resurrec- 
early in the morning He as- 
aded to satisfy the Father, and late 
the evening He returned to the dis- 
oles (v. 19). The freshness of His 
surrection must be first for the 
ather’s enjoyment, as in the type the 
~stfruits of the harvest were brought 
st to God. 
172 Previously, the most intimate 
-rm the Lord hadused in reference to 
s disciples was “friends” (15:14- 
5), But after His resurrection He 
egan to call them “brothers,” for 
hrough His resurrection His disciples 
ere i (1 Pet. 1:3) with the 
vine life, which had been : 
. His life-imparting death, as indi- 


cated in 12:24. He was the one grain 
of wheat that fell into the ground and 
died and grew up to bring forth many 
grains for the producing of the one 
bread, which is His Body (1 Cor. 
10:17). He was the Father's only Son, 
the Father’s individual expression. 
Through His death and resurrection 
the Father’s only begotten became the 
Firstborn among many brothers 
(Rom. 8:29). His many brothers are 
the many sons of God and are the 
church (Heb. 2:10-12), a corporate ex- 

ion of God the Father in the Son. 
This is God’s ultimate intention. The 
many brothers are the propagation of 


purpose is fulfilled. 

17 Through His life-imparting 
death and resurrection, the Lord 
Therefore, His Father is the Father of 
His disciples, and His God is the God 


John 20:18-22 


19° vw 
19-23 
Luke 
24:36-49 
19> John 
20:21, 
26; 
14:27; 
16:33 
20 John 
16:22 
20” John 
14:19 
16:16, 
19 
21" John 
20:19 
21" John 
17:18 
224 cf. Gen 
2:7; 
Ezek. 
37:5,9 
22» John 
7:39 
22° John 
14:17, 
26 
15:26; 
16:7, 13 


18 Mary the Magdalene came, announcing the dis 
ples, I have seen the Lord, and that He had said these thir 


to her, 


2. Coming as the Spirit 
to Be Breathed into the Believers ” oe 
20:19-25 : aia 


19 “When therefore it was evening on that day, the 
day of the week, and while the doors were shut where ¢! 
‘disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus *came and 
in the midst and said to them, "Peace be to you. 

20 And when He had said this, 
hands and His side. The disciples 


*seeing the Lord, 


21 Then Jesus said to them again, i 
Father has ‘sent Me, I also°send you. Til 


He showed them. 
therefore “rejoi 


"Peace be to you; as t 


22 And when He had said this, He “breathed into the. 


and said to them, "Receive the Holy "Spirit. 


of His disciples. In His resurrection 
they have the Father’s life and God’s 
divine nature, just as He has. In mak- 
ing them His brothers, He has im- 
parted the Father’s life and God’s 
divine nature into them, By making 
His Father and His God theirs, He has 
brought them into His position—the 
position of the Son—before the 
Father and God. Thus, in life and na- 
ture inwardly and in position out- 
wardly they are the same as the Lord, 
with whom they have been united. 
19' The gathering of the disciples 
here may be considered the first meet- 
ing of the church before Pentecost. 
This meeting took place to fulfill Psa. 
22:22, according to Heb, 2:10-12, so 
that the Son could declare the Father’s 
name to His brothers and praise the 
Father in the church, which is com- 
posed of His brothers, 
19° Though the doors were shut, 
the Lord came with His resurrected 
body (Luke 24:37-40; 1 Cor, 15:44) 
into the room where the disciples 
were. How could He have entered, 
having bones and flesh? Our limited 
mind cannot comprehend it, but it is 
a fact! We must receive it according 


to the divine revelation. This was 
fulfillment of His promise in 16: 
20' This was a fulfillment of t 
Lord’s promise in 16:22. Now th 
rejoiced because they saw the ne 
born child (16:21), who was th 
resurrected Lord, born in His res 
tection as the Son of God (Ac 
13:33), The Lord fulfilled His promi 
and came back to His disciples, brin 
ing them five psn 0 fb H 
presence, (2) His peace, is sen 
ing, His commission (v. 21), (4) 
Holy Spirit (v. 22), and (5) His autho’ 
ity, with which they could repr 


. (See note 18! inch. 17.) 
them, (See ne pinay tae 


103 


9 and promised in 14:16-17, 26; 
:26; and 16;7-8, 13, Hence, the Lord’s 
eathing of the Holy Spirit into the 
sciples was the fulfillment of His 
omise of the Holy Spirit as the Com- 
ter. This fulfillment differs from the 
ve in Acts 2:1-4, which was the ful- 
(ment of the Father's promise in 
uke 24:49. (See note 17! inch, 14.) In 
\cts 2 the Spirit as a rushing, violent 
vind came as power upon the disciples 
» their wark (Acts 1:8), Here the 
spirtt as breath was breathed as life 
o the disciples for their life. By 
cathing the Spirit into the disciples, 
¢ Lord imparted Himself into them 
s life and everything. Thus, all that 
e had spoken in chs, 14—16 could 
fulfilled. 
\s falling into the ground to die and 
wing out of the ground transform 
c grain of wheat into another form, 
¢ that is new and living, so the death 
d resurrection of the Lord transfig- 
ed Him from the flesh into the 
spirit. As the last Adam in the flesh, 
ough the process of death and res- 
rection He became a life-giving 
virit (1 Cor, 15:45), As He is the em- 
\diment of the Father, so the Spirit is 
¢ realization, the reality, of Him, Itis 
the Spirit that He was breathed into 
¢ disciples. It is as the Spirit that He 
received into His believers and 
ows out of them as rivers of living 
uter (7:38-39), It is as the Spirit that 
\rough His death and resurrection He 
ime back to the disciples, entered into 
em as their Comforter, and began to 
vide in them (14:16-17), It is as the 
pirit that He can live in the disciples 
id enable them to live by and with 
(im (14:19), It is as the Spirit that He 
in abide in the disciples and enable 
1em to abide in Him (14:20; 15:4-5). 
is as the Spirit that He can come with 
he Father to His lover and make an 
bode with him (14:23). It is as the 
spirit that He can cause all that He is 
nd has to be fully realized by the dis- 
ples (16:13-16). It is as the Spirit that 
le came to meet with His brothers as 
he church to declare the Father’s name 
them and to praise the Fatherin their 
nidst (Heb. 2:11-12). It is as the Spirit 


John 20:22 


that He can send His disciples for His 
piper bites 2 as life and 
everything to in the same 

that the Father sent Him (v. 21), They 
are thus qualified to represent Him 
with His authority in the fellowship of 
His Body (v. 23) for the carrying out of 
His commission. 

The Lord was the Word, and the 
Word is the eternal God (1:1). For the 
accomplishing of God’s eternal pur- 
pose, He took two steps. First, He took 
the step of incarnation to become a 
man in the flesh (1:14), to be the Lamb 
of God to accomplish redemption for 
man (1:29), to declare God to man 
(1:18), and to manifest the Father to 
His believers (14:9-11). Second, He 
took the step of death and resurrection 
to be transfigured into the Spirit that 
He might ithpart Himself into His be- 
lievers as their life and their every- 
thing, and that He might bring forth 
many sons of God, His many brothers, 
for the building of His Body, the 
church, the habitation of God, to ex- 
press the Triune God for eternity. 
Hence, originally He was the eternal 
Word; then, through His incarnation 
He became flesh to accomplish God's 
redemption, and through His death 
and resurrection He became the Spint * 
to be everything and do everything for 
the completion of God’s building. 

This Gospel testifies that the Lord is 
(1) God (1:1-2; 5:17-18; 10:30-33; 
14:9-11; 20:28), (2) the life (1:4; 10:10; 
11:25; 14:6), and (3) the resurrection 
(11:25). Chapters 1—17 prove that He 
is God among men. Men are in con- 
trast to Him as God. Chapters 18—19 
prove that He is life in the environment 
of death, Death, or the environment of 
death, is in contrast to Him as life. 
Chapters 20—21 prove that He is the 
resurrection in the midst of the old 
creation, the natural life. The old cre- 
ation, the natural life, is in contrast to 
Him as the resurrection, of which the 
Spirit is the reality. As the resurrec- 
tion, He can be realized only in the 
Spirit. Hence, eventually He is the 
Spirit in resurrection. He is God 
among men (chs. 1—17), He is life in 


’ 


John 20:23-28 


23° cf. Matt 
18:18 


25* John 
20:28 
21 


26° cf. John 
20:31, 19 


26" John 
20:19 


28" John 
20:25 
Acts 
236 
10:36; 
Rom 
14:9; 
10:12- 
13; 

1 Cor 


= 


28° 


1 John 
5:20 


23 "Whosever sins you for, ive, they are forgiven t 
and whosever sins you Feat they ae tae iv 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 'Didymus, 
not with them when Jesus came, . 

25 The other disciples therefore said to him, We have s 
the “Lord! But he said to them, Unless I see in His hands. 
mark of the nails and put my finger into the mark of 


nails and put my hand into His side, I will by no 
believe. 


3. Meeting with the Believers 
20:26-31 
26 And !after ‘eight days, His ?disciples were a 
within, and Thomas was with them. Jesus ®came, 


the doors were shut, and stood in the midst and said, 
be to you. Q 


"God! 


28 Thomas answered and said to Him, My “Lord and n 


7 
s 


death (chs. 18—19), and He is the 
Spirit in resurrection (chs, 20—21 y, 

24! Le, Twin. 

24 After His resurrection the Lord 
came to meet with His disciples, begin- 
ning from the evening of this first day. 
Thus, in the Lord’s resurrection the 
matter of meeting with the saints is 
crucial. Mary the Magdalene met the 
Lord personally in the morning and 
obtained the blessing (vv. 16-18), but 
she still needed to be in the meeting 
with the saints in the evening to meet 
the Lord in a corporate way to obtain 
more and greater blessings (vy. 19-23). 
Thomas missed the first meeting that 
the Lord held with His disciples after 
His resurrection, and he missed all the 
blessings as well. However, he com- 
pensated for it by attending the second 
meeting (vv. 25-28), 

26' This was on the second first 
day of the week, the second Lord’s 
Day after the Lord’s resurrection. 

26° The gathering of the disciples 
here may be considered the second 


meeting of the church held w 
Lord’s presence before Penteco 
26° After the Lord came in vy. | 
eight days before, there is no pl 
word or hint in John’s record 
Lord left the disciples. Actually, 
stayed with them, though tl V 
not conscious of His presence. Hen 
His coming in y. 26 was actually 
manifestation, His appearing (: 
note 1? in ch. 21), Before His de 
the Lord was in the flesh, and | 
presence was visible. After His re 
rection the Lord became the Sp 
and His presence was invisible. | 
manifestations, or appearings, al 
His resurrection were to train the d 
ciples to realize, to enjoy, and to pr 
tice His invisible presence, 
more available, prevailing, 
rich, and real than His visible pr 
ence. In His reap tag 
esence of His was j 

nue He had breathed into them: 
who would be with them all the tir 
28' This Gospel proves str 
and purposely that the man 


105 


John 20:29—21:4 


29 Jesus said to him, Because you have seen Me. you have 
a Blessed are those who have not seen and have 

30 Moreover indeed *many other signs also Jesus did 
cfore His disciples, which are not written in this book. 

31 But these have been written that you may believe that 
lesus is the “Christ, the ’Son of God, and that ‘believing. 
ou may have life in His name. ; 


CHAPTER 21 


4. Moving and Living with the Believers 
21:1-14 

1 ‘After these things Jesus **manifested Himself again 
) the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. And He manifested 
limself in this way: 

2 Simon Peter and *Thomas, called ‘Didymus, and 
Nathanael from Cana of Galilee and the ‘sons of Zebedee 
nd two others of His disciples were there together. 

3 Simon Peter said to them, I am ‘going “fishing. They 
iid to him, We also are coming with you. They went forth 
ud »got into the boat, and that night they caught *nothing. 

4 Now as soon as the morning broke, Jesus stood on the 
hore; however the disciples did *not know that it was Jesus. 


very God (1:1-2; 5:17-18; 10:30- 
14:9-11), 
31! The Christ is the title of the 
rd according to His office, His mis- 
n. The Son of God is His title 
ording to His person. His person is 
iatter of God's life, and His mis- 
) is a matter of God’s work. He is 
Son of God to be the Christ of 
id. He works for God by the life,of 
| that man, by believing in Him, 
have God's life to become God's 
ny sons and work by God’s life to 
ld the corporate Christ (1 Cor, 
12), thus fulfilling God’s purpose 
cerning His eternal building. 
1! By the end of ch. 20 the Lord 
| come back as the Spirit, as the 
imatic Christ, to be with the dis- 
es as everything to them. There- 
this Gospel might be considered 
ed there (20:30-31), But how 


could the disciples make a living? 
What should they do to carry out His 
commission? How should they follow 
Him after His resurrection? What 
would be their future? This additional 
chapter is needed that these problems 
might be dealt with. 

12 This proves that His coming to 
the disciples in 20:26 was actually a 
manifestation, for here it is said that 
He manifested Himself again to the 
disciples. He was again training them 
to practice His invisible presence. It 
was a matter not of His coming but of 
His manifestation. Whether or not 
they were conscious of His presence, 
He was with them all the time. 
Because of their weakness He some- 
times manifested His presence in 
order to strengthen their faith in Him. 

2! Le. Twin. 

3! It must have been because of 


John 21:5-9 


5° 1 John 


9® John 
6:9 

9 John 
6:11 


5 Then Jesus said to them, “Little children you don 
have any fish to eat, do you? They answered Him 2No, 
6 And He said to them, Cast the net on the right si d 
the boat, and you will find some. They cast therefore 
they were no longer able to haul it in because of the 1a 


dance of fish. 


7 Then that “disciple whom Jesus loved said to Pe 
is the Lord! Therefore when Simon Peter heard that it w 
the Lord, he put his outer garment around himself, for 
1was naked; and he threw himself into the sea. 
8 But the other disciples came in the little boat, for th 
were not far from the land, but about ‘two hundred cubi 
away, dragging the net of fish. ; 
9 Then when they got out onto the land, they saw a fi 
of coals laid there, and ‘fish lying on it and bread. 


the trial related to their need to make 
a living that Peter returned to his old 
occupation, thus backsliding from 
the Lord’s call (Matt, 4:19-20; Luke 
5:3-11). 

3? Peter and the sons of Zebedee 
(John and James) were professional 
fishermen, the Sea of Tiberias was 
large and full of fish, and night was 
the right time for fishing; still, 
through the entire night they caught 
nothing. This was a miracle! It must 
have been that the Lord bade all the 
fish to stay away from their net. 

5! Fish is not in the Greek text; 
however, because the Greek word 
here refers to something prepared for 
eating, fish is implied. 

5? When the disciples were in the 
right position, as in Luke 24:41-43, 
they had—even in the house—more 
fish than they needed, so they offered 
apiece to the Lord. But here they were 
in a backslidden condition; thus, after 
fishing the whole night, they had— 
even on the sea—no fish, not even one 
piece! 
6! Morning (v. 4) was not the 
right time for fishing, but when they 
obeyed the Lord’s word and cast the 
net, they caught an abundance of fish. 
This surely was a miracle! It must 


have been that the Lord bade the 
to come into their net. q 
In Luke 5:3-11 the Lord called Pe 
by a miracle in fishing. Here He 
covered him to His call by anotl 
miracle in fishing. He is consistet 
His purpose. 4 
7\ Or, had on his undergarm 


nly. ) 
8! Le., a little over one hund 


yards. 

9! Here the Lord trained 
have faith in Him for his living. 
and those with him had fishe 
entire night but had caught no 
Then, according to the Lord’s 
they cast the net, and they caug 
abundance of fish. But without t 
fish, and even on land, where th 
were no fish, the Lord prepared 
and even bread for the disciples. 
too was a miracle! By this the Li 
trained them to realize that with 
His leading, even if they should ge 
the sea, where the fish were, at ni 
the right time for fishing, they ¥ 
catch nothing; but if they followed 
Lord’s leading, even on Jand, wl 
there were no fish, the Lord 
vide fish for them. Though ¢ 


Lord’s word, the Lord 


107 
John 21:10-16 


10 Jesus said to them, Bring some of the fish that you 


have just now caught. 


11 Simon Peter therefore we: 
nt up and haul 
the land full of large fish, a hundred and praia ilo 
— there were so many, the net was not torn AW 
esus said to them, ‘Come and have b 
aid ‘ reakfi 
none of the disciples dared-to inquire of Him, Who iu foe: 


knowing that it was the Lord. 
13 Jesus came and *took the 2 i 
e ‘br 
nd tha Wk ea ead and gave it to them, ‘13 eat 
14 This was now the “third ti 7 Luke 
fosted #4 the Goa time that Jesus was mani- 24:30 
ciples after He had been "raised from the 14° Jehn 
lead. 20:19, 
26 
; 14 Joh 
5. Working and Walking with the Believers 223; 
21:15-25 aoe 
» 124; 
. 15 Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to es 
imon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you “love Me “more an : 
han these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I“love 15° <f. Matt. 
You. He said to him, “Feed My ‘lambs. pic 
16 He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of Es 
MARU WU A 03 15> Johi 
sson to Peter. For his living he been somewhat disappointed. The 217 


eeded to believe in the Lord, who 
ills things not being as being (Rom. 
1:17), 

12! This indicates the Lord’s gra- 
ious care for the need of His called 
mes, 

13! In the Lord’s provision, bread 

represents the riches of the land, and 
sh represent the riches of the sea. 

15' Here the Lord was restoring 
eter’s love toward Him, Peter did 
ave a heart to love the Lord, but he 
as too confident in his own strength, 
is natural strength, His love for the 
ord was precious, but his natural 
trength had to be denied and dealt 
ith. The Lord allowed Peter to fail 
iterly in denying the Lord to His face 
hree times (18:17, 25, 27), so that his 
iatural strength and his self-confi- 
lence could be dealt with. Further- 
nore, Peter had just taken the lead to 
ackslide from the Lord’s call. His 
atural confidence in his love toward 
he Lord also must have been dealt 

with by this failure; yet he might have 


Lord therefore came to restore his 
love toward Him, to charge him with 
the shepherding of His church, and to 
prepare him for his martyrdom so that 
he would not follow Him with any 
confidence in his natural strength. 

15° The Greek word refers to a 
higher and nobler love. So for the first 
love inv. 16. 

153 The Greek word denotes an in- 
timate love. So for the second /ove in 
v. 16, and for all occurrences of love 
inv. 17. 

15* The fruit-bearing in ch. 15 is 
the outflow of the riches of the inner 
life. Here, to feed the lambs is to nour- 
ish them with the riches of the inner 
life. To feed others, we need to enjoy 
the riches of the Lord’s divine life. 
This requires that we love Him. ‘To 
believe in the Lord is to receive Him; 
to love the Lord is to enjoy Him. The 
Lord came as life and the life supply 
to us. We need to have faith in Him 
and love toward Him. This Gospel 


John 21:17-22 


John, do you love Me? He said to Him, 
that T love You. He said to him, “Shepherd Ay 
17 He said to him the 'third time, piety, 
you love Me? Peter was grieved that He said to him the th: 
time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You **kni 
‘all things; You "know that I love You. Jesus said to | 
‘Feed My sheep. nn g 
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, When you were younger, ‘ 
girded yourself and "*walked where you wished; but w 
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and an: 
will gird you and carry you where you do not wish to go. 
19 Now this He said, “signifying by what “kind of 
he would glorify God. And when He had said this, He sai 
him, ‘Follow Me. 
20 Peter, turning around, saw the “disciple whom Je; 
loved following, who also ‘reclined on His breast at 
supper, and said, Lord, who is the one betraying You? 
21 Peter therefore, seeing him, said to Jesus, Lord, 
what about this man? - 
22 Jesus said to him, If I want him to “remain unt! 
‘come, what is that to you? You “follow Me. '" 


he tv (2 Pet. 1:14). What the Lord wa 


’ Yes, Lord, You kne 


presents these as the two require- 
ments for us to participate in the Lord. 
15° Lit., little lambs. 

16' Shepherding is for the flock 
(10:14, 16), which is the church (Acts 
20:28); hence, it is related to God's 
building (Matt. 16:18). Later, Peter in 
his first Epistle indicated this, saying 
that growth by feeding on the pure 
milk of the word is for the building of 
God's house (1 Pet. 2:2-5) and charg- 
ing the elders to shepherd the flock of 
God (1 Pet. 5:1-4). 

16? Some MSS have, little sheep. 
So in v. 17. 

17! Perhaps in questioning Peter 
three times, the Lord was reminding 
Peter of how he had denied Him three 
times. 

17° The first Anow in this verse re- 
fers to the inward, subjective con- 
sciousness; the second refers to the 
outward, objective knowledge. See 
note 55' in ch. 8. : } 

18' This may refer to his going 
fishing in v. 3. . 

19' Later, Peter referred to this 
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John 21:23-25 


; 23 This word therefore went out among the brothers, that 
at eo ee not die, yet Jesus did not say to him that 
he would not die, but, If I want him to i iI 
what is that to yout : MWg 

24 This is the disciple who “testifies concerning these 24 John 
things, and the one who has written these things; and we 


know that his testimony is true. 1:2: 
25 And there are also “many other things which Jesus Rev. 
12 


did, which, if they were written one b: ; 
, , y one, I suppose that 
not even the world itself could contain the books written. - 2030 


His invisible presence. In v. 23 the 
Lord indicated that some of His be- 
ievers would follow Him unto death, 
and that some would remain, i.e., live 
until He comes. 

23! The span of what is covered in 
the last two chapters of this Gospel is 
broad, It begins with the discovery of 
the Lord’s resurrection and ends with 
His coming back. Between these two 
-vents are all the matters related to the 
Christian life during the church age: 
seeking the Lord with love toward 
Him; seeing the Lord in resurrection; 
receiving the revelation of the issue of 
the Lord’s resurrection—that His 
Father is our Father and we are His 
brothers —by experiencing His man- 
ifestation; meeting with the believers 
io enjoy the Lord’s presence; having 
the Lord breathe the Holy Spirit into 
us, and being sent by the Lord with 
His commission and authority to rep- 
resent Him; learning how to live by 
faith in the Lord and trust in Him for 
our daily living; loving the Lord, the 
natural strength having been dealt 
with; shepherding the flock for the 
building of the church; practicing the 
Lord’s invisible presence, with some 
following the Lord even unto death to 

glorify God, not by self-will but ac- 
cording to His leading, and some 
living until He comes back. ) 

25! This verse, together with 

20:30-31, affirms that this Gospel is 
the record of selected things that 
serve the purpose of testifying to the 
matter of life and building. aF 

In note 202, para. 2, in Matt. 28 it is 

pointed out that the Lord's ascension 


is not mentioned in John or Matthew. 
The reason it is not mentioned is that 
today, after His resurrection, the Lord 
is still on the earth to be with His 
believers, and He will be with them 
until the end of this age, when He will 
be manifested in His visible glory 
(1 Pet. 1:7;'2 Thes. 1:7), that is, when 
He will come back to the earth in His 
visible presence (Matt, 16:27) to es- 
tablish His visible kingdom. The 
Gospel of Matthew unveils and testi- 
fies that today, after His resurrection, 
the Lord, who is the spiritual King of 
the invisible kingdom of the heavens, 
is still on the earth in His Spirit of 
resurrection to be with the people of 
the kingdom of the heavens in His 
invisible presence; hence, Matthew * 
does not mention His leaving the 
earth to ascend to the heavens. The 
Gospel of John reveals and testifies 
that as the Triune God, the Lord be- 
came flesh (1:14) to be the Lamb of 
God (1:29) and, after accomplishing 
His redemptive death for man, was 
transfigured in resurrection to be- 
come the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 
15:45) and to enter into those who 
believe into Him to be their life for 
eternity, never to be separated from 
them; hence, it would have been inap- 
propriate for John to mention His 
going away in ascension. 
Furthermore, the four Gospels are a 
full revelation of how the Triune God 
came to complete Christ, that is, to 
make Christ complete. The record in 
the Gospel of John is crucial regarding 
this matter, It shows us that the com- 
pleting of Christ, who was anointed 


John 21:25 


and commissioned by God to accom- 
plish God’s eternal will, was carried 
out by the Triune God becoming flesh 
in order to be united with man. First, 
through His death in the flesh He ac- 
complished redemption for man, and 
then through resurrection He was 
transfigured to become the Spirit that 
He might enter into the believers 
(20:22) to be united with them, that 
they might be united with the Triune 
God (17:21). Thus He became Christ, 
the embodiment of God, and is able to 
take away men’s sins and enter into 


Ww 


about to be completed, as the 
habitation of the Triune God and 
redeemed people for eternity! 


